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Firg of al, | would like to thank al the participants in this session, and particularly those who have come
from faraway countries.

History textbooks are very important, as they exert a great influence on the formation of historic
perspectivesin the minds of young people. They are dso the basic tools of history education. History classes
provide students with an opportunity to understand history through books. At present, there are many books,
dramas and films that incorporate historic events as their materials. The authors of history textbooks should
also endeavor to provide accurate facts about such events so that people may acquire an accurate
understanding of history. Furthermore, the history textbooks used in a given country inevitably contain
contents that refer to its neighboring countries. This meansthat history books aso have significancein terms
of acountry°@s relations with those other countries.

This workshop, which involves the participation of experts from Koreg, China, Japan, Mongolia, Russia,
Taiwan and Vietnam, is intended as a means to examine how the history textbooks used in East Asian
countries describe the history of their own and other countries, and as aforum for the exchange of opinions
on this matter. Thisis an important step that must be taken, as it will help people to set right what has been
incorrectly understood by them.

The history of a particular country is a valuable thing for its people. As such, we should respect the
histories of other countries. In this respect, the contents of a nation°@s history books will be ameasure of the
respect paid to the relevant countries.

| sincerely hope that this session will serve as an occasion in which the countries of the region extend their
respect to the individual histories of the other countries in recognition of the fact that the publication of
history books composed of accurate information will us to help settle historic conflicts and establish the
basisfor lasting peacein the region.

Finaly, I would like to thank al those who have hel ped to organize thisworkshop.

November 15, 2007

Kim Yong-deok President, Northeast Asian History Foundation
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November 15 (Thursday) Session lll Moderator: Choe Deokgyu (Northeast Asia History Foundation)

Opening Ceremony Moderator: No Gisik (Northeast Asia History Foundation) 15:40~16:40 Russia and the Asia-Pacific Region: Socio-Political Orientation in Higher Education
10:00~10:10 Registration Presenter : G. A. Tkachoval(History, Archaeology Anthropology R&D Center,
10:10~10:20 Opening Remarks : Kim Yongdeok (President of the Northeast Asia Far East Branch of Russia Science Academy, Vladivostok]

History Foundation) Discussant : Jang Seokho (Northeast Asia History Foundation)

Session | 10:20~11:20 On the changes of China’shistorytextbooksand 16:40~17:40 PRESENTATION OF EASTERN ASIAN COUNTRIES

the cognitive of East Asian history IN PRESENT-DAY VIETNAMESE TEXTBOOKS
Presenter : Zhu Hanguo (Beijing Normal University) Presenter : Nguyen Van Khanh (Vietnam National University, Hanoi)
Discussant : Kim Jihun (Sungkyunkwan University) Discussant : Yun Daeyeong (Seoul National University)

11:20~12:20 How the History Book Used in Korea Describe Neighboring Countries

Presenter : Yeon Minsu (Northeast Asia History Foundation) November 16 (Friday)
Discussant : Kim Eunsuk (Korea National University of Education) Session IV Moderator: Yi Seongje (Northeast Asia History Foundation]
09:00~10:00 History Education in Mongolia : On the Description on East Asia as reflected in history text books.
12:20~13:30 Lunch Presenter : J. Gerelbadrakh (Mongolian State Pedagogical University)
Discussant : Kim Janggu (Dongguk University)
Session I Moderator: Lim Sangseon (Northeast Asia History Foundation)

13:30~14:30  Japanese History Textbooks and East Asia 10:00~11:00 Organization and Properties of Korean “East Asia” Textbooks

Presenter : Fukaya Katsumi (Waseda University) Presenter : Sin Seonggon (Hanyang University)

Discussant : Sin Jubaek (Kookmin University) Discussant : Song yoowho(Chungdam highschool)
14:30~15:30  Innovation and Change - Korean History in Taiwanese Textbooks Discussion Moderator : An Byeongu (Hanshin University)

Presenter : Lin Liyue (History Research Center, Taiwan National College of Education) 11:00~11:40  Comment for Session | & Il : Kang Huiung (University of Hawaii)

Discussant : Yi Hwaseung (Seoul Digital University) Comment for Session Il & IV : Yi Chanhui (Korean Educational Development Institute)

11:40~12:30 Discussion

15:30~15:40  Intermission
Closing Ceremony  12:30~12:40 Moderator : No Gisik (Northeast Asia History Foundation)
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c ABiE
023 % Aol Qe 2l0] AL I 1L 7198 240717 nze] ez $35}e)

Fol AR =7 kI (415
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WE-S o} §310] 5} she] % A QSR 3 ol
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2 ZIZE8k3AAL, oo Abe APt AR o] vhr ApLell7hA| XEshs & &I o] EEs gl 62%)

d5 ares e vle] WA fEE aieos N ti ol wias Aol that thafie] A AL
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%
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1 A AT 625)

iAR2o| i e|med
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7FEAaL, Folof el AUIRt el ARz =0l & JataL 7k=Alr 6A719s e KA BT

A2 A5 o3 Hehe WA BohE vigow Aol AAA A LR AL FIS v AR
55 AF A eito] whSolHrt, ool 57 uhAL, ojubal, ofubxle} HE ubal, Aok} el kel
Foll KA UK ol Sol lste] Bite] ARIAIL, Yol MAl 7hg o] A7) sl
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Al FAHIL Azskal ek, Alete] B9 dlof A, are o] Aol 3R SollA vl E A i
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MBSt Y= Rl ez A3 212 AR & Hho] o =yt tE friAEs BRigd 2dehs
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I 502 o] Histe] 1S Palar YR Qlo] ffkate] B 7lRI7ke] "HANT o] AHAE 0] 7
o thet A= AT 1 20 Hﬂw HA| Zghtk, olelet 77t AN AAte] SulE oAl Bl
ol2n} "iitsn, 4 F2 Solx s =AW 2l E-gicka Azsi,

Tk kMR E BUE 17407] 30T RE GE-2 TR 27 17EA] 27 IRE TR olekE et
ﬁliEAE} o] g4, ol tha A A2A} ti o2 SR 1930, AT e By T, Bl AA Uo] WA
S ek A2Rlo] 22 EAlfAls £Esk Al7I7E Qlek, 25 THEL o] del] 7EAR nfelU ]
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7HA Eof 2t @ gAkek A1 98] TS A H R SAE, A e AAESHE AWk &
2epal Y7}, Q Bl fral Ealehs B2 BEE2 2ddh. *‘l "R,0 B Ao THAEM =
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I 1Secion

On the changes of China’s history textbooks and
the cognitive of East Asian history

Zhu Hanguo (Beijing Normal University)

Since 2001, China changed the middle school history textbook from a*unified” version to a“one outline,
multiple versions’. There have been eight kinds of versions for middle school 7-9 grade history textbooks,
such as version of People's Education Press, Beijing Norma University, East China Normal University,
YueLu Book Company, Sichuan Education Publishing House, ZhongHua Book Company, China
Cartograthic Publishing House, HeBel People's Publishing House. There have been four kinds of history
textbooks for middle school 10-12-grade, such as People's Publishing House, People's Education Press,
Yuelu Book Company, and DaXiang Press.

Various new version of middle school history textbooks based on China's Ministry of Education
promulgated the “history curriculum standards’, have changed on the basis of the content of basic, the
requirements of the timesto a certain extent.

It divided history curriculum into the ancient history of China, China's modern history, the modern history
of China, the world ancient history, modern world history, modern history six world learning plate in 7-9
grade history textbook. According to the characteristics of the historical development, each plate identified a
number of themes in the study. The history curriculum is divided into compulsory courses and elective
courses in two parts in 10-12 grade history textbooks. There are three compulsory learning modules,
respectively, to reflect human society, politics, economy, ideology, culture, science and technology, and other
areas important historical content, dl students must learn is the basic content. Elective courses have six
learning modules, namely “Reviewing the history of mgjor reform”, “modern social democratic thinking and
practice”, “20 century of war and peace,” “Chinese and foreign historical figures editorial says,” and
“explore the mysteries of history” and “the world's cultural heritage Retrospect.
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Chinese middle school history textbooks have a certain narrative on the history of East Asa. In the
exposition of the history of East Asa, China's history textbooks adhere to the following three principles.
Firgt, full respect for the countries of East Asia’s history and culture; second, focus on China and the East
Asian countries history of friendly exchanges; third, it is not deny the international conflicts and war in East
Asian.

In the future, it would strengthen South Korea, North Korea, Mongolia and other countries exposition of
East Adain Chinese history textbooks. We should take history asamirror, and build a correct understanding
of history, and promote East Asian peaceful devel opment.

SolAlo} AAImTLM 2rleE YIS
SOLAIOF SAMDTA | FHZ AZT 1 S

I 2Secion

How the History Book Used in Korea Describe Neighboring Countries
- With the focus on ancient history contained in the Korean history textbook used at high schools

Yeon Minsu (Northeast Asia History Foundation)

The Korean history textbook used at high schoolsin Korea is one compiled on the occasion of the launch
of the 7" Revised Educational Curricula. It was compiled with the focus on palitics, economy, socid affairs
and culture, in contrast to previous ones which were compiled chronologicaly. It covers the nation’s history
of pre-modern times. The history of modern timesis classified as a separate subject. Its compilation based on
sectors appears to be “designed to help students study important eventsin history more systematically based

onwhat they learned in earlier courses,” as stated inits foreword.”

As for contents concerning neighboring countries, it contains no separate statements about neighboring
countries. Statements made in the nation’s history of relations with other countries are al thereis about other
countries. The nation’s history related to China and Japan is stated in atotal of 14 items, both individualy
and collectively.

At the beginning of this textbook, there is a statement thet it is designed to help students understand the
nation’s history “sdlf-reliantly” and that “the nationa history is atrace of how we have lived and should be
the basis for the national identity.” Asthe term “nationa history” connotes, nationalitic factors are strongly
felt here and there. The particular term is persistently used in Korea, which appears not to be in line with the
worldwide trend in the era.of globaization. Even in Japan, the term disappeared more than 50 years ago.

In contents about Tan'gun and Kojosdn, it introduces the myth that Tan'gun founded Kojoson in BC
2333, according to Samgukyusa (Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms). It should not have been contained in
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the main subject, as the boundary between fact and myth is unclear. The statement of the year BC 2333 and
the presentation of the portrait scroll of Tan'gun may cause misunderstanding on the part of students. It does
not have to do with the need for “ self-reliance” or “nationa identity.”

In contents about the nation’s relations with Ching, it focuses on wars between the two countries. It is
necessary to focus on Koguryd's victories in wars against the Sui and Tang Dynasties of Ching, asthey were
important events in thet they were victories won againgt huge powers. Statements on cultural exchanges
between the two countries should have been contained. It is dso necessary to shed light on what caused
Koguryd, agreat and powerful kingdom, to collapse, i.e. whether it wastotally dueto internal factors of that
kingdom or Shilla should be blamed or whether it was due to the inability related to foreign rlations. It is
necessary to help students look back on the nation’s past as the generation that should play aleading role for
the nation in the 21% Century.

In contents about Paekche, its advance to Liaoshi, China should not have been stated as a fact, citing
unclear materids. It is not desirable to carry controversia contents in history books with no additional

comments, just because they are stated in the nation’sfavor.

As for contents about Japan, the textbook appears to strongly focus on the superiority of Korean cultures
to those of Japan. The spread of cultures are made through people. Exchanges of people between countries
are carried out through various factors. It is ludicrous to say that a country transferred cultures and
civilization to its neighboring countries “out of generosity.” Other various factors should have been Stated
together in an objective way.

Overdl, the textbook fails to state many important elementsin the nation’s relations with other countries.
In olden times, there were numerous ups and downs in each country in East Asia Thelr relations devel oped
through wars and diplomatic and cultural exchanges. Shilla's unification of the three kingdoms on the
Korean Peninsulainto one was made within the context of its relaions with countries outside the peninsula.

We should shed light also on diversified exchanges with northern tribes.

It is doubtful whether the purpose of compilation stated at the beginning of the textbook, such as

SolAlo} AAImTLM 2rleE YIS
SOLAIOF SAMDTA | FHZ AZT 1 S

“exchanges with diversified nations and peoples’ or “open-minded nationalism,” has been satisfied.
Statements concerning the nation’s history of relaions with other countries should be made by relevant
experts. It is reported that the currently State-compiled history textbooks will be changed to State-authorized
ones. On such an occasion, those participating in their compilation should be composed of awide range of
experts. One desired target of education is to train people maintaining good relations with other countries,
understanding the flow of the world history. In compilation of ahistory textbook, universdity and objectivity
arerequired, in addition to “ sdlf-reliance” and “nationd identity.”
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Japanese History Textbooks and East Asia

Fukaya Katsumi (Waseda University)

n the nation’s relations wi
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I 4Secion

Innovation and Change
- Korean History in Taiwanese Textbooks

Lin Liyue (History Research Center, Taiwan National College of Education)

When Japan’s rule of Taiwan ended in 1945, anew chapter in Taiwanese education was opened. Though
the title of history education was changed from “Japanese history” to “Chinese history,” the number of
weekly class hours was decreased from three hours to two. After the Republic of China's government
moved to Taiwan in 1949, the Ministry of Education established a new education policy in June 1950 and
established the “ Guidelines for Strengthening Mora Education in Schools’ in December 1952. In the same
year, amidst an international situation characterized by “Oppose Communism and Resist Russia’, the
Minigtry of Education announced the “ Standard Curriculum for Middle School,” history was designated as
one of subjects which should be used to raise the nationa spirit, and Chinese, geography, and ethics were
placed on the curriculum. So, the Nationa Publication Office published unified textbooks for al schoolsin
Tawan, and these have been used for five decades.

After the 1980s, as people sought greater freedom and democracy, the demand for educationa reform
grew. Initially, people expressed their dissatisfaction with textbooks. Acceptingthe public demand, the
Ministry of Education began to approve middle school textbooks written by private publishersin 1989, and
after long discussions, alowed each school to choose their own textbooks in 1999. After this, the Nationa
Publication Office ceased to publish textbooks and limited itself smply to reviewing them. Since then,
history has been integrated with geography and ethics to become sociol ogy.

However, throughout this process, many of the descriptions of Northeast Asian countries focus mainly on

Japan, and certain countries such as Korea are not well covered. Only a few aspects relating to China are
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focusing on the changes in the depiction of Korean history.

presented and there are no textbooks dedling with various aspects of other countries. Therefore, in this paper
| will study the historical descriptions of Northeastern Asian countries presented in Taiwanese textbooks by
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I 5Secion

Russia and the Asia-Pacific Region: Socio-Political
Orientation in Higher Education

G. A. Tkachova(History, Archaeology Anthropology R&D Center,

Far East Branch of Russia Science Academy, Vladivostok)

In the development of history, Russia has been focusing on cooperation with countriesin the Asa-Pacific
region, an approach which naturaly affects the higher education system. Although this subject can be
approached from many angles, in this study the focusis placed on education programsin colleges.

According to the requirements of the Russian government, higher education intitutes must select four
basic humanities subjects. Class hours are limited (60~150 hours), and are composed as follows: 39~90
hours of history; 18~36 hours of culture and world culture history; and 40~60 hours of specia classes and
self-study.

When dl the subjects are added together, they should cover the history and culture of the wider world,
Russian history and culture, and the history of the Asia-Pecific region. Every program introduces the major
myths and religons of the Asia-Pacific region. For students from Far Eastern Russia, there are many
programs on the characteristics of Chinese and Japanese culture and the characteristics of Asian art
(calligraphy, poetry and art), as well as Asan theatre, daily life, and how Adan countries protect and use

their own cultura assets.

Academic documents contain in-depth information about marine geography, socio-cultura conditionsin
Korea, China, Japan, Vietnam and Singapore, and wars in the Asia-Pacific region throughout human history.
These documents concern the geographica characteristics of the Pacific Ocean, mutua dependence between
diplomatic policy and domestic policy, and military situations in the Asa-Pacific region. These documents
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are subject to various methodologica and educational standards. However, their drawback isthat they do not
take into consideration the geo-politica characteristics of Far Eastern Russia

In August, 2007, polls were conducted on students from three technical universities. The results show that
41% of the students have visited at least one of the East-Asian countries and 67% of them have visited
China. 11.2% of them have been to Japan. One student has even been to the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea on four separate occasions. However, the Republic of Korea is the least visited among the East
Asian countries. Regarding the major reasons for not visiting Korea, respondents cited insufficient

information, visa problemsand alack of knowledge about Korean tourism.

As for the most important media of information, 24% cited TV, 13% magazines, 12% newspapers, and
radio 9%. What is interesting is that, regarding information on East-Asian countries, 18% of the students
clamed to learn most from their university classes, 14% from ther friends, and 10% from their parents.
When it comes to Russia-China, Russia-Japan, and Russia-K orea education centers, only ten students were
found to know anything about them, while the rest of the students gppeared to know nothing a al about

them.

With regard to their knowledge about neighboring countries, 70~80% of the respondents claimed to have
‘too little’, 10~15% ‘a little’, 5% ‘satisfactory’, and one or two ‘enough’. As for the most well-known
elements of knowledge about the countries, the respondents claimed to be most knowledgeable about
Japanese culture and customs, followed by the Chinese economy and East-Asian politica Situations. Though
some students appear to be aware of religions, movie stars and popular singers, they do not have any
information about art.

The subjects in which they gppear to be mogt interested are the economic development of Japan (53%),
followed by the military power of China (45%), the military power of Japan (33%), the culture and customs
of Japan (44%), and the culture and customs of China (29%). None of the students mentioned the ROK or
the DPRK. Such a negative result could be attributed to the fact that the two Koreas are not open to Russa

from Russia's point of view.

Northeast Asian History Foundation

279



280

Asfor China, 63% of the respondents stated that the economic relationship with Chinais ‘so good', and
51% of them said that the politica relaionship with Chinais ‘ satisfactory’. Regarding Japan, 48% of them
said that the economic relationship with Japan is *satisfactory’, and 54% of them said the political
relationship with Japan is dso ‘ satisfactory’. However, when it came to the ROK and the DPRK, mogt of
them stated that the economic and political relationships with the two Koreas are ‘ unsatisfactory’ (ROK: 68 -
71%; DPRK: 61 -62%).

23% of the students questioned said they could marry a person from one of the other countries, and among
these, 25% said they would marry a Japanese person if the occasion arose. However, 55% of the students
expressed a negative view of internationa marriage. 64% of them said they would never marry a Chinese
person, while, regarding international marriage with someone from the DPRK, 58% gave the same answer.

22~24% of the students reserved their decision on the matter.

Given these results, it may be said that young Russians know exactly how Asians and Europeans differ,
and that they are well aware that it could take a lot of effort to get dong with a spouse from a different

culture.

Asafina note, it is worth stating that humanities classes in science-oriented universties provide amost

no information on countriesin the Asa-Pacific region.
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I 6Secion

PRESENTATION OF EASTERN ASIAN COUNTRIES
IN PRESENT-DAY VIETNAMESE TEXTBOOKS

Nguyen Van Khanh (Vietnam National University, Hanoi)

Among the foreign countries presented in the present-day Vietnamese textbooks, the presentation of
Eastern Asian countries hold an important part. As soon asthey start their study at middle school, pupils are
provided with such basic knowledge as natural and socid geography and a smple history of East Asia. At
high school, pupils are provided with more comprehensive and systematic knowledge. This sort of
knowledge is presented mainly in History textbooks and, to a much lesser extent, in Geography textbooks
and Literature textbooks.

In the past decades, there have been severa attempts by Vietnamese educaionalists to reform the school
textbooks. Consequently, the presentation of Eastern Asian countriesin this textbooks underwent a variety of
changes. By andyzing the present-day Vietnamese school textbooks and comparing them with the pre-
reformed ones, this article seeks to highlight the present situation of the presentation of East Asian countries
in Vietnamese textbooks. It focuses on analyzing subjects presented in History textbooks and syllabus
currently used in Vietnamese middle schools, high schools, and universities. In the conclusion, some
suggestions are made which may help improve the presentation of the Eastern Asian countries in the

Vietnamese textbooksin the coming years.
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History Education in Mongolia: On the Description of
East Asia as Reflected in History Textbooks

J. Gerelbadrakh (Mongolian State Pedagogical University)

The Mongolian schooling system is structured according to three basic stages. pre-school education
(kindergarten), general education (11 years, elementary, junior and senior high schools) and university,
vocationa and trade schools. For 2 years, from the 6th to 7th year, a class named “ The History of World
Culture” is given in the general school system. World history is further divided into Eastern Culture and
Western Culture, of which the former is categorized into four periods. The Ancient East, Aspects of Eastern
Culturein the Middle Ages, Modern Culture, and Contemporary Culture, taught in that same order.

The chapter on ‘Ancient East’ dedls only with Chinese history, whilein * Aspects of Culturein the Middle
Ages Chinese and Japanese are taught. In “Contemporary Culture” the course follows Chinese and
Japanese higtory, while Korea is studied in the chapter titled “Adian Tigers’, in which the four countries
known for their successful economic development are introduced. In the class titled “ The History of World
Culture” as taught in Mongolia's genera education curriculum, most of its pages are dedicated to Chinese
and Japanese history when it comes to discussing the three countries, while Koreain the Ancient Eraand the
Middle Ages does not show up until it the section on contemporary history. They briefly describe each
period according to their south-of-the border neighbor, China. As for Japanese history, Japan's quest for
dominance in Asais explained in association with that country’s chronologica records. However, in the
section on contemporary history, China, Korea and Japan are described as mgjor players in terms of world
politics and economics. In this book, the Chinese are characterized to a small extent as an arrogant and sif-

righteous people with a long tradition of self-centered supremacy over, and of lesser respect for, other
peoples.
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In the higher level education curriculum offered in the universities, there are two mgjor groups: “World
History” and “The History of Mongolia’. The curriculum in each school is developed and organized
independently; hence the number of credit hours in each school can vary to a large extent. In case of the
Department of History at the Mongolian State Pedagogical University, 13 credits (312 hours) are offered for
“The Higtory of Mongolia’ over a span of four years, while 12 credits (288 hours) are offered for “World
History”.

Widely used textbooks include the 2-volume World History authored by the faculty of the History
Department of the Nationa University of Mongolia, Contemporary Eastern History (1945~1990) trand ated
by Bayarma (Department of History, Mongolian State Pedagogical University), the 2-volume “Korean
History” (ErdenTchimeg, Department of Korean Studies, National University of Mongolia, 2006) and
Eagtern History (16~21st century) (Tamir, Mongolian State Pedagogica University, 2007).

The number of textbooks on World History in Mongoliais relatively limited, owing to the comparatively
heavy emphasislaid on Mongolian History in the course of history education. It is noticegble, judging by the
contents of these history texts, that the history of Koreais seldom introduced when discussing the three Far
Eagtern countries (Korea, China and Japan), with most discussions centering on Chinaand Japan. Asaresult
of the scarcity of resources on Korean history in the Ancient Eraand the Middle Agesin Mongolia, Korean
history plays only a minor role in the course of describing the history of China and Japan. In other words,
this situation originates from a lack of resources and information. In the universities, however, most
ingtructors use world history textbooks published in Russian and/or Engllish; hence, when giving lectures on
Eagtern History, those three countries are given more or less equal weight, covering the whole period from
ancient to modern times. There has been an increasing trend towards the use of books and articlesin Korean,
Japanese and Chinese in the course of the study of Eastern History, which produces positive effects in
teaching the history of individua countriesin the Far East.

Firdt, students are introduced to basic history under chronologically categorized subsets of topics, before

taking “Magjor Issues in Eastern History” (4 credits, 192 hours) in their senior year. In this class, current
issuesin Eastern History are intensively discussed. Texts and books in either Russian or English are widely
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used. It is encouraging to observe the current shift towards the adoption texts and books in the language of
the country under discussion when the focus lies on the mgjor important historical events of these three
countries. These lectures are generally given by gradually increasing the number of instructors capable of
reading history booksin Chinese, Korean or Japanese.

Mongolian textbooks are edited with the god of describing the individual history of each country on the
basis of hitorica facts whenever possible. Yet the lesser weight that Korean history has among Far Eastern
countries can be attributed to following factors: first, the scarcity of resources on Korean history in
Mongolia; second, the lesser role Korea played in the Ancient Era and Middle Ages in the Far East; and,
thirdly, the persona opinions of the textbooks' authors.

It was also noted that the overall quality of the treatment of historical contents leaves room for
improvement in that the materials destined for general and higher education contain criticisms of the
arrogant stance of the one Superpower nation, namely China, while providing no refutation or description of
the negative effects that such a stance has incurred. 1t is indeed a downright serious blunder to neglect the
aspect of history education required to refute the arrogant and self-righteous attitude of China, a country that
denies the history of other countries and peoples and distorts history based not on scientific foundation but
on politica motivations, while the motto “We pursue the truth and righteous knowledge® has been set asthe
historical objective.
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I 8Secion

Organization and Properties of Korean Textbooks on
East Asia

Sin Seonggon (Hanyang University)

An dective subject, “The Higtory of East Asa,” was adopted in by senior high schools as part of the
revised high school curriculum for social science in 2007. The course on “The History of East Asid’
developed out of the need to further understanding on East Asia by helping students to review humanity’s
achievements and its relics in East Asia, and concurrently to help them develop the vision and insight
required to achieve mutua prosperity in the region. Students are expected to develop their own talents in
order to actively participate in the development of East Asia by investigating the community and the
interrelationships of the cultures created by East Asians from ancient times up until today. The goa was
clearly set to arouse students’ interest in achieving the communal prosperity of East Asia based on
reconciliation and cooperation, after providing them with the intellectua acuity to understand and analyze,

objectively and without any intentiond hias, the past and present in East Asa.

To achieve this, an objective was established with the aim of helping them to develop their insights and to
grasp the characteristics and issues of this region by understanding, collectively and systematically, the
progress of history in East Asiafrom an open and objective perspective. It was aso intended to train them to
utilize historical materials from varying viewpoints and to help them develop the vision required for

cooperation over the promotion of common prosperity in the region.
“The History of East Ada’ comprises 6 sections in consideration of high schools 6-unit, hourly-based,

credit system. Section by section learning goals pretty much correspond to the chapters in the previous

curriculum. The division of the sections was based roughly on chronological order, with magjor social
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changes discussed. Each section was named without recourse to conceptual terms, while historical facts

were mainly used to name the sections in such away as to reflect the characteristics of each period. These

can be tabulated as shown below.

Sections

Learning Goals (Contents)

I'. The Birth of East Asian History

Nature of East Asia; prehistoric culture; agriculture and stock-farming; birth
and growth of a state.

I, Population Migration and Cultural
Interaction

Population migration and war; ancient Buddhism; ruling by the criminal code,
administrative statutes, and Confucianism; and inter-state relations in East
Asia.

lll.Increased Productivity and
Changes in the Ruling Class

Northern tribes; increased agricultural productivity and small-scale farming;
civil and military officials; Neo-Confucianism.

IvV.Changes in the International
Order and the Formation of
National Traditions

Wars in East Asia ca. the 17th century; silver transaction and commerce
networks; population growth and socioeconomics; culture of the general
populace; each state's own traditions

V. In Search of the People’s State

Port-opening and the establishment of a modern people’s state; aggression of
imperial states; Nationalism and national movements; endeavors for peace;
acceptance of Western civilization and the ensuing changes.

VI, East Asia Today

Post-war problems; war and division; economic growth; political improvement;
conflict and reconciliation.

A prototype modd of “The History of East ASa’ designed in accordance with the revised curriculum of
2007 is under development with funding from the Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education, and should be
completed by December 2007. This project was designed to provide a foundation for the writing of new
textbooks within the scope of the new curriculum, and aso to produce training materias for the teachers. As
a representative sample of the elective subject “East Asian History”, the following two sections have been
highlighted in order to revea the characteristics involved in encompassing the whole of East Asia, reaching
beyond national borders.

Sections Learning Goals (Contents)

Population migration and war; ancient Buddhism; ruling by the criminal code
and administrative statutes and Confucianism; and inter-state relations in East
Asia.

I Population Migration and Cultural
Interaction

Port-opening and the establishment of a modern people’s state; aggression of
VI, In Search of the People’s State imperial states; Nationalism and national movements; endeavors for peace;
acceptance of Western civilization and the ensuing changes.
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In Section 11, the following contents have been selected as a model for their unfamiliarity and the
difficulties of understanding faced by teachers and students ke in describing and delivering the contents.

(D Understanding the growth of population migration and the frequent occurrence of war.

® Undergtanding the form of East Asian diplomacy - tributes and indtallation- from the perspective of
mutual necessity.

In Section V, “In Search of the People’'s State”, the contents were chosen to display the goal and direction
of the elective subject “The Higtory of East Asa’: this should (D) lay the groundwork and (5) contain items
exhibiting the goas and direction of this subject.

(D Comparing the implications of port-opening in each state and the process toward the formation of a
modern peopl€'s stete.

(® Comparing each ate as they began to accommodate Western civilization: what are the changes that

have occurred in society, culture and idess.

In principle, each content element should be about 10 pages long, and “ The Higtory of East Asid’ should
consst of about 200~250 pages. As for the title pages and the number of pages in these sample sections, it
was agreed to utilize maps, drawings, photos and bibliographic resources gppropriately, and to assign one
research activity to each content entry. Overal, each content e ement would be about 10 pages long, with 1
page each for the main introduction and subset introduction, 4 pages for the main description, 1 page each
for the two columns, 1 page for the research activities, and 2 pages for the references. The format will

necessarily be rather flexible.
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