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ABSTRACT

My lecture will concentrate on the post-war situation in the countries emerging from the
former socialist Yugoslavia, but I will also shortly look at developments in other countries in
the Southeast of Europe which are less in the focus of public debate and research activities.
Nevertheless, we deal also here with protracted confrontations between different ethnicities
with different languages, religious denominations and political orientations. Although political
violence or military clashes do not take place here currently, the risk that they may erupt again
is still threatening and may be reinforced through Russia’s aggressive policy which tries to
aggravate internal political differences in countries of Southeastern Europe in order to weaken
their stability and trust in European cooperation.
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