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A Study on the Forced Expatriate of Korean Residents in
Japan in the Omura Immigration Center

Gab-Saeng Jeon

1. Introduction

Korean Residents in Japan returned to Korea after the liberation in 1945.
But some Residents had to stay in Japan. In addition, among those who
returned, went back to Japan.

GHQ and the Japanese Government treated the reentering Korean
Residents as stowaways or criminals, and committed them first to the Omura
Immigration Center (the O.I.C), then deported them from Japan.

In this paper we will discuss several issues. First, we will see the
establishing process of the stowaways center set up by GHQ and Japanese
Government. We will review the laws and policies adopted and executed by
Japanese Government until Korean War in order to deport Korean Residents.
Especially, we will briefly look into the debate in the Japanese Diet between
the government and lawmakers regarding deportation of Korean Residents.

Second, we will show the secret passages of Korean Residents to Japan,
as well as their deportation.

Third, we will overview the cases regarding expropriation and deportation
of Korean Residents at O.LC. Strifes by Korean Residents against
deportation of stowaways will be also discussed.

2. Stowaways center policies of Japanese Government and
forced deportation immediately after the liberation

Japan exacted the aliens registration from Korean Residents since
February 1946. Koreans who refused registration were committed to the
stowaways center and deported from Japan.

Following the enforcement of Aliens Registration Decree, Japan
promulgated Immigration Control Decree in August 1949, and set up the Exit
and Entry Control Office in October 1950. They formed the legal basis to
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deport Korean Residents who reentered or stayed in Japan.

Japanese Diet also announced that it would consider the reentering of
Korean Residents as secret passage, and that they should be deported to
Korea.

Korean Government was not very active in dealing with this issue. While
Japanese Government sentenced the reentering Korean Residents to as much
as one year of imprisonment, Korean Government treated the reentering as a
minor offense. Not until the breakout of Korean War did Korean Government
amended relevant laws to punish secret passage or reentering with as much

as one year jail time.

3. Policies regarding Omura Immigration Center and strifes
against deportation during the Korean War

Japanese Government established a center for illegal entrants in the
Bureau of Repatriation Support in Sasebo, which was the beginning of a
center accommodating Koreans. In December 1946, GHQ ordered that Koreans
arrested in Japan should be sent to this center, and deported Koreans by
ships departing regularly from Sasebo. GHQ also made it possible for local
allied forces to request U.S. Armed Forces in guarding and repatriating the
accommodated Koreans.

In January 1950, Japanese Cabinet Council announced 'Hario Center and
the Immigration Control Decree’, and decided to close the Bureau of
Repatriation Support in Sasebo and establish the Hario Center.

'Hario Center for Illegal Entrants under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’
was established at Hario Marine Corps in October 1950, and in December
was renamed 'Omura Immigration Center’ and moved to Omura Navy hangar
main building. In November 1952, Japanese Government made a plan to
double the capacity of the Center.

Prisoners were classified into several groups on account of either the
reason of deportation or the time they reentered Japan. Lepers were
accommodated separately. Prisoners were detained from six months to as
much as four years at the Center. They had to endure various treatments
infringing human rights - murder, violence, threat, conciliation, etc. — by
Japanese Police.
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4. Conclusion

From the facts outlined above, we have confirmed three important points:
First, GHQ and Japanese Government repressed Korean Residents in Japan by
the Aliens Registration Act and deportation policy. Especially, Japanese
Government and Diet punished Korean Residents who reentered Japan right
after the liberaton with the Immigration Control Decree.

Second, Korean Government did not engage in a negotiation with Japanese
Government in order for Korean Residents either to return to Korea or to
reenter and live in Japan. Rather, it even labelled the Residents as 'left-wing
elements’ or ’'bad elements’ and made an agreement with Japanese
Government to deport them.

Third, Japanese Government carried out policies infringing human rights,
forcing Korean Residents into indefinite period of commitment at Omura

Immigration Center since 1946.
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UN Command Policy on threatment of POW after Pongam

incident

Hak-Jae, Kim

1. POW’s camps and POW's war experience during Korean
War

The twentieth century was the century of war, and it was also the
century of camps. And the civilian population suffered at least as much as
combatants, and one significant element of war experience is therefore not
battle in the trenches, but the prison camp.

If we consider the East Asian context, there are lots of the same
problems and there are even more complex ones. The Korean War is another
example, one which provided one of the defining moments of the Cold War
between East and West and where POW (Prisoners of War) problems became
one of the most important and international concerns of the time. What is
interesting is that many POWs of the Korean War had the same nationality,
but were divided by their ideology. These POWs also became vehicles for
cultural and ideological propaganda of both blocs.

POW Camps during the Korean War, were the space which the logic of
‘state of exception’ and ‘universal human rights’ were colflicted. On the one
hand, ‘POWSs" were recognised as 'nations’ who fight with enemy, and they
protected under principle of Thuman rights bakcked by international
sovereignity. On the other hand, they were treated as 'Homo Sacer’ in 'state
of exception’ and excluded by sovereign power of nation—state.

Under this condition, POW camps in the Korean War undertook fuctions of
refugee camp, concentration camp, war criminal camp, political prison, and
immigration center. Therefore, | saw POW camps were a microcosm of
divided nation state, and I will regard POW camp as a base of Korean
modern political system, and condensation of violence which has effected

korean society for many decade.
2. Who are the Korean Prisoners of War

When the Korean War begins, there was a standard which determine
POW's status. The Geneva Convention of 1949 on the Treatment of Prisoners
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of War, introduced a concept of humanitarian treatment of POWSs. But the
Geneva Convention of 1949 was originally designed for a war between
individual (sovereign) nations. The Korean War, however, has both feature of
International Cold war and national Civil War, and the nation(state)-building
process was proceeding. United Staes, and UN did not recognised north korea
as a sovereign state, and this made ambiguous and exceptional condition of
POW’s status.

UNC attempted to apply the 'humanitarian’ provisions of the Geneva
Convention to POWSs. However, in reality, there was no clear standard to
determine who is POW and who is not. UNC defined ’'all captured personnel’
as POW and in the early stages of the Korean war, almost all person
captured by the UN force were permanently registered as POWSs. But there
were many fundamentally different categories of person.

UNC thought that Korean war was fundamentally different from previous
wars. They regard that they faced politically and psychologically total war. In
this condition, 'humanitarian treatment principle’ made some POWs as War
Criminals. And most of POWs were exposed nakedly to the inhumanitarian,
brutal violence of the UNC guards, and of another POWs.

In 1951, after armistice negotiation began, US suggested the principle of
voluntary(of free) repatriation of POWs, which means some of POW would
not be repatriated. This is the first case that never happened before. As a
result, the prisoners of war problem has proven the greatest obstacle to a
truce. At this moment, passive 'protectionism’ went to active 'liberalism’, but
the alienation between theory and reality maximized.

Actually, POWs treated by many exceptional measures, and exploited as a
informant and agent of psychological warfare. When they became ’civilian
internee’’  or ‘political refugee’, they were regarded as ex-communist

sympathizer.

3. The development of Pong—am incident and reaction of UNC

When Civilian Internees in Pong-am island camp resisted against UNC
guards in 1951. 12. 14, 85 prisoners were Kkilled and 113 wounded. They were
all civilians who indicated their wish to return to North Korea.

World criticized this incident, but UNC justified their mass Kkilling and
defined this incident as one of the 'Communist War in POW Camps’ and
"The Great Plot of communists’, and they believed there were 'The
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Background’ which control and order all riots. Therefore, UNC thought a
communist prisoner of war had to be regarded not as a ’passive human
being’ in need of care and protection but as an 'active enemy’ determined to
fight on in whatever way his leaders dictated.

The United States authorized Clark(Chief of UNC) to appoint UNC
Military Commisions for proceeding with Trials of POWSs. Trials was
introduced as a 'powerful weapon to fight evil communist’. US considered
this treatment as one of the effective solution to separate ‘a few fanactic’

from ‘obedient mass’.

4. The release of 'Anti—communist POWs’

After Pong-am incident, UNC discussed about release of 'mon—communist
POWs’'. As armistice negotiation proceed, UNC removed ’civilian internees’
from the POW lists. And released and renamed them as 'anti-communist
POWs’" in the midst of 1952. POW’s status changed from "enemy who had to
be repatriated’ to 'political prisoner who should be converted’.

The release program originated from economic consideration. ROK
government wanted to reduce their burden to feed all POWs, and also wanted
to conscript them. Since conflict had continued in POW camps, both ROK and
US wanted to protect them from ’ideological contamination’. In 1953, they
called as ’patriot anti-communist fighter’. In this context, the release of
anti-communist POWs became an national media event. They were all given
identification cards, and they responded as pledging their loyalty. For US, this
was one of the strategy for armistice, to remove main problem and to make

enemy recognize ‘fait accompli’. The US tried to give them ’'refugee’ status.
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Civilian concentration camps in Okinawa

TORIYAMA Atsushi

On 1 April 1945, US troops landed at the Okinawa Island and started to
construct military bases. In order to prepare for invasion of Japan mainland,
US troops needed many airfields and facilities to store weapons and materials.
So they destroyed villages and fields to use the land for military facilities.

On the other hand, there were many civilians to be protect in the battlefield.
US military government established concentration camps for civilians, but the
land distributed to military government were very small and not suited to
live. Many civilians were forced to move into northern area of the island and
keep in concentration camps. They were not permitted to go back to their
village until October 1945.

Military government constructed shelters and supplied foods and deployed
civilians to works including military operation such as construction of
airfields. US troops needed labor force, especially men labor, to support their
operations. In some concentration camps, civilians were divided into two
groups, men who can bear physical labor and the rest.

After Japan's surrender US troops moved to Japan mainland and Korea, a
lack of labor became serious in many military facilities. But there were few
civilian lador force in central and southern districts in Okinawa, because there
were no land for resettlement in these areas. Then US troops changed their
policy to open small land for resettlement of civilians. But huge land
continued to be occupied by US troops, so many civilians had no land for
agriculture and had no choice but to work in military bases.

All civilian concentration camp disappeared in 1946, many civilians continued
to be deprived their village by US troops and work in military bases to

survive.
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“Re education” and “Confession”: The Origin and Development

of “War Criminal Management Centre” in China

Tetsusi Marukawa
This paper aims to provide a theoretical historical analysis of the “re
education” and “confession” which took place in the Fushun War Criminal
Management Centre in the People’s Republic of China, where approximately
one thousand Japanese army officers and soldiers were transported from
Siberia after the establishment of New China in 1947.
First of all, the policy of the Centre that gave privileged treatment to the
Japanese prisoners of war traces its origin in the measures taken by the
Communist army during the Sino Japanese war. We could argue that it
derives from China’s own experience, not the European experience of the two
World Wars, in particular, that of the guerrilla war.
The “Yan’an reports” of America’s Office of War Information tell us that the
Communists’ humane treatment of the Japanese prisoners of war was in fact
the strategy of overcoming their military inferiority at the time. Whilst the
Japanese soldiers did not lend their ears to the ideological pronouncement of
the Communists, it was reported, they were heartened by the benevolent
attitude of the Communist troops and showed no rebellious gesture. Moreover,
China’s decision to repatriate the prisoners to Japan resulted in revealing the
fallacy of anti China propaganda by the Japanese army.
The Japanese veteran officers and soldiers who had spent some years in the
“War Criminal Management Centre” formed the “Returned Soldiers from
China Network” (Chukiren) after their repatriation, and have since made a
ceaseless effort to promote the anti war activity. Although it suffered from
the internal conflict during the Cultural Revolution, the unity of the Network
was restored later on. Behind these veteran soldiers’ strong determination and
motivation lies their experience of “re education” and “confession” in Fushun.
The members of Chukiren were repatriated to Japan in the late 1950s, many
of whom, labelled as “Communists” or “the brainwashed,” had to face varying
difficulties in everyday life. This is due to the rising anti Communist
atmosphere in Japan in the wake of the Korean War.

It is important to situate and understand China’s “re education” policy in the
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particular context of its revolutionary politics. For instance, Puyi, known as
the “Emperor of Manchukuo”, who also went through the “re education”
process, turned into a Chinese civilian in this political landscape of the
Chinese revolution.

The “confession” process in Fushun, which was based upon the strict
interrogation of the prisoners, seems to be also related to the development of
the Cold War politics of that time. The observation of the “confession”
process makes us understand that China was then trying to create a different
concept of “judgment” to that of the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal and the
Nanjing Military Tribunal. Its distinctive concept of judgement that granted
pardon to those who confessed their crimes, nevertheless, could be explained
in relation to China's motive to produce its reliable allies who could possibly

work for the country’s security and survival in the time of the Cold War.
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How to come to terms with a burdening past - the German

example

Jom Riisen

1. The challenge

History is a medium, within which a person, a social group, a people,
a nation and a whole culture formulate and discuss their identity.
Identity is a self-relationship in human subjectivity, which synthesizes
the experience of the past and the expectation of the future. It is the
temporal face, by which humans express peculiarity and their difference
from others. In order to bring about liveable historical identity the
presentation of the past must include experiences the people can
identify ~ with. Identity always asks for strong elements of
self-affirmation. Therefore history which presents an image of one's

own self has always self in store positive features of this.

This elementary shape of identity is clearly expressed in the following

quotation of a comic strip:

' S Loaw, ;I;;LL THOSE POOR
SAPE TRDDGING 10 WORK )
ON A MONDPAY MORNING

A negative self-image disturbs human life and is a source for mental

illness, suffering and self-destruction.

Negative historical experiences, however, are a challenge for historical
identity formation. Their negative assessment strictly runs against the
need for a positive self relationship in historical culture. Therefore
those who had to struggle with this contradiction have developed

mental strategies of historical sense generation enabling them to inspire
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their future life perspectives with an encouraging reference to their

past.

2. Possible answers

There are quite a lot of possibilities of fulfilling this need to come to
terms with negative elements in the past. They can be categorized into
two completely different approaches to the past: (a) rejecting it, i.e. not
giving it a place in the historical culture of one's own identity or (b)

accepting it, i.e. giving it a place in the historical image of oneself.

(a) Rejection can be brought about by suppression, concealment,
exterritorialization, relativization and by changing the historical
significance. Relativization means to weaken the historical significance
of negative events by emphasizing positive ones within the same
history. Exterritorialization means to place the challenging historical
event outside the realm of one's own history by assigning it to the
realm of somebody else's history. Changing historical significance
means to interpret the burdening past in such a way that its burdening
negative character has vanished or is turned into a positive one, so

that the perpetrator can appear as a victim.

(b) The burdening past can be accepted by moral condemnation. Here
the values ruling this condemnation are placed into the centre of one's
self image. Another possibility — I think it is the most elaborated one
- is to integrate the negative events into one's own history thus giving
it elements of ambivalence and heterogeneity.

3. The Geman case

The German nation is - as far as I know - the only one which has
erected a monument for its victims. In 1999, the German Parliament,
the Bundestag, decided to build a "monument for the murdered Jews

in Europe", and in May 2005 it was opened.
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1
i

Holocaust Memorial in Berlin, first design by Peter Eisenman and
Richard Serra

Peter Eisenmnan, revised design, Memorial for the Murdered Jews of Europe, 1998,

Holocaust Memorial in Berlin, later design by Peter Eisenman!)

1) Young, James E.: at Memory’s Edge. After-Images of the Holocaust in Contemporary Art
and Architecture. New Haven (Yale UP) 2000), p. 213
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Holocaust Memorial in Berlin, detail2

This is a unique event in the history of historical culture in the West,
if not worldwide. Has this any relevance beyond the specific situation
of the Germans after the end of World War II?

I think that this specific, if not unique case has a general relevance. It
does not only indicate a future-directed Holocaust memory of the
Germans, but it addresses a general turn of the logic of historical
memory. It is a turn which makes the German case interesting and
worthwhile to be discussed, not only for the West, but for non-western
countries as well. For all places and contexts wherever the question is
raised how to come to terms with a burdening past, the case of the

development of historical culture in Germany might be interesting.

In Germany, the different mental strategies mentioned above can be
observed. 1 would like to bring them into a temporal order by
constructing ideal types and by ascribing these ideal types to the three

different generations of post-war German history. (For the following

2) Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ) Nr. 159, 12. Juli 2004, p. 29
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argumentation I mainly refer to the West German case.)

The first generation consisted of people, who lived in the Nazi time
and had to build up the destroyed country after the war. Suppressing
the memory of the Nazi crimes was rather impossible. The evidence
was too strong, and the victors who occupied Germany confronted the
Germans with their atrocities in the context of a re-education
programme. The publicly dominant reaction to the Nazi past was

concealment.

In order to build up a new democratic German state, there was no
alternative but to refer to the elite of the Nazi system except for its
prominent representatives who had fled, been executed or were in
prison. The involvement of this elite in the Nazi-system was not really
an issue in post-war Germany (except for the weak attempts of
de-Nazifying the German people in the first years directly after the
war). In some cases the suffering of the Germans during and after the
war was used to attribute victimhood to the Germans thus avoiding
their responsibility for the Nazi crimes. Moreover this responsibility
was exterritorialized: the Nazi leadership was separated from the
normal and ordinary German people who were seduced by these aliens.
The Germans concentrated their mental efforts on surviving the
hardships of massive destruction by the Allied bombing and of mass
expulsion of millions of Germans from the eastern parts of the

country.

The mental structure of the Cold War helped the Germans to hide
their historical involvement in the Nazi-crimes. In the framework of a
theory of totalitarianism they could again -in an intellectually rather
attractive way - exterritorialize these crimes into the realm of
communism. The FEast German state did the same by attributing
Nazism to capitalism, thus transferring the whole blame of the recent

German past to West Germany. The official ideology of anti-fascism
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rendered the East-Germans innocent.

Under the wveil of concealment the burden of responsibility was
transferred to the next generation. Indeed, this generation accepted its
responsibility and changed the historical culture of concealment into a
highly moralizing attitude towards the recent German past. By
moralization self-affirmation was gained. Doing so the young Germans
referred to the principles of a universalistic morality, and they inscribed
these principles into the fundamentals of the historical and, of course,
the political culture of West Germany. At the same time they pushed
the German past into a fundamental distance from themselves defining
their historical identity by this distance and by an identification with

the victims.

The Holocaust memorial in Berlin is a speaking symbol for this taking
over the historical responsibility for the Nazi past and its crimes

against humanity, and for identifying with the victims.

However, there remained the unsolved problem of this generation. It
was the question of how to mediate their genealogical connection, their
being a part of German history, which critically kept the past in
distance.

The third generation had to find an answer to this question. This
answer has characterized the historical culture of Germany ever since
the late 80s up to our days. It can be addressed by the category of

historization.

Historization does not mean that the burdening past is losing its
threatening challenge to the cultural orientation of the Germans in the
realm of historical memory. On the contrary: the power of the memory
of the Nazi-crimes has increased with the temporal distance to its
occurrence. The German nation of today is an outcome of the history
which includes the Nazi barbarism and - now after unification also the

inhumanity of the communist system - the Germans are now trying to
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re-integrate the past hitherto kept in distance from their identity into it.
By doing so they have not given up the moral standards which have
been inscribed into the fundamentals of their historical and political

culture.

This process of re-integrating the burdening past into the historical
frame of cultural orientation is still going on, and the end of it is still
open. Nevertheless, some features of this new German historical culture
have already become visible. Its main characteristics are a growing
heterogeneity and ambivalence of the historical features which define
German identity. The dark parts, the shadow of inhumanity are being
integrated into a highly complex historical self-understanding. The
spatial proximity of the Holocaust memorial to the monuments of other
and older German history in the centre of Berlin signifies this new

ambivalence.

It is in this new pledge for ambivalence that the German historical
culture now can integrate historical experiences which had been
excluded in favour of a clear moral judgement. Since the late 80s the
Germans felt able to say "we" meaning the perpetrators and they could
thematize their own victimization and their suffering in and after the
war at the same time. The Allied bombing and the mass expulsion,
which did not fit into the morally condemned recent past have now
become a part of it. This took place, of course, without blurring the

clear lines of responsibility.

4. The significance of the German case

Has the described German case any paradigmatic significance for the
development of historical culture in other countries? There is some
evidence for a positive answer to this question. We can observe, for
instance, that in other FEuropean countries similar changes of the

structure of collective memory have taken place. Clear distinctions
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between the positive view on one's own past in contrast to the
negative past of the other peoples (mainly the Germans) are given up
in favour of more complex traits of one's own historical
self-understanding. In this respect e.g. the collaboration with the
German aggressor has got growing attendance. Responsibility to the
inhumanity and barbarism of Nazi rule were attributed to a wider
range of historical experience than that of Germany. The European
dimension of racism and anti-Semitism is systematically taken into
account. A higher degree of ambivalence is realized by the insight of
the German neighbours into their own involvement in the inhumane
ideology and activities culminating in the Holocaust; thus the innocence

of one's own people is being blurred.

This growing complexity or heterogeneity and ambivalence seems to
become an essential element of the emerging European historical
culture which includes and synthesizes the various national and regional
historical memories of the FEuropean countries and peoples. The
distinction between victims and perpetrators has not been given up, but
it is gaining more complexity. Perpetrators can be victims at the same

time and vice versa.

This tendency is of great importance for overcoming the traditional
powerful ethnocentrism in historical culture, which is still prevailing all
over the world. The described ambivalence may dissolve the strict
distinction between good and evil, which always occurs when drawing
a historical line of definition concerning the image of oneself in
difference to the otherness of the others. (Even the widespread
moralistic attitude of dividing the world of historical memory into that
of perpetrators and victims -- not to speak of the profiteers and
bystanders -- is based on the logic of ethnocentrism and its unbalanced
distribution of values between the positive self and the less positive or
negative otherness of the others.) Allowing the shadow of one's own

history a place in the cultural processes of identity building opens the
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door to a new approach to the otherness of the others beyond the
clear mutual exclusion of good and evil. Ambivalence makes it
possible to keep up the peculiarity of one's own historical identity and
to recognize the peculiarity of the others on the same normative level
of being human. The ethnocentric division of peoples, nations, and
cultures is overcome by sharing the values of humaneness as well as

the potential of inhumanity in every human being.

If this basic humanism is achieved in the fundamentals of historical
culture a further step can be done to overcome the lasting compulsion
to repeat the struggles and conflicts of the past by the way they are
commemorated. This step is the step of forgiving. Forgiving introduces
a new power of humanism into the mental activities of forming

historical identity.

There are not many examples for this humanizing historical memory.
But nevertheless, they exist. Let me mention only three: the first is the
remarkable announcement of Eva Kor at the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz; here she announced her
manifesto of forgiving: "Fifty years after liberation from Auschwitz, I
Eva Mozes Kor, in my name only, give this amnesty because it is
time to go on; it is time to heal our souls; it is time to forgive; but

never forget:--"3)

3) http://users.abcs.com/candles/amnesty.htm
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Declaration of Amnesty
Auschwitz 50 Years Later

1, Eva Mozes Kor, a twin who as a child survived josef Mengele's experiments at
Auschwitz fifty years ago, hercby give amncsiy to all Nazis who participated directly or
indirectly in the murder of my family and millions of others.

1 extend this amnesty to all governments who protected Nazi criminals for fifty
years, then covered up their acts, and covered up their cover up.

iy Yeasd aier Uperation froe Kuichues 1iva Moaet Kot b my naine ey, e
this amnesty because it is time to go on; it is time to heal our souls; it is time to forgive,
but never forie, 1 s i 1o cpen up 2l the cassfied ane pespenl fles ot only for the
sake of history, but to alleviate human suffering. 1, as a Citizen of the Free World, de-
clare here in Auschwitz, that 1 have the human ngh[ 10 locate my Auschwitz files 50 |
know what germs and chemicals were injected into my body fity years ago. 1 expect the
leaders of the world to put politics aside and, for the sake of all humanity, assist us in get-
ting our files, Help us make it possible for every Mengele Guinea Pig, for every survivor to
find their files, their stories, their past.

I, the only living member of a very large family, in their name and mine appeal (o
the US. Congress, to the Isracii Knesset, the German legislators, and others who have the
power, 1o pass laws dismantling all Nazi-related investigative units, such s the US. Jus-
lice Department Office of Special Investigations, and open up all Nazi files to survivors
and the public.

Look up to the skies, here in Auschwitz. The souls of millions of victims are with
s~ and 1 am saying, with them as witnesses: "Enough is Enough. Fifty Years is More
Than Enough.” 1 am healed inside, therefore it gives me no joy to see any Nazi criminal in
jail, nor do T want 1o see 2ny harm come to Josef Mengele, the Mengele Family or their
business corporations. 1 urge all former Nazis to come forward and testify (© the crimes
they have committed without any fear of further persecution.

Here in Auschwitz, 1 hope in some small way to send the worldv a message of for-
giveness, a message of peace, 2 message of hope, a message of healing

NO MORE WARS, NO MORE EXPERIMENTS WITHOUT INFORMED CONSENT,
NO MORE GAS CHAMBERS, NO MORE BOMBS, NO MORE HATRED, NO MORE KILLING,
NO MORE AUSCHWITZES.
2
Py Meo Lo

8 Moz

s Kor
27, 1995, Auschwitz

T

o [ Ko L

This act of forgiving was an act of liberation for herself: "“A burden
of pain was lifted from my shoulders. I was no longer a victim of
Auschwitz. I was no longer a prisoner of my tragic past. I was finally

free."4)

My second example is the truth-and-reconciliation-commission in South
Africa. The black female author Pumla Gbodo-Madizikela has published
a book about her experience and engagement in the context of the
work of this commission.5) This book is a speaking example for the
idea and the practical realization of forgiveness as an element of

historical culture.

The third example is a Korean one. I think of a dialogue between a
student of Seoul National University and Kim Dae Jung, former
President of the Republic of Korea during a question and answer

session after the latter had delivered a lecture at Seoul National

4) htttp://www.departments.bucknell.edu/pr/releases/Archives%202002/fall%20semester/
kor%20talk%2010-28-02.htm

5) Gobodo-Madikizela, Pumla: A human being died that night. A story of forgiveness. Clarmont:
David Philip Publishers 2003

147



University on 26 September 1997. When he was asked for his relation
to those politicians who are responsible for the Kwangju massacre he
said : “To be able to reconcile is the most desirable situation.
However, even if the offenders do not apologize, the victim can still
forgive.”0)

With this last example I would like to conclude. The steps from
concealment to moralization and from moralization to historization can
and should be pursued into the direction of this growth of humaneness
in historical culture. We should carry our necessary moral judgement
of past events into a mental process of mourning.”) By this process the
loss of humanity in the past can create a chance of gaining it back in
a new way. The chain of atrocities usually binds the past to the
present by the compulsive power of repetition., This chain can be
broken in coming to terms with the burdening past. Forgiving can

liberate us from the burden of the past.

6) Han, S.-J. (ed.) 1998. Looking out from the East towards the world: Kim Dae Jung's
Lecture at Seoul National University and Debate on Human Rights. Seoul, 54-58;
republished in: Diawara, Mamadou; Lategan, Bernard; Riisen, Jorn (Eds): Memory in
Africa. Forthcoming New York: Berghahn Books 2009.

7) Cf. Rusen, Jorn: Trauma and Mourning in Historical Thinking, in: Journal of
Interdisciplinary Studies in History and Archeology, vol. 1, no. 1, Summer 2004, pp.
10-2
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Jorn Riisen (Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut)

g A(history) & 3 Q17h, AFE R, =ul W1F AA] F57b 2 <ol zpale
AL gAgsta =olstE wiAloltk AA A (dentity) e 213k F oA

3 5= A7) A P(self-relationship) & 24, A A7 mao] sk 7S

TET AAPE AbEo] Al H5AN Al AolE B
temporal face®)tt. AEX2 AAH AAAHES ESEE AAE AL o A}
HEo] A2 FAAE F dE AIHES Egdornt g AAGL AAY F
ek 247] Aol 8AES d8 R s agERE Z7] AAle oln| A E Al Al
FE GAE @ FES A7 ouA Y T4A FHE FoA S o] %
1A e FAdS ool -8R AARE HoA EHEA =gdn

LOUK AT ALL THOSE PODR
SAPS TRLOGING TO WORK )
ON A MONDAY MORNING

BAAR A7) olu A& kel g weelil, A
o] Ado] H}, aEx gk B Al AALE
%

- -1
A (challenge)o] ®rh FAA AALE A3 El
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roll A 82 A7) Aol gk oo FEIT 2R R oled XeEy AE
glof st AMHES e AYS dwd o Ao AAE giHeA FxEE
5 a5 F e A A4S Z2E Ay AAA dES SAA A

2. 7bs% 9 E

I Eeoe= FAA 245H dHerd 285 FHAE F Ue T Aol
nf 9 @ol ©§AUT o] 7heAdS HAAC g ehds] Fold F el HIw
o2 WFEskE 4 (rejecting)Avh. AA WHE FAA HAd Aol o]
AL = A7 AAAC FAH= JAHES Sl BAA A7 Ay S oA
& ofd sgstA &= Aotk =4 WHE FAA 379 & (accepting) o]t
oA & AL GAEA olm[ A Hol| RAA AT EolH F JEF AYE
groff gk= A o]t}

A A-S Az ARxE o d(suppression), 29 (concealment), %] &|HHA

3} (exterritorialization), o] & (relativization), SA}A 2lw]e] ¥ 3} (changing the
historical significance)& &3 dold = Av} Fuste L FAF AQdlA T
A2 AAAE FxrFToEA BAA ARAEY AAA guE FEATIE RS
Jstot. e astet T80 AN AR S T UE AMEEY 94 9
Aol gt oza 7| AHAle]l AAL vpgdel] 2] FEEH YrEE Zie o] v] gk},
LA ALY ou H A Ry FAA dHo] AAAEE wrEAY
oUW A Ao ® AsiA7|= WA R RuaswR AAAE 511“ sk A
S sttt o8 A td ThsiAbvE AR YERE 4 9tk
A A€ 2A Bdaaey dAe 294 AHE T FE8E A 9
7l A= o] JxE Awlste 7HAEo] A7] oln| Ao FAld FolA Hu. E
s BAA AIES A7) ALY FAbel S o=, 27 A AL
4714 4 A (ambivalence)# ©] A4 A 7 (heterogeneity) & W 8AES FIte

Aoty vz oA o] 7Hd Auld whaoleta Azhgi

19
=

3. 59 A

W7k ol 3 5 H0le AXE v A" AAFGES 9% VdES A
& sk SRloltk 19999 5 AwWel(Bundestag)> “AElE F 9 FUldE
S 9% 7]%‘%( onument for the murdered Jews in Europe)”¢] *4$& AA 3}
Ak gE

2 2005%1 5 ¢k s Aot
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<z¥ 2. ¥ g o}o]A(Peter Eisenman)¥ # = A& (Richard Serra)’} A
A Hxo HE2d TREAZE AUV IE>

Peter Eisennan, revised design, Memorial for the Murdered Jews of Europe, 1998,

<29 3. 2L Fo HE ofolAlvte] A WEH SRAXE AV|V|FESD

1) James E. Young, At Memory's Edge. After-Images of the Holocaust in Contemporary Art
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L Bt 29 AtElES EAgH. A7l Al ZEA AbERE st e
skt AR Atdle obf-arHl = W 505 S Bro}b olut Aol (Eva Kor)7b W
FE3E Ghek Qdafolt, of 7)ol 1 S #E Aqle] HAE e 2o
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Declaration of Amnesty
Auschwitz 50 Years Later

1, Eva Mozes Kor, a iwin who as a child survived Josef Mengele's experiments at
Auschwitz fifty years ago, hercby give amnesty to all Nazis who participated directly or
indirectly in the murder of my family and millions of others.

end this amnesty to ail governments who protected Nazi criminals for fifty
years, men Covered u up their acts, and covered up their cover up.

Fifty years after liberation from Auschwitz, I Eva Mozes Kor, in my name oly, give
this amnesty because 1t is time 10 g0 on; it is time to heal our souls; it i time o forgive,
but never forger; it is time to open up all the ciassified and pessonal files not oly for the

sake of history, but to alleviate human suffering. 1, as a Ciiizen of the Free World, de-
Clare here in Auschwic, that | have the human right 1o locate my Auschwitz files 50 1
know what germs and chemicals were injected inio my body fifty years ago. I expect the
leaders of the world to put politics aside and, for the sake of all humanty, assist us in get-
it possible for every Mengele Guinea Pig, for every survivor to

find their files, their stori ,Lhexr past.

1, the only living member of 2 very large f i their appeal to
the US. Cangess, 1o the Tsrach Knesset, e German lcgml:xors ot omers o bove e
power, 10 pass laws dismantling all Nazkrelated investigative unis, such as the US. Jus-
tice Départment Office of Special Investigations, and open up all Nazi files to survivors
and the public.

Look up 1o the skies, here in Auschwitz. The souls of millions of victims are with
us- and 1 am saying, with them as witnesses: "Enough is Enough. Fifty Years is More
‘Than Enough.” 1 am healed inside, therefore It gives me no joy to see any Nazi criminal in
jail, nor do T want to sec any harm come to Josef Meagele, the Mengele Family or theis
business corporations. | urge all formes Nuzs to come forwrard and testfy o the crimes

they have committed without any feas of further persecution,

Here in Auschwitz, I hope in some small way to send the world, a message of for-
giveness, a message of peace, a message of hope, a message of healing.

NO MORE WARS, NO MORE EXPERIMENTS WITHOUT INFORMED CONSENT,
NO MORE GAS CHAMBERS, NO MORE BOMBS, NO MORE HATRED, NO MORE KILLING,

NO MORE AUSC

s Mmeo Az
Jansary 57 1598 S
fanuary 27, 1995, s
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(i g /LK
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Wimeis Vi
7 N

o] 49 HFFL A7 S HEATIE AARNT o] ool A aLE9
Aol AR e o ol off-qpHl x| s AATL oYtk vt ol vl H
2l A A e = Aol otk mAW Ue AFE AU

Wk gske o wlA Abdle dolzegbe] XA shel 9] 9 3] (the
truth-and-reconciliation-commission)©] t}. 521 o] A 2H7}Ql F&} 11X E-wlr] A
A2} (Pumla Gbodo-Madizikela)= ©] 13 5o FAPd A2l A&

3) http://users.abcs.com/candles/amnesty.htm

4) htttp://www.departments.bucknell.edu/pr/releases/Archives%202002/fall%20semester/
kor%20talk%2010-28-02.htm
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5) Gobodo-Madikizela, Pumla: A human being died that night. A story of forgiveness. Clarmont:
David Philip Publishers 2003

6) S.-J. Han(ed.), Looking out from the East towards the World' Kim Dae Jung's Lecture at
Seoul National University and Debate on Human Rights(Seoul 1998), pp. 54-58. ¢o] &<
thg do| 25259t} Mamadou Diawara, Bernard Lategan, HJorn Risen(eds.), Memory
in Africa. Forthcoming New York: Berghahn Books 2009.
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