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ABSTRACT

Bilateral and multilateral textbook initiatives in Europe are currently faced with the challenge
of responding to the rise of nationalism, xenophobia, and the heroization of violence in
Europe and to their effects on education. The Russian Federation's war of aggression against
Ukraine, which is legitimized by the aggressor with historical revisionist arguments, makes
the importance of history in the competition between authoritarian and democratic
conceptions of society particularly clear. In numerous European countries, an
instrumentalization of history education for political purposes can be observed in that
historical events are re-described and re-interpreted according to the respective political
interests. Against this background, the presentation will attempt to bring the past, present, and
future of bi- and multilateral textbook revision initiatives of the past century together in order
to shed light on the main actors, their achievements, and the challenges they have been facing
in the European context. After giving an overview since the early 20th century, I will discuss
more recent activities and achievements since 1989/90 and summarize the main trends of the
past two decades. I will conclude by addressing future challenges for transnational exchange
and cooperation in the field of textbook revision and historical reconciliation.
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