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ABSTRACT

This article aims to examine the historical background of the Japanese government's
apologies and expressions of remorse for its past actions, viewing these as shared assets
of peace co-created by Korea and Japan. It also seeks to find insights that could
contribute to discussions on a possible “new joint declaration.” For Korea and Japan to
reach productive conclusions, it is essential to clearly recognize both the achievements
and limitations in their conversations on historical issues since the normalization of
diplomatic relations in 1965, and to build enhanced communication on this recognition.

Since the normalization of relations, the Japanese government has consistently and
officially recognized that its colonial rule was unjust and caused significant harm to the
Korean people. Prime Minister Abe publicly affirmed the Japanese government's
position of expressing apology and remorse for the colonial rule, while the second Abe
administration marked some regression in Japan’s historical awareness. However,
there remain significant differences in the two countries’ historical perceptions,
particularly on whether or not Japan's wartime mobilization of labor and the Japanese
military "comfort women" were illegal and constituted crimes against humanity.
Additionally, Korea and Japan hold fundamentally different views on the il/legality of
Japan's forced annexation of Korea and the in/validity of Korean victims' claims for
reparations.

Bridging these perceptive gaps is realistically unlikely. Even if the two countries were to
update the 1998 Joint Declaration and issue a new one, it is crucial to recognize that
such a declaration would only be a starting point for fostering public consensus between
the two nations. Efforts must be made on to reduce the differences in historical
understanding while expanding exchanges between the younger generations.
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