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International Lecture Meeting Commemorating
the 90th Anniversary of the March 1st Movement in Korea

09:30~09:50 Registration

09:50~10:00 Opening Remarks by KIM Yongdeok (President, Northeast Asian History Foundation)

* Morning Session Moderator : LEE Hoon
(Director of the Research Division |, Northeast Asian History Foundation)

10:00~10:50 - KIM Heegon (Professor, Andong National University : Director of Andong
Independence Movement Memorial Hall) :
Significance of the March 1st Movement and the Korean Provisional Government
in World History

- Discussant : PARK Chanseung (Professor, Hanyang University)

10:50~11:40 - GENG Yunzhi (Researcher, Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences) :
Significance of the May 4th Movements in Modern Chinese History

- Discussant: BAIK Youngseo (Professor, Yonsei University)

11:40~12:30 - MATSUO Takayoshi (Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University, Japan) :
Taisho Democracy and the March 1st Independence Movement

- Discussant: CHOI Duksoo (Professor, Korea University)
12:30~14:00 Lunch

* Afternoon Session Moderator : CHA Woonghwan
(Director of the Research Division I, Northeast Asian History Foundation)

14:00~14:50 - Thomas KNOCK (Professor, Southern Methodist University, United States) :
Woodrow Wilson's Internationalism : Then and Now(1919-2009)

- Discussant : GWEON Yongrip (Professor, Kyungsung University)

14:50~15:40 - KIM Yongkoo (Chairman, Hallym Academy of Science, Hallym University) :
Historical Significance of the Versailles System and the Korean Peninsula

- Discussant: LEE Geunuk (Professor, Sogang University)

15:40~16:00 Break

16:00~17:30 Wrap—-up Session Moderator: Yi Mahnyol (Sookmyung Women's University)
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I . Prologue

The year of 1919 was a very significant period for both Korean and world histories. In
world history, the year saw a completion of territorial war between the front-runner and
late-coming imperial nations. Wrapping up the world war, the year was a starting point for
the victorious countries to engage in efforts to form a new international order centered on
them, giving birth to the Paris Peace Treaty. As for the colonized countries, they were
seriously affected by the victory and defeat of the imperial nations. Against this backdrop,
the colonized nations which had been under colonial rule of the victorious countries like
the United States and United Kingdom could not expect independence in the true sense of
the word. Accordingly, the nations controlled by the outside forces had no choice but to
pay a keen attention to the result of the war. But it would not be so easy for the nations to
give up all privileges even if they were ruled by the winning countries. As for them, they
might have expected chances to proactively raise the issues related to them and their
peoples in the process of holding the international conferences.

The colonized nations seemed to have two kinds of similar goals. One was to set up an

independent nation free from outside forces and the other was to establish a modernized
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state rather than returning to old regime or middle age. The former was revealed in the
form of independent movement against colonialism while the latter was materialized in the
process of pursuing modernization. To sum up, the independence struggle had the
common objective of gaining sovereignty and constructing modern nations.

In Korean history, the year of 1919 was also an important period. After experiencing
more than eight years of colonial rule, the Korean people felt that they faced a precious
chance to set up an independent nation. They also had progressive trends calling for
establishment of a modern democratic country instead of retuning to the old regime of
monarchism. The former refers to modernization while the latter implies independence
movement from colonial rule. The year of 1919 is very important in the Korean history in
that such change took place at that time.

In view of the significance of the year 1919, let’s look into the meaning of the March
Ist Independence Movement and the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea.
The reason of jointly studying the March 1st Movement and the Provisional Government
campaign is that the latter was established as a result of the former and their special

significance deserves world assessment.

II, The Meaning of March 1st Independence Movement in World
History

1. Taking the lead in fight against imperial aggression

Less than 10 nations have engaged in imperial aggression and exploitation around the
globe. Absolutism triggered by territorial expansion by Spain and Portugal was focused on
establishing colonies around the world. As for the colonial countries, such invasions were
considered ‘discoveries’ or ‘forays’ but for the colonized nations in Asia, Africa and
America they were equivalent to frustrations and agonies.

Infiltration took place in the name of advancement. For instance, France and UK fought

over the hegemony following the Netherlands. During the post-industrialization period, the
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front-runner Western nations occupied most of the world regions as their colonies and they
confronted challenges from late-comers like Germany, Russia and the United States who
called for dividends of their own. In the process, Japan emerged in East Asia as a second-tier
imperial nation.

Many nations other than Western countries were subjected to the imperial aggression.
In Southeast Asia, nations like Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and India became
colonies of the Netherlands, Spain, France and the UK for the period extending from 100
to 400 years. Nations in Latin America had been under colonial rule from a longer time
before the colonialism in Asia, with some of them being liberalized in early 1800s. But the
rise of "the theory of dependence" in late 20th century proves the interlocked relations
between the colonial and once colonized countries. Colonial history can also be traced in
Europe. Ireland provides the most exemplary case whose people suffered from the yoke of
UK’s colonial rule for more than 800 years without territorial sovereignty.

The imperial nations’ exploitation and aggression was so strong that few colonized
nations could stand with it. That is the reason why the colonized nations’ resistance
remained at minimal level. Despite Spain’s colonial rule which lasted more than 400 years,
the Philippines deployed a little resistant movement. In defiance of colonial rule of France,
Vietnam carried out only a small scale independence movement by Nguyen Dynasty and
Confucius scholars in the southern region. Indonesia’s independence movement was also
limited given the fact that the nation is composed of more than 240 races and 500
languages. In India, there was *"Sepoy Mutiny’’ triggered by Indian mercenaries, but that
was a sort of revolt in protest of the poor welfare system rather than an independence
movement. Given the seemingly minimal resistance in Asian region with relatively long
history and tradition, we can definitely conclude that there were virtually no independence
movements against imperialism in Africa and Oceania.

The discrepancy of state power between the colonial and colonized countries was so
wide. This is the reason why the colonized nations which carried out independence
movement against all odds should be highly assessed. Struggle against aggression exists
elsewhere. But there are few cases where such movements took place at national level

comprising all the people. In general, oppression easily occurred because the strength of
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aggression was so strong compared to the resistance. In the process, colonized nations
were tamed with the influence of the cultural superiority of the colonial countries.

Most resistance against absolutism and imperialism first took place in provincial areas.
It was a kind of struggle for survival and for keeping identity. Looking into the history of
struggle against imperialism in Asia, albeit without details, will help describe the common
and special points of Korea’s independence movements.

The March 1st Movement has been highly assessed in Korean independence movement
history. Most of all, the movement helped to give birth to the modern and democratic
republic for the first time in Korean history, in consideration of nationwide participation,
non-violent struggle and far-reaching impact upon the global community. But there is a
limitation also. Regarding the meaning of March 1st movement in the world’s history of
anti-colonialism, some assert the movement gave only a limited impact upon
independence movement in some countries. We need to pay heed to the fact that the March
Ist Movement took the leading role in preventing then dominant imperial forces from
overwhelming the remaining regions of the world.

The March 1st Movement should be judged as the most representing struggle aimed to
prevent the imperial nations’ colonialism and its trend from spreading further. To prove this, we
need to refer to the independence struggle by the colonized nations around the World War 1. In
the wake of the world war, the March 1st Movement began with the rising trend of
anti-aggression, and anti-imperialism. This was in line with the rise of the Irish War of
Independence or Anglo Irish War.

By comparison, the March 1st Movement showed particular characteristics in some
aspects. The declaration touched upon the problematic points of imperialism and
hegemonic attitudes while submitting a direction for humankind for the sake of peaceful
coexistence based on humanitarianism. Besides the inevitability of independence, the
movement also cited the ideal and vision the humans should pursue.

The Movement has generally been dealt with in the context of Korean history. Even
world history textbooks published in Korea have largely failed to refer to the movement.
Despite the importance of the independence struggle by many small countries in the

post-World War I period, there have been few references about them. It is a sort of
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reversed discrimination against own history in the pretext of overcoming self
history-oriented concept.

From the perspective of world anti-colonialism history, the March 1st Movement took
the leading role in stopping the mega trend of imperialism and colonialism. The movement
also prompted nations attending the Paris Peace Treaty forum to deal with the issue of the
colonized nations though the participants originally attempted to exploit the forum as a
stage to garner their interests. It was a kind of challenge against the then power nations as
the movement, backed by all the people, called on the attending nations to cope with the
Korean issue. It was beyond a matter of one nation and people. Despite limited influence
and lack of spreading forces, the movement realized a certain goal of advertising the fact
that the colonized nations were so eager to retain independence. Such move provided an
exemplary case for the nations under or facing colonialism. That was the reason why many
nations like China made headline coverage about the movement.

The March 1st Movement should be assessed within the context of the world
anti-colonialism history in the wake of the World War I. The movement took the lead in
terms of time range, and China highly appreciated the movement in dealing with the May 4
Movement, which proves the movement’s influence and repercussion. The movement
should get high mark in light of the high participatory rate, adoption of non-violent

methods and provision of humanitarianism the human beings should pursue.

2. Grass—roots people emerged as the prime mover of history and set up
an identity

The concept of 'minjung (masses)"” emerged and took root in the Korean history in the
process of the independence movement and modernization. During the pre-modern society,
similar terms of ‘baekseong’ or ‘min’ (people) were used but they were never referred to the
prime mover of history. They only meant the controlled class. Rather than meaning the
leading class, they mainly got negative implication as seen in the reference of ‘minran’
(popular uprising).

In contrast, minjung has a further positive implication as the prime mover of history.
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They emerged in modern society, which means they are the consequences of the
modernization process. They became the very subject, rather than objective, of ruling. As
the March 1st Movement took place at the time when such masses emerged and took root
in the Korean modern history, it has a significant meaning in the Korean history. In
addition, the movement provided a chance to solidify integrity by combining the ethnic
Koreans overseas as well as the people in the nation.

The concept of masses was formed in the struggle to save the nation on the brink of
collapse. They enhanced the sense of self-pride in the process of fighting against imperial
aggression. Since the colonial rule began, they became the subject of resistance. During
the pre-modern society, the ruling class composed of King and the noble men called
yangban played the leading role of protecting the state. But the masses replaced their role
during the post-modern period. Thus, they became to take a progressive nature beyond the
difference of classes.

Historical legitimacy is one of the key issues emerging in a rapidly changing era. And
then who had the legitimacy during the Japanese colonial rule? The great Japanese
imperial or the Government-General? Neither. Anti-Japan independence activists deserve
such historical legitimacy who endeavored to reinstate the nation from the hands of the
Japanese imperialists under the Japanese colonial rule. The masses wanted the liberation of
the Joseon Kingdom from Japan’s colonial rule and such efforts deserve the legitimacy.
And did the masses hope to see and independence in the real sense? The March Ist
Movement provides the exact answer to this question. The March 1st Movement is the
world’s unprecedented independence campaign attended by an absolute majority of people
across the nation. The fact that almost all the people took part in the movement shows their
solidarity, providing an opportunity to firm up identity.

The March 1st Movement was a historical event through which masses emerged as the
prime mover of the history. This means the people came with a direction the nation should
go, and their claim has historical legitimacy. The people’s uprising instead of the royal
family and upper class to reinstate the nation shows they have emerged as the leader of
history. The people wanted to see setup of a government that abides by the need of the

people. This was equivalent to finding solution to the historical tasks before the March 1st
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Movement.

The March 1st Movement demonstrated that Japan’s aggression was totally against the
will of the Korean people and the forcible annexation was not effective at all. The
movement rebutted Japan’s claim that “the annexation was made in a consultation with the
Korean people and the Koreans are enjoying the benefits from the annexation.” The
movement was a big event which revealed Japan’s propaganda and advertisement were
totally fabricated.

The Korean people asserted Japan’s occupation and aggression was null and void
including various kinds of forcibly-contracted agreements, treaties and consequences of
such accords. This means independence fighters have the properness, morality and
legitimacy for their struggle against the Japanese imperialism during the colonial period.

The Korean people proclaimed Korea was already a “sovereign” nation through the
March 1 Movement. They proclaimed “Joseon (Korea) is an independent nation and its
people have their own sovereignty” through the Independence Declaration. Though the
Japanese imperial regime collapsed the Korean Empire, the Korean people made it clear
that the nation is an independent one in an apparent bid to revive the nation. So setup of an
independent nation and its government became a historical mission. Against this backdrop,
the Republic of Korea and it’s Provisional Government were founded in April, 1919.

The Korean people expressed their clear-cut will through the March 1st Movement that
the nation should not return to the monarchy regime again, which means the Korean
Empire came to an end with the enhanced consciousness of the people. There scarcely
were calls for prolonging the pre-modern political system centered on empire and the
emperor among the movement activists. Despite stints of such outmoded systems in the
initial stage of setting up the Provisional Government, they were only temporary. As a
matter of fact, the March 1 Movement was a historical incident that put the final touch on
any attempts to reverse the history. So putting the people’s will and order into concrete

action had been a task to retain historical properness and legitimacy.
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Ill, Meaning of the Republic of Korea Provisional Government in

world history

1. Setup of ‘Republic of Korea,” an independent nation established
by masses

As mentioned before, the Independence Declaration described Joseon as an
independent nation and Joseon people having their own sovereignty. There had been
moves to set up the independent state long before the March 1st Movement. From January,
1919, independence activists in Shanghai region were very busy preparing for the
movement. They tried to send delegates to foreign nations including Kim Kyu-sik to
France in bids to express the determination of the Korean People toward national
independence. Toward that end, they focused on raising money. Kim left Shanghai for
Europe on Feb. 1. Figures who acted at home and abroad gathered in Shanghai to discuss
details on world situation and the planned movement. Organizations preparing for the Feb.
8 Declaration and the March 1st Movement and bodies in Manchurian region dispatched
their representatives to Shanghai. The people in Shanghai at that time were excited at the
news that the March 1 Movement occurred. They opened liaison office where
independence activists gathered to share information and discuss policy direction. They
also came to hold a historical meeting to discuss the set up of future state and it’s
government.

On April 10, 29 representatives from various regions held a round-the-clock meeting
and came with a decision on the name and systems of the nascent state. The nation was
named ‘the Republic of Korea’ with the Provisional Government with democratic republic
system taking charge of the administration. That was a democratic republic set up for the
first time in Korean history. Thus the meeting was for the establishment of the national
constitution. Superficially, that was too big a consequence to be created through one-night
discussion. But the decision was an outcome of long-time deliberation by the
independence activists since accession. So they could sum up the details in a short span of

time and come with the determination.
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The following day on April 11, “The ROK Provisional Constitution”, which is
equivalent to the nation’s founding constitution was legislated with 10 articles in total.

Following is the first article.

Article 1. Republic of Korea shall be a democratic republic

This means the establishment of a nation whose name is the Republic of Korea. The
nation was an empire ruled by emperor when it was on the verge of losing its sovereignty.
But it became a republic led by masses. Minguk (JX:[#]) means a nation of people with the
state system of democratic republic.

Up until now, we have been familiar to the expression that ‘the provisional government
was set up in 1919’ rather than ‘the Republic of Korea was set up’. This led to highlight the
establishment of the provisional government rather than the Republic of Korea. By using
the term of provisional government instead of the full name of “Republic of Korea
Provisional Government” the people have been more accustomed to the term of the
provisional government only. After liberation there were talks for setup of an interim
government. For fear of possible confusion with the new government, the previous one
began to be called “Shanghai Provisional Government.” And the name remained even after
the provisional government left Shanghai. In the process, people came to remember only
the name of Shanghai Provisional Government while forgetting that of ‘Republic of
Korea.” But as a matter of fact, ‘Republic of Korea’ was founded as evidenced by the first
article of the nation’s founding constitution ‘Republic of Korea Provisional Constitution.’

The second most important thing is the fact that the nation was a ‘democratic republic,’
rather than an imperial nation and the people pursued a democracy based on republic
system. And such wishes were revealed in the March 1st Independence Movement. Such
claim was already expressed in the ethnic Korean society in the United States immediately
after the loss of the nation while independent fighters active in China proclaimed the
pursuit of the democratic republic through the “Declaration of Grand Solidarity.” The
declaration contained the will of the masses and the people and was reflected in the

Independence Declaration of the March 1 Movement. The Republic of Korea was founded
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on the basis of such moves.

In order for the ROK Provisional Government to have representing rights, it should
have gotten permit from the people in 1919. There were several governmental
organizations which sprouted up around 1919 like the ‘Hansung Government’ and
‘Korean People’s Congress’ in Vladivostok in action. The ROK provisional government
came to have the representing power by absorbing the two organizations. Both of them did
not oppose to the idea of founding the Republic of Korea by voluntarily joining the

provisional government.

2. ROK’s government organizations — ‘provisional government’ and

‘provisional congress.’

Now let’s look into the relation between the Republic of Korea and the Provisional

Government. Article two of the ROK Provisional Constitution stipulates as follows:

Article 2: The Republic of Korea shall be ruled by the provisional government based on

the resolution of the provisional congress.

This means the provisional government and the provisional parliament were supposed
to rule and administrate the Republic of Korea. The provisional government was set to
implement policies in accordance with the resolution of the parliament. Regarding this,
some scholars define the Provisional Government as parliament-controlled government.
We can confirm here the fact that the Republic of Korea was founded alongside the
provisional government as the organizations needed for a state.

The parliament’s first session dealt with the issues of founding the Republic of Korea
along with the provisional government and the congress. In other word, the provisional
parliament gave birth to the Republic of Korea and the provisional government. Nine years
after the annexation of the nation, the Korean People were able to found state, equipped
with government and the parliament. The parliament was the fruit of a 20-year-long

struggle after the Tongnip Hyeophoe (Independence Council) failed to set up the
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parliament.

Such enthusiasm can be seen through the following emotional statement by then first
House Speaker Lee Dong-nyung. “Now is the most meaningful moment of my life. We are
not committed to the independence movement for the sake of the revival of the
monarchism. We are processing the moves with a firm mission of enabling democratic
system to take root in this country.”

This shows that the foundation of the Republic of Korea was not simply meant for the
nation to escape from Japan’s colonial rule. Rather, it was in line with the global trend of
establishing democratic republic in a historical progressiveness beyond a simple issue of
own nation.

If so, when the Provisional Government and Provisional Congress could detach the
auxiliary word of ‘provisional’? It would be the time when the nation met liberation from
the colonial rule. After liberation, the government would become a formal one, not a

provisional one. This is stipulated in the last article of the ROK Provisional Constitution.

Article 10. The Provisional Government shall convene a parliament in one year after

recovering the national territory

This refers to the need to convene the parliament upon recovering the national territory,
which means changing the provisional congress to formal National Assembly. This fact is

also contained in the first revised constitution promulgated on Sept. 11, 1919.

Article 34. The Provisional Congress shall be disbanded with the setup of a full
National Assembly its rights shall be transferred to the National Assembly.

This means a strong determination to form a formal National Assembly while
disbanding the provisional congress after expelling the Japanese imperial regime and
recovering the national territory. This also indicates the Republic of Korea shall be
administered by Government and the National Assembly after the recovery of the national

territory though it was ruled by the provisional government and the provisional congress
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before the liberation. This shows the Korean people endeavored to establish a state and

improve it systematically.

3. The world’s rare case of carrying out anti—colonial struggle at

government level

No more than 10 nations in the world enjoyed imperialism, which means many other
nations suffered from the colonial rules and engaged in independence movement. A few of
them carried out the anti-colonial struggle at the government level. Most common style
involved campaigns led by political parties as shown in the examples of the liberation or
voluntary bodies of Vietnam, the Irish party of Sinn Fein, People’s Democratic Party and
Communist Party of Indonesia, and Kuomintang (The National People’s Party) and
Communist Party of China. Governmental organizations only included exiled governments
of France and Poland based in the UK during the World War II. But they existed only for a
short span of time. In contrast, the ROK Provisional Government carried out independence
movement for more than 26 years and four months from April, 1919 until the national
liberation. It attempted to grasp the administrative authority through a remote control on the
one hand while carrying out independence struggle by forming a military unit on the other
hand. In the process, it also employed joint military strategy with the united allies. It
sometimes focused on diplomatic activities as part of “anti-aggression tactics,” which is a

peculiarity point the Korean independence struggle has in the world history.

Some point out that the Provisional Government had failed to do what it was supposed
to. Of course, the government was nothing but an independent organization at times, but
not always. This is proved in the fact that the government dominated part of the domestic
administrative units in initial stage and carried out infiltration mission into the territory by
utilizing the independence forces while sometimes joining hands with the allied forces. It
also punished those who cooperated with Japan while realizing the integrity between the
right and left forces transcending the ideological differences. Beside internal factors that

led to weaken the provisional government, there were also outside factors like Japan’s
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oppression and unfavorable international situation. The Japanese government at that time
focused on finding the lifeline between the provisional government and the domestic
forces, the greatest factor that contracted the influence of the provisional government.
Some experts gave extremely poor marks on the provisional government citing the fact
that it failed to get the recognition from the international community. This is based on
contradictory logic. Imperial countries have no reason to recognize the controlled state and
its government trying to escape the imperial and colonial rules. The imperial countries
should have not invaded or colonized at first once they had the intention to recognize the
controlled nations. No colonized countries in the world would be assessed positively
should they be judged negatively only because the international community did not
recognize them. Such theory is valid only from the perspective of imperial nations. Against
this backdrop, the fact that allied forces guaranteed the independence of the Republic of
Korea through the Cairo Declaration proves the greatness of the ROK Provisional

Government’s efforts in the world anti-colonial history.

IV, Independence movement as modernization

As mentioned before, there are two historical tasks in anti-colonial independence
movement. The one is to pursue modern state while overcoming the pre-modern factors
and the other is to devote to a liberation movement against the imperial invasion. The
former was revealed in the form of in-house modernization drive by replacing the old
regime while the latter was materialized with struggle against aggression from outside. In
Korea’s independence movement history, March 1st Movement and the Provisional
Government had both factors. In particular, we need to look into the meaning of the
modernization campaign. The term of modernity can be interpreted in various forms
according to respective areas. In politics, it means democratic republic system while in
economy, it refers to capitalism. In terms of thought, it indicates rationalism and scientific
critical mentality. When it comes to democratic republic system we may naturally refer to

modern democracy, civic society, liberty and equality, and human dignity. In political
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aspect, we need to focus on pursuit and cultivation of the democratic republic system.

The move for the possible adoption of democratic system instead of the monarchy one
dates back to the time of ‘Tongniphyeophoe.” But that does not necessarily mean the
democratic system began at that time. Despite the mission for the democratic system, there
was a dire need to keep the imperial system viable to save the nation on the brink of
collapse. The then Korean Empire failed to keep the national identity and solve difficulties
in the way to the democratic regime. With the collapse of the nation, the Joseon people’s
living condition more deteriorated under the Government-General of Joseon than under
the hitherto monarchy system. Given the background, the people came to pursue
construction of sovereign independent nation and democratic republic government in a
shift of historical direction. This is the reason why many governmental organizations
which sprang up immediately after the March 1st Movement came with the democratic
republic system in the front.

The Republic of Korea was founded in 1919. This does not mean that the activists set
up the state by reflecting the will revealed in the March 1st Movement. Rather, it means
the activists put into action what the people ordered to them via the movement. That did
not mean a simple setup of a government. Rather it was significant since it involved the
first popular republic and democratic government. The then government established the
provisional government and the provisional congress instead of formal ones, in
consideration of various unfavorable factors faced with it.

Progressiveness was also revealed in the areas of society and thought. The voluntary
civilian army’s struggle was originally based on a ‘wijeongcheoksa’ (xenophobic
campaign based on Confucianism) but began to break the limit of class society in the
process of being spread through the masses. On top of this, the renovating Confucian
scholars grafted various modern theories on the independence movement including
illuminism, revolutionary doctrine toward a civic society and even socialism. During the
post-March 1st Movement, young generation independence activists attempted to resolve
the national issues through various kinds of ideologies like socialism, which helped speed
up modernization in terms of thought.

In economic aspect, capitalism is generally cited as the criteria of modernization. And
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there is brewing controversy regarding this. Some claim Japanese colonial rule has
contributed to the development of Korea’s capitalism while others assert Japan’s rule
brought about negative impact with perverted growth. It is nonsense to claim that the
modernization was solely thanks to the colonial rule. This is because economic criteria
cannot be the whole barometer of judging a history. The value Koreans cultivated through
the independence movement far exceeds the economic merit.

The colonized countries experienced far more difficulties never seen for the Western
imperial nations in the process of modernization. There might be some lessons that they
learned from the imperial countries in terms of modernization model and procedures. But
as a matter of fact, the colonial nations’ ultimate goal lied on perpetuating the colonial and
exploiting system rather than helping the colonized counties speed up the modernization.
This is the reason why the oppressed countries mainly in Asia and Africa engaged in fierce
struggle to escape from the colonial rules. This is seen in histories of Asian nations
including Indonesia which achieved independence via a 10-year independence struggle
during the post-World War II period.

In the midst of such hardship, however, Korea was not involved in only national issue
of sovereign independence. It managed to realize a modern nation. This is all the more
meaningful in that the nation concentrated on the goal of constructing a modern society
and attaining a sovereign independence despite Japan’s unprecedented cruel policy of
crumbling the national culture. Against all odds, the nation could see the rise of modern
society in political aspect. ‘The Theory of Independence Movement as Modernization’
refers to colonized countries’ setup of a modern society in the process of anti-colonialism
campaign and there is much need to highly assess the fact that Korea’s independence
movement history, particularly involving the March 1st Independence Movement and the

ROK Provisional Government, has been a representing model.
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V. Conclusion

1919 was a significant year both for imperial and colonized countries. While the
imperial countries engaged in hegemonic struggle involving the ownership of the colonial
territories, the colonized nations were seeking chances to get liberation. Against that
backdrop, the March 1st Independence Movement took the front line in a struggle against
the invading forces and even with attempts to revert the trend. Due to a winner-takes-all
situation, the movement largely failed to achieve its goal but it was certainly a surprising
resistance against absolutely strong forces. Accordingly, the movement should be

understood and assessed from the perspective of world history.

The March 1st Movement has also a significant meaning in Korean history. It is
because of the rise of ‘minjung’ (masses) as the leading force of history, rather than the
conventional controlled class. The masses called for new type of state and government
organization and the Republic of Korea was established in response to the call. The ROK
Provisional Government was also set up as the first democratic republic in the Korean
history. Based on these and others factors, the March 1st Independence Movement and the
ROK Provisional Government have secured historical properness and legitimacy of
themselves. The fact that the nation could realize modernization through independence
movement deserves high appreciation.

The ROK Provisional Government has an outstanding prestige in the world history of
anti-colonialism. More than 27-year-long struggle based on an established state and
government has been unprecedented elsewhere in the world. The year 1919 was a starting
point for the nation to make such history and for Korean independence fighters to
proactively utilize circumstance to change the global trend.

Some refuse to recognize the ROK Provisional Government as the root of the Republic
of Korea in the sense that it had failed to put the people and territory under its control. But
such a claim is short-sighted and wrong, based on the perspective of imperial countries.
We need to deal with the issue from the viewpoints of the colonized countries which

carried out independence movement. It is improper to view the issues based on the history
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of some imperial countries while neglecting the histories of many other oppressed nations.

The Western imperial nations underwent civilian revolution in the lead up to the
formation of democratic and civic states. Korea reaped fruits equivalent to civilian
revolution through the independence movement. The Korean history demonstrated an
exemplary model of developing a modern society as well as coping with national issues in
the process of carrying out anti-colonial struggle. The modernization theory of
independence movement can thus have persuasive assertiveness.

The year of 1919 was a period regarded as a good opportunity for the colonized nations
as well as the victorious countries. Among the world’s colonized countries, Korea took the
front in a struggle for realizing sovereign independence and modernization and
demonstrated exemplary process of cultivating modernization via independence
movement. This is the reason why we should assess the March 1st Independence

Movement and the ROK Provisional Government within the context of the world history.
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Significance of the May 4th Movements in Modem Chinese History

Geng Yunzhi (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Ninety years ago, on March 1, the great people of Korea signaled a large-scale
anti-Japanese street demonstration by demanding the establishment of an independence
nation and announcing the Declaration of Independence. That was the well-known March
First Movement. The March First Movement highly encouraged the people of Chins, the
Chinese youth in particular, and created an enthusiastic response among the progressive
press in China at that time.) Two months later, when the sovereignty of Shandong was
forcibly taken by Imperial Japan as a result of the Paris Peace Conference, the Chinese
people were enraged by the outcome, and the May Fourth Movement took place in Beijing.

These two events are closely connected with each other as follows:

Firstly, the two events have the same periodical background. As the First World War
came to an end in 1918, the national liberation movements were encouraged all over the
world. Under such circumstances, the two events began in an attempt to achieve the great
goals of national independence and founding of a country.

Secondly, the enlightened young students played a leading role in both of the events,
and unexpectedly, they fought against the common enemy of extremely aggressive
Imperial Japan.

Thirdly, both of the events became the splendid starting point for the revival of national
culture.

Due to such an inherent connection, the struggles of people in both nations, sparked by
the two events, to achieve the national independence and foundation against the imperialist
aggression and oppression were constantly supported by each other. After a month from

the occurrence of the March First Movement, Korean patriots established the Sinhan

1) For instance, the newspapers such as Shenbao(FF¥}t), Gongyanbao(Z\ 5 #}t), and Minguoribao(1X2 I
#t) along with the magazines including Meizhoupinglun(%# & 75, Weekly Review), Xinchao(HTi#),
Jianshe(7d:7%), Guomin(1# ), Taipingyang(CA“*F), and Chenbaofukan( /= &l 1) gave a lot of space
to the related reports and commentaries.
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Provisional Government, and the Provisional Government moved into China later, and as a
leading organization, it had played an important role in carrying out independence
movements for Korea for about twenty years. The Korean patriots were actively supported
and backed up by the progressive parties and people of China, and by the youth in
particular reborn by the May Fourth Movement. Likewise, Korean martyrs’ anti-Japanese
fight supported the resistance of Chinese people against the Japanese aggression.
Especially, during the anti-Japanese war from 1937 to 1945, the people of both nations
established a firm and friendly relationship in their struggles against Imperial Japan.

As scholars of both nations have already made an extensive study of the amicable
relations between the Korean and the Chinese people established in the course of their
struggle for national liberation, today, I will focus on the great meaning of the May Fourth

Movement in the modern history of China.

I

Firstly, the May Fourth Movement represents a new starting point of national
awakening in the modern and contemporary history of China.

The nationalism of the modern China started building up from the end of the Qing
Dynasty. At that time, the survival of Chinese people was severely endangered by the
invasion and oppression of numerous imperialist foreign powers, and as a result, the
national consciousness of Chinese people began to revive. However, as they were faced
with the western powers having modern civilization, the Chinese people had no choice but
to discard the existing outdated view of nation based on “the Sinocentrism distinguishing

bl

the Chinese from other barbarians,” and gradually changed their direction toward the
modern nationalism aiming at the establishment of a modern nation-state. A prominent
enlightenment thinker, Liang Qichao(*2 5 i) said, “ Nationalism is the most impartial
and fairest principle in the world. It refers to the freedom which prevents other nations

from invading us and keeps ourselves from invading other nations in the same manner.”2)

2) Refer to Yinbingshiheji-wenji Vol. 6 ("BKIK=E G4 SCHE 2 7R0), p. 20.
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He also argued, “Today, there is no other way to save China than establishing a nationalist
state first.”3) Since then, enlightened bureaucrats as well as members of the Revolutionary
Party and constitutionalists fought against the imperialism under the basic goal of
founding a modern nation-state.

Before the May Fourth Movement, it was clearly shown that the Chinese nationalism
had a passive feature. However, when the aggression and oppression arrived at an
unbearable state, finally the national awakening of the Chinese people revived and the
Chinese people started to take measures to defend their nation. By entering officially the
war against Germany and Austria, China actively started participating in the international
activities, and its struggle to gain the right of self-determination began on the international
stage. Despite the fact that China’s participation in the war was encouraged by several
foreign governments to some degree, there is no room for doubt that its entry into the war
was decided voluntarily as the result of efforts made by the people of sound judgment
within the country. Due to the decision, China was able to participate in the Peace
Conference held in Paris after the war, and gained an opportunity to express its opinion of
the matters relating to its national interests. In addition, the most important point is that
unlike past years, China did not follow unconditionally the ideas presented by imperialist
foreign powers. As a victorious country in World War I , it was natural for China to get
back its deprived rights in Shandong unconditionally. However, due to the stratagem and
sophistry of Imperial Japan, coupled with its prior activities to secure support from other
imperialist nations, Japan seized forcibly the concessions in Shandong granted to Germany
in the past. Following the strong public demand, the Chinese representatives in Paris
refused to sign on the peace treaty encroaching on the sovereignty of China, and secured
legitimate space to fight for the protection of its sovereignty and territory in the future.
This was an unprecedented victory in the modern history of China.

That was the new feature of Chinese nationalism stirred by the May Fourth Movement.

Secondly, the Chinese nationalism sparked during the May Fourth Movement was not

limited to the domestic matters any longer. The Chinese people, who had extended their

3) Refer to Yinbingshiheji-wenji Vol. 6 (" ERUK=E 54 U2 7%), p. 35.
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understanding of international situation and various nations, came to recognize the same
historical fate of oppressed nations around the world, as they came to grasp the great
international trend of anti-imperialist and anti-colonial national liberation movements.
Accordingly, the nationalism provoked by the May Fourth Movement became connected
with the cosmopolitanism or internationalism. The May Fourth Movement served as a
turning point for the anti-imperialist fight of Chinese people, and since then, the fight came
to secure a close connection with the resistance movement of all oppressed people in the
world. The Nationalist Party which reshuffled its organization after the May Fourth
Movement declared, “We should join hands with all the nations in the world which treat us
equally.” Moreover, the Chinese Communist Party, which was established after the
movement, regarded internationalism as one of its basic principles.

Therefore, it is safe to say that the May Fourth Movement has led the Chinese
nationalism into a new historic level. The anti-imperialist struggles, the fight against the
Japanese imperialism in particular, which the people of Korea and China supported and
backed up with each other, came to have a close connection under the circumstances.
Raising the problem of Shandong, Sun Wen(£% (), the most important politicians at that
time, emphasized that the Chinese people should set their goal at a higher level, and
“support the independence of the Koreans” as the first step toward the goal.¥ In fact,
many progressive young people of China supported the independence movement of Korea
by participating in the newspapers and magazines published by Korean patriots or
contributing articles to those publications. In a while, it became natural that people of the
two nations took joint steps in their patriotic movements against Imperial Japan. It was true
that the anti-imperialist struggle of Chinese people was a strong support to the people

around the world in their fight for national liberation.

II

The May Fourth Movement is meaningful in that it opens up a new stage of the political

4) As for the newspapers and magazines published by Korean patriots, refer to Zhentan ("5248.,) Vol. 6.
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revolution in China.

In fact, the May Fourth Movement is directly related to the New Culture Movement
which began several years ago. The New Culture Movement was started by a series of
young professors receiving a fine western education and senior members of the
Revolutionary Party confused by and disappointed at the so-called republic system
established through the Xinhai(= %) Revolution. The movement including the criticism
and reflection on national culture provided various new ideas for young people. Some
intellectual and brave people among the youth decided to carry out what they had learned
from their teachers. The diplomatic failure of the Chinese government in the Paris Peace
Conference encouraged their spirit, and they were awakened and enraged. Consequently,
the students in Beijing, the center of the New Culture Movement, took the lead in
announcing a declaration and organizing street protests, and started to shout such slogan as
“Struggle against the powers externally, clean out national traitors internally.” Over the
following weeks, many students in all parts of the country participated in protest
demonstrations one after another, and merchants, laborers, clerks, apprentices, and even
some farmers took part in the patriotic movement all together on a large scale. With the
extensive public participation, the cultural movement developed into a political one, and
came to face the high tide of new political revolution.

The new ideas introduced into China in the course of the New Culture Movement
included anarchism, liberalism, democracy, Bolshevism, experimentalism and scientific
methodology. Each of these various ideologies had its own effect on the youth and
captured the hearts of tens of thousands young people. However, compared to other ideas,
anarchism gained in strength in the field of politics at one time. Generally, anarchism
tends to spread most easily in a nation where the tradition of despotism is deeply rooted
and at a time when the existing authority falls down and becomes weakened. The reason is
that anarchism itself reflects a kind of punishment and adverse effect on the outdated
despotism. Besides, anarchism takes the role in encouraging the dissolution of old system.
Because of the reason, anarchism was rampant before and after the May Fourth
Movement. The idea produced many individuals freeing themselves from the restraint of

the old system and ethics, and enabled them to choose their own path without any
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restriction during the period when political revolution was accelerated into a new stage.
Bolshevik Revolution which occurred in Russia just before the end of World War I was
a major event shocking the whole world. In particular, the Bolshevik principle of
collaboration of peasants and laborers left a deep impression. In addition, right after the
May Fourth Movement, the Russian government declared that it would give up all the
concessions granted by unequal treaties which Czarist Russia had compelled China to sign
on. That was dramatic news for those Chinese who had tried to find a way to save their
country for decades. The Chinese people considered that at last they found a dependable
mentor and trustworthy way to the revolution. Therefore, numerous fervent young people
promptly organized the Chinese Communist Party while making the Russian Bolshevik of
their barometer and regarding the Marxism-Leninism followed by the Bolshevik as their
guiding doctrine. The number of those people increased from a dozen to scores, to
hundreds, to thousands, and finally to tens of thousands. They spread out all over the China
like wildfire. The birth and fast development of Chinese Communist Party was the most
important environment for the Chinese political revolution to head toward a new stage.
With the Xinhai Revolution, the despotic monarchy which maintained for two thousand
years collapsed and the Qing Dynasty condemned by the public was overthrown.
Accordingly, the leader of the revolution Sun Wen was highly respected by the Chinese
people. Although they include some vague parts, the Three Principles of the People
presented by him could be acceptable or at least tolerable idea to some liberalist and
democrats. After the May Fourth Movement, Sun Wen took lessons from Soviet Russia on
the methods of organizing political party and mobilizing the public and absorbed some of
its ideas. On the basis of them, owing to the active efforts made by Soviet Russia and the
Chinese Communist Party, the Kuomintang gained new freshness and energy as Sun Wen
started reforming the party. Since then, quite a number of young people inspired by the
May Fourth Movement participated in the Kuomintang. After the party reshuffle, the
Kuomintang carried out smoothly the cooperation with the Chinese Communist Party.
The key slogan of the May Fourth Movement was “Struggle against the powers
externally, clean out national traitors internally.” The powers represented imperialist

World Powers, and the traitors were reactionary warlords and government officials
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controlled by the warlords at home. As the struggle developed more and more, people
came to understand clearly that the main enemy of the national liberation was the
imperialism and the rule of reactionary warlords at home. Therefore, in the declaration of
the Kuomintang after the reorganization, and in the new program of the Chinese
Communist Party, it was clearly expressed that the main purpose of the revolution was
objection to the all imperialists and the groups of ruling warlords at home. Until then, the
objects and goal of revolution had never been defined as clear as this. Since the end of
Qing Dynasty, the Chinese people got used to the idea of “using the force of neighboring
barbarians to deter an invasion of another barbarian(LL 7% 7%).” They tried to deal with a
strong country by joining hands with another nation all the time. However, to their
disappointment, the outcome always led to the loss of national interests and the goal of
self-strengthening seemed hard to be achieved. When the First World War ended, China
once blindly believed the Fourteen Points (They were listed in a speech delivered by U.S.
President Woodrow Wilson to a joint session of Congress on January 8, 1918, and later
they were used as the basis for the terms of peace negotiations after the German surrender.
Wilson proposed the promise of “self-determination” for those oppressed colonies of
defeated nations :Translator’s Notes) presented by U.S. President Wilson, and expected
that nations such as England and France would support its demand of returning Shandong
where the imperialist Germany forcibly took away from China before the war. However,
eventually, the Chinese people were betrayed. The decision of the Paris Peace Conference
was to transfer the concession in Shandong Province to Imperial Japan. The Chinese
people who extremely disappointed with the decision realized the nature of imperialist
powers once again. The same went to the domestic issues. For instance, for a long time Sun
Wen tried to achieve the goal of national unification by gradually overthrowing the power
of some warlords through the cooperation with another group of warlords. At a time when
the Paris Peace Conference was in session, North and South Peace Conference (It was held
on February 20, 1919 between Sun Wen’s KMT government and Yuan Shikai’s Beiyang
government: Translator’s Notes) was also held in Shanghai. Under the headlines “Two
Peace Conferences Like Twins (M PN E—FF)”, Meizhoupinglun ( "REJE#iwa =

Weekly Review) published by the most intellectual elites in China of the time maintained
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that just as the Paris Peace Conference was held for the imperialist powers to distribute their
stolen property, North and South Peace Conference was held for the warlords at home to
distribute stolen their property. They were the same in that both conferences neglected the
basic interests of China and Chinese People. The people of China were deceived. Through
these experiences, the Chinese people came to realize that for the liberation of people, they
should firmly object to imperialism externally and reactionary warlords internally.

In a revolution, the most important task is to clarify the purpose of the revolution and
grasp the enemy of the revolution definitely. As both Kuomintang and Communist Party
came to share their views in these matters, the foundation for the alliance between the
Kuomintang and the Communist Party was established.

The realization of the Kuomintang-Communist cooperation accelerated the Chinese

revolution, and before long the rule of Beiyang warlords came to an end.

il

The May Fourth Movement played a leading role in the development of the New
Culture Movement, and laid the foundation for the revival of Chinese national culture.

In the previous pages, we have already pointed that the May Fourth Movement is
directly related to the New Culture Movement which began several years ago. In other
words, the May Fourth Movement occurred under the circumstances created by the New
Culture Movement. Therefore, it might be possible to assume as follows: Without the New
Culture Movement, the public resistance might not have been so strong, even though the
public rage and resistance had been expressed to some degree in China facing an enormous
national disgrace as a result of the diplomatic defeat in the Paris Peace Conference.
Likewise, the Chinese people could not have had the right understanding of the
international matters, and furthermore, they could not have taken a strong attitude of
refusing to sign on the peace treaty. The May Fourth Movement occurred thanks to the
many students affected by the New Culture Movement. These students not only found the

best way to express their protest but also had the ability to mobilize the people while
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promoting their ideas in factories and farm villages. As a result, for the first time in the
modern history of China, an extensive social mobilization was accomplished. Intellectual
elites and young students took the lead, and enlightened figures from all different sectors
of society actively participated in the movement. In this way, under the guidance of new
thought and understanding, the political movement and the cultural movement were
carried out together. Imagine this. If there had not been the “New Youth” having new
thought and understanding, if there had not been the “New Youth” who learned the Baihua
letters (155 3, Written colloquial Chinese language, established through the New Culture
Movement, replacing the difficult literary language: Translator’s Notes) in the course of
the New Culture Movement, how could all the things have been possible?

From now on, by considering briefly some important results of the New Culture
Movement having its roots in extensive public mobilization, we will examine what

influence the New Culture Movement has upon the revival of the Chinese national culture.

1. Creation of new national culture through the literary revolution

As it is known, the New Culture Movement of China started with the literary revolution
whose main point is the formation and extensive use of Baihua letters. The Baihua
language became a great help to the development of new education, removed the strict
boundary between the elite and popular culture, and enabled the communication among
the various groups and cultures. Such conditions are all essential for the creation and
development of culture. Accordingly, the Baihua language became the pivotal means for
the creation of new national culture. Language and letters can be described as mental
production tools. History shows that the innovation of production tools enhances the
productivity by freeing it. Just like the field of material production, the same goes for the
field of mental production as well. In the period before and after the May Fourth

Movement, the distribution of Baihua language was an important precondition.

2. Rapid development of new education
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With the distribution of Baihua language and the innovation of thinking, new education
expanded extensively. By opening new-style schools, China started new education at the
end of the Qing Dynasty, but in reality, there was no fundamental change in the
educational methods and contents in most of the new-style schools at that time. In spite of
the fact that these schools reformed their school buildings or lecture halls, there was no
substantial change in teachers, teaching materials, and method of teaching. At the early
stage of the Republic of China, the conditions were not improved particularly. However,
the New Culture Movement brought about a fundamental change to the conditions. In the
course of the May Fourth Movement, a new educational view was accepted, and the
education became closely related to society. In addition, with the people who received
modern education or who had studied abroad, returned and became teachers, the teaching
materials or teaching method was greatly improved. As a result, the parents affected by
new thought wanted to educate their children in new-style schools. In the case of higher
education, the Peking University, the center of the New Culture Movement, gave a good
example. Accordingly, the standard of higher education close to the modern standard came
to establish in China, and new education developed quickly. In particular, as the new
educators of China established the modern educational standard and school system
suitable for the actual condition of China in 1922, the educational work in China advanced
smoothly, promoting the development of new education more powerfully. According to
the statistics, the number of students in new-style schools reaching about 4,070,000 in
1914 grew to 6,800,000 in 1922 when the Baihua language began to distribute. The
number of students was increased by 67% or to 2,730,000 persons.>) The students
educated in new-style schools formed new leaders and elites in various field such as
politics, economy, military, academy, and education, and became the main force in the

modernization project of China.

3. Realizing the necessity of the national culture revival following the

5) Estimate based on the related data in DiviciZhongguojiaoyunianjian(" 58— K TR E F8%,),
Kaimingshudian (FW5)1), 1934,
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cultural exchange between the East and the West

Actually, after the Ming and Qing Dynasties, already there had been some voices
demanding critical reflection on the Chinese national culture, however, due to the absence
of objects to be compared with, the essential structure of the traditional culture created by
the combination of despotic monarchy and Confucianism was maintained. However, as
China had suffered a constant failure and disgrace since the Opium War, some people
strongly rejected the western culture, while other people started serious reflection on the
Chinese national culture. Those people gradually realized the necessity of resolving some
fundamental problems inherent in the traditional Chinese culture. In addition, with the
increase in the cultural exchange between the West and the East and the introduction of
translated western publications into China, some open and liberal people gradually
recognized that some parts of the western culture deserved to be learned. Accordingly,
they found various parts worthy of learning in the western culture, from scientific
technology to the parliamentary system, and from the democratic republic to in-depth
mental culture. Although some tedious controversies repeated over the necessity of
receiving the western culture, Chinese society eventually accepted the modern features,
breaking away from the characteristics of Middle Ages. However, the entire traditional
culture was neither abolished or nor destroyed in this process. Only some part of the
tradition inappropriate to the modern life was removed. For instance, the large family
system which four(or five) generations live together, a strict ruling system within the
family or nation, the idea of chastity unilaterally forced only to women, and sexual
discrimination in education and property were entirely dismissed or at least extensively
reduced. However, as the Chinese people adapted to the new life style under the influence
of western culture, some part of the tradition was merely transformed and still remained.
There had been some changes in the form of the filial piety and respect of children toward
their parents and elderly, in the respect of students and apprentices toward their teachers
and master, and in the respect for superiors. More importantly, the people’s view of the
world was changed fundamentally. The Chinese people did not regard their nation as the

center of the world any longer and as a superior nation which various countries pay tribute
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to. At the same time, with the gradual change in the excessive national feeling of shame
starting to form at the end of the Qing Dynasty, the Chinese people naturally accepted the
fact that each nation is an equal member of the international community, and all nations
should have equal and harmonious relations with one another. Taking this opportunity,
they formed an open and global sense of culture, and enabled to create a good-circulation
structure of close cultural exchange between the Chinese culture and the world one.
Another important fact is that liberation of individuality was accomplished through the
independence of personality. It was the first in thousands years of Chinese history. As the
people got to have new understanding of the relationship between individual and group,
and individual and nation, the creative mind and creativity came to escape from restraint.
This laid an important foundation for the progress of Chinese society and the advancement

of Chinese national culture.

4. Expansion of the social public cultural space

In my recent book Jin dai Zhongguo wen hua zhuan xing yan jiu dao lun (" 3T L
(LAY pF 235 i), 1 presented the concept of social public cultural space for the first
time which means the public space where the social culture spreads, exchanges,
concentrates and innovates. Even in the traditional society of the past, public cultural space
was also in existence. The tea shops and theaters in cities, various kinds of competitions in
the market or farm villages, and events on traditional holidays could be included as the
examples, but the space for public culture was so small and the feature of modern society
was not established. The public cultural space in modern society is created by organized
social groups, and it includes new educational system, social organization structure, and
public media system. Such social public cultural space started to create gradually from the
end of the Qing Dynasty, and developed quickly during the May Fourth Movement.

In the previous pages, I mentioned the rapid increase in the number of new-style
schools and students in those schools due to the development of new education. The school
is space where intellectual innovation is accelerated with the spread, accumulation, and

collection of the knowledge. Therefore, the school is not only related directly with the
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progress of national knowledge and technology, but also becomes an important
mechanism to innovate the national spirit and culture. The fact that young students had a
great impact on the society during the May Fourth Movement shows that the new
education system occupied an important position in the social public cultural space.

During the May Fourth Movement, the organization of social group was also
exceptionally expanded. Unfortunately, as detailed statistical research has not been made
on this field, I cannot provide reliable data. However, with the existing data, an inference
can be made to some degree. As it is known, student organizations advanced greatly during
the May Fourth Movement. Almost in every city, student unions were organized and
student groups were organized in every school. For instance, more than thirty student
groups existed in Peking University.®) Naturally, the number of student group in other
universities was less than that of Peking University. However, at least more than one
student group were maintained in most of the secondary and higher schools. It became a
quite large number only with the number of student groups in each region and school.
Another thing to be notable was that local workers also organized their group aggressively
since the May Fourth Movement. That was also quite a surprising phenomenon. Therefore,
we can suppose that compared to the period from the late Qing Dynasty to the early
Republic of China, the number of social groups in various fields increased geometrically
during the May Fourth Movement.

In addition, we should also pay attention to the fact that the spirit and purpose of social
organizations at that time were different from those of the social organizations in the past.
Firstly, in the past, for instance, at the end of the Qing Dynasty, social organizations were
established mostly for a specific event or purpose such as recovery of interests,
enforcement of constitutional system and overthrow of despotic government. On the other
hand, most of the social organizations during the May Fourth Movement presented much

greater purposes such as public sentiment reform and social reorganization. These

6) According to the statistics in Beijingdaxueshiliao(" LB kL, A Brief Introduction to Historical
Materials Concerning Peking University) Vol. 2, No.3, the number of groups organized in Peking
University at that time was 43. While some groups were composed of teachers and students, most of them
were student groups. The number of student groups was at least more than 30.
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purposes seemed to be abstract at a glance, but actually, they reflected the serious
resolution of the organizers. For example, one of the important student leaders Fu Sinian
({#3Ur4F) argued that the youth reborn by the May Fourth Movement should realize that
what is lacking in China is “social union,” and that in the past, only “the masses” did exist
in China and society was not there. According to his view, national progress can be
achieved, and the people can hold hope when the structure of society is organized. Without
such condition, when a social movement is over, the fruit of the movement will be
scattered instead of remaining to be gathered. That was a very profound insight. Another
feature of the social groups at that time was that the union of groups was based on “the
awakening of individuals.” As I mentioned before, one of the major concepts formed by
the May Fourth Movement was liberation of individuality whose meaning is that all people
should realize that they are independent human beings, and on the basis of that thought,
they should find their work and value, taking the responsibility for themselves. The spirit,
purpose, and energy of the groups made up by those enlightened people were entirely new
and fresh. Therefore, we can claim that the social groups during the May Fourth
Movement were different from those in the past in both quantitative and qualitative
aspects, and further, in the respect of social influence. These social groups formed new
social public cultural space at a higher level.

Lastly, I will briefly summarize the development of social media system.

With a huge increase in the number of social groups, those groups started to publish
newspapers and magazines to inform their view widely. According to the statistics at that
time, more than 400 types of newspapers and magazines in Baihua letters were published.
Along with this, new publishers and publication system appeared and compared with the past,
the number of cultural facilities for the public such as public library, book club, and theater
increased largely. They played an important role in the spread and exchange of new thought
and philosophy, and in controversy over various ideas, and in the birth of new thought.

Finally, we arrived at the conclusion that by expanding extensively the energy and
space for the New Culture Movement, the May Fourth Movement played an important role
in the development of Chinese national culture, the innovation of national mind and spirit,

and the progress of Chinese society. Chinese scholars making a study of the May Fourth
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Movement and the New Culture Movement, including the ethnic Chinese scholars
overseas, more or less, recognize the historical significance of the two events without

exception.

I\

For several decades, there has been a constant dispute over the historical significance
and role of the May Fourth Movement and the New Culture Movement. The majority of
the scholars in China take a positive attitude toward the two movements, while quite a few
number of ethnic Chinese scholars playing an active part in the schools of Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Europe and America, especially the neo-confucianists overseas, take a negative
attitude toward them. Even though the reasons of those opponents are different with one
another, they have something in common. They maintain that the May Fourth Movement
and the New Culture Movement created radicalism, the root of constant disasters in
modern China. They believe that such radicalism appeared in the culture of ideology as
well as politics. Here, we will simply deal with the field of ideological culture.

The most important reason for those people to object to the New Culture Movement is
that they consider the movement as extreme radicalism opposing the traditional Chinese
culture in every respect by crying out for the so-called “westernization.”

The scholars, having a positive view toward the New Culture Movement like us, have
neglected some negative influence of the movement while focusing intensively on the
positive role of it. However, it is not to say that we deny the actual existence of negative
influence of the movement entirely. It just means that we cannot agree to the attitude of
exaggerating the negative side or what is worse, approving only the side effects.

As analysis and criticism referring to numerous data are required to clarify this issue, it
needs to be handled in a separate paper. On account of limited space, some key points are
dealt with in this paper.

1. Radicalism in modern China appeared as early as the end of the Qing Dynasty, and it

is not stemmed from the New Culture Movement or the May Fourth Movement. For
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instance, during the Reform Movement, people like Yi Nai (% #f) and Fan Zhui (%£§ff)
argued, “We should follow the western law in all respects.” and Tan Sitong (i i []) cried
for the “destruction of all order.” As it is criticized by nationalists, during the Xinhai
Revolution, such ideological tendencies as “There is nothing to follow except the doctrines
of Japan, Europe and America (BEANME A PE .2 "7 Ui 75 4K).” or “Through Europeanization
Down to Heart (/0¥ 1E)” or “It is shameful not to have the western culture.” appeared.

2. The major factor triggering radicalism was the political situation and political
movements. After the Opium War, China was exposed to the danger of being invaded or
even divided and occupied by the world powers from moment to moment. People who
wanted to save their nation and worried about the state of affairs were easily influenced by
radical thinking and feeling because of their anxiousness. Political movements for national
salvation were constantly carried out, and gradually they were inclined toward radicalism.
Among the leaders of the New Culture Movement, Chen Duxiu (B 75), Lu Xun (%5 341),
Qian Xuantong (£ [A), Wu Zhihui (% FElf) were regarded as relatively radical figures,
and originally, they had a close connection with the political movement. Chen Duxiu had
the experience of organizing a hit squad, and Lu Xun participated in a revolutionary
magazine for foreign students, and as a follower of Zhang Taiyan (%K %%) who led the
revolution against the Qing Dynasty, Qian Xuantong was also infatuated with
revolutionary ideas. In the case of Wu Zhihui, he took part in the Revolutionary Party
personally. These examples clearly show that radicalism is generally rooted in political
movements.

Radicalism is a direct reaction against the excessive despotism sustained for a long
time. By the end of the Qing Dynasty, the despotic monarchy was severely abused, and
became the object of public resentment, and almost all people cried out for the overthrow
of the Qing Dynasty. Under the circumstances, it might have been unusual if radicalism
had not occurred. Although Xinhai Revolution overthrew the monarchy, the democratic
system was not established. Numerous warlords became various emperors, and instead of
being removed from the society, the toxins of despotism penetrated into everywhere in
society more deeply. Consequently, intense political movements to overthrow the despotic

system continued, and they were reflected in the cultural movement to some degree and
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expressed.

3. In the course of the New Culture Movement, Chen Duxiu, Lu Xun, Qian Xuantong,
Wu Zhihui sometimes insisted on radical opinion, but by and large, their views were
usually rational. In the case of Hu Shi (#/]3i), one of the most important figures during the
New Culture Movement, he always seemed to stick to reason and peace. Therefore, it
cannot always be said that they all were anti-traditionalists. As early as 1989, in the paper
presented to Zhongguo Shehukexue(" L& FHE 5, Social sciences in China), I dealt
with the point in detail by refuting the viewpoint of Professor Lin Yusheng (FAi12).

The new thought and ideas supported by cultural pioneers came to face with a strong
resistance. As a result, frequently, they focused only on the fight against the resistance
from conservatives. Accordingly, they called for “much stronger demands than their own
opinions (H3Z:°F k, LIRS IEH),” or sometimes made light of another social
phenomenon that even though an advocate makes his case based on rational ideas, some of
the public could go to extreme with his opinion because of their own special
circumstances. Such case was not a few. However, since the culmination of the new
Culture Movement, Hu Shi, Cai Yuanpei (£57Ck%), and Jiang Menglin (#2%§#) took
notice of the danger of radicalism, and criticized radicalism many times through their
lectures and writings.

Putting the previous contents together, firstly, we admit that the New Culture
Movement holds some radical characteristics, but we cannot agree with the view regarding
the movement as the root of modern radicalism. Secondly, the root of modern radicalism is
the political situation and political movements in China. Therefore, when the politics
peacefully gets on the right track, it is possible to solve the problem of radicalism in the
fields of thought and culture as well as other disturbing trends. Thirdly, some negative
things tend to happen inevitably in all extensive public movements. Just as the merchant of
Venice created by Shakespeare was not able to get a pound of meat without shedding a
drop of blood, we cannot expect that the great historical movement will bring us only the
good things without having anything bad. In China, the New Culture Movement and the
May Fourth Movement presented the direction of modern development and laid the

foundation for it. Therefore, the significance of the two movements should not be denied



90 _“191911 0] MAALR oo” Zx|&ta ko5

even though some negative phenomenon was accompanied with them. The only thing we
can do is to generalize historical experience and learn lessons from it in rational and

scientific attitude, and we should not be too harsh on it.
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I. Prolog

Taisho Democracy means a democratic and liberal syndrome which was manifest in
political, social and cultural areas in Japan during the 1905-1932 period in between the
Russia-Japan War and Manchurian Incident. From a political perspective, there are two
aspects — one is a movement in pursuit of the syndrome and the other is a regime of
oppressing the campaign. The movement was focused on replacing emperor-ruling Meiji
constitutional system into a parliament-dominating constitutional monarchy. In detail, the
movement aimed to realize a political party system based on political freedom in terms of
press, assembly and association.

The regime refers to a political party system ranging from the Hara Takashi Cabinet
which was set up in 1918 to the Inukai Tsuyoshi Cabinet which crumbled in 1932. The
regime did not accept the movement’s all demands. Despite implementation of popular
electoral system, the Meiji Constitution remained unchanged at all, with the armed forces
out of the parliament’s control. Against this backdrop, the military forces triggered the

Manchurian Incident, which led to the abolition of the party system.
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The year 1919 lies in between the start and end of the Taisho Democracy and the
movement got boost in the form of by-elections or trade unions activities. At that time,
Takashi Cabinet emerged as Japan’s first party cabinet. How to respond to the March 1st
Movement, Joseon people’s pan-national independence movement, was a litmus test

which would determine the future of both the movement and the regime.

II, Japan in 1919

1. Rapid development of democracy movement

On the day when the March 1st Movement took place in Seoul, a massive rally also
occurred in Tokyo, the capital city of Japan. Some 10,000 people took to the street
extending from Hibiya and Ginza at central Tokyo, calling for the introduction of popular
votes. People from various sectors of the society took part in the rally comprising students,
vendors, factory workers and salaried workers. Under the Meiji Constitution the Japanese
government had banned such rallies but then Hara cabinet allowed it for the first time. In
other words, the rally in Tokyo in March 1 was Japan’s first legal popular rally permitted
by Japan’s first political party cabinet. Similar rallies calling for the popular votes took
place in 15 major cities of Japan like Kyoto, Osaka, Nagoya and Kobe until March from
February when the Japanese diet began a session.

In the meantime, Japan’s labor movement also rapidly developed during the period. On
March 10, representative of the Uachoe, the sole national labor union body, made a
resolution calling on the government to legalize four labor rights — to live, organize, strike
and political rights. Since founded in 1912, the organization’s identity remained obscure
before it entered a full-fledged labor movement by changing its name to “Greater Japanese
Confederation of Trade Union.” A total of 2,388 cases of labor disputes took place in 1919
involving 335,000 people, setting the record during the pre-Pacific War period. The
number of trade unions also reached 838.

The then Japanese press underlined that the democracy movement should spread to
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social institutions without being confined to the political area. Two newly-published
monthly magazines attracted popularity with the names of “Reform” and “Liberation”

which were popular words at that time.

2. Domestic and International Factors

The rapid development of democracy movement in 1919 resembles the situation in
1946 in the wake of Japan’s defeat in the Pacific War. The 1919 movement was affected
by “rice incident” in 1918 in Japan and by the Russian Revolution and the following Paris
Peace Treaty in 1917.

The rice incident was a campaign for reducing the rice price and enhancing living
standards that occurred across Japan in July-September, 1918. Only four provinces
remained unaffected by the incident. About 100,000 troops were mobilized to quell the
riots that took place in 120 places.

The rice incident had particular significance as it took place amid ongoing
modernization in just half a century since the Meiji Reform, though it looked similar to the
uprising of farmers or low class urban residents in Edo era.

First, the rice incident gave birth to the Hara Takashi cabinet, the first political party
cabinet while dethroning the Terauchi Masatake cabinet representing conglomerate
bureaucratic forces. Hara Takashi was leading the majority party of then House but he was
not from a noble class.

He became the commoner premier for the first time since the cabinet system began and
attained the people’s popularity. Hara attempted to prevent the democracy movement from
becoming violent via smooth communications with the people instead of “banning” the
campaign as did the previous regimes. The cabinet virtually approved the popular rallies,
trade unions and disputes though it stopped short of legalizing it. The masses became to
recognize their own power and carried out the democracy movement under the new
policies of the government.

Second, the rice incident was the expression of people’s opinion against dispatch of
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troops to Siberia. Japan attempted to send the troops to Siberia in bids to engage in Russian
Revolution and expand its influence to the region via Manchuria and Mongolia. The
masses triggered the uprising and confronted with the military forces though they
unanimously supported the previous wars against external forces.

We can say that the rice incident had impact upon the March 1st Independence
Movement as many ethnic Koreans living in Japan took part in the incident. Similar
uprising took place in Mokpo and Taegu, albeit at small scales. Some 100 were
apprehended in Seoul alone. The relation between the rice incident and the March 1st
Movement will be the future study task but at least we can say as follows.

Without doubt, Terauchi Masatake, the first Joseon governor-general, carried out a
unilateral ruling. Then Joseon people in their pursuit of independence were deeply
impressed and recognized the power of the masses with the fact that the Japanese masses
overthrew the cabinet led by the person in charge.

Following a rally organized by Korean students on Feb. 8, 1919 in Tokyo, Yom
Sang-sup, a novelist, asserted in a contributing article for an official magazine of Tokyo
University that “Despite difference of direction between the rice incident and the rally of
the Korean students, they have the same nature of seriously demanding rights to live.”

Regarding international factors, the Russian Revolution affected. Before 1919, the
communism did not impact on Japan. Rather, antipathy on violent revolution remained
prevalent. But as masses came to recognize the vulnerability of the power, they were
equipped with fighting spirit to cope with the Japan’s situation. Paris Peace Treaty’s
impact was more specific than the Russian Revolution. The international labor convention
of the peace treaty’s article 427 stipulates nine items for workers’ right to organize,
eight-hour work system, equal wage system and minimum income as “special and urgent”
goals. Japanese workers demanded realization of the items, describing them as binding
both the government and entrepreneurs.

The Japan Confederation of Trade Unions included nine of the 20 items. Newspapers
also backed the international labor conventions. Given this background, the government
had no choice but to stop the implementation of the article 17 of police law which had been

the basis for crackdown on trade union activities and labor dispute.
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Ill, Japan’'s response to March 1st Independence Movement

1. Public opinion

March 1st Movement helped dramatically raise Japan’s concern on Joseon. The Osaka
Asahi Shimbun, which had the largest number of circulation in Japan at that time, had been
dealing with Joseon issue as editorial subject only six times for six years from 1913 to
1918, one a year on average, but increased itto 11 in 1919 and eight for the following year.
But major mass media were not sympathetic to Joseon’s independence movement. They
regarded the movement as a temporary one instigated by a limited number of religious
leaders or foreign missionaries, rather than a nationwide independence drive. They
claimed Joseon people’s living standard had improved compared to the pre-annexation
period and criticized the self-reliance theory for running counter to the history of Japan and
Joseon with same ancestral roots.

A barrage of criticism occurred from April over the unilateral government policies.
Critics called for naming of civilian governor-general, abolishment of military police
system, setup of colonial parliament and press freedom. Even Kato Takaaki, president of
the major opposition party, called for autonomous rule in 10 years.

The mass media stopped criticism and welcomed the ‘cultural politics’ as a new ruling
pattern initiated by Saito Makoto who was inaugurated as a new governor-general in August
with the rise of civilian-concurrent-military governor-general instead of the military one.

Kato Takaaki also defended his position by saying the ‘autonomous rule’ was meant to
terminate the unilateral rule and satisfy the political desire of the Joseon people.
Thereafter, those seeking independence were regarded as ‘maverick Joseon people’ and

became the objective of antagonism and fear.

2. Yoshino Sakujo’s opposition to assimilation policy

Yoshino Sakujo was representing minority intellectuals who criticized assimilation

policies and refused to defame the independence movement in defiance of prevailing
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support for the cultural policies by mass media. As a professor at the law department of the
Tokyo Imperial University he held a high social status and wielded a major influence on
intellectuals as the steady contributor to the “Jungang Kongron” with the largest
circulation at that time. He also maintained influence over unionized workers as a friend of
trade union leader Suzuki Punji. Around the time of March 1st Independence Movement,
there were two organizations — Yeomyeonghoe for professors and Shininhoe for students —
around Yoshino, as the core groups of the Taisho Democracy movement.

Yoshino was not opposed to the annexation of Korea. But he came to well understand the
Koreans’ will toward independence through his contacts with a group of Korean students like
Baek Nam-hun, Chang Duck-soo, Chang Duck-joon, Kim Woo-young, Choi Seung-man and
Kim Joon-yon who were studying in Japan at that time. Yoshino was serving as chairman of
the Tokyo University YMCA after returning from his study in Europe.

In 1916, Yoshino made a visit to Joseon, dropping at the headquarters of Cheondo
religion and met with anti-Japan intellectuals Song Jin-woo and Kim Sung-soo. Upon
returning home, he wrote an article about his visits to Manchuria and Joseon for June
edition of “Jungang Kongron.” While heaping criticism over the military police politics,
he asserted the assimilation policy was destined to failure given the fact that Joseon with a
unique culture is a mentor of Japan’s civilization and thus would not be satisfied with the
““generous ruling.”” He went on to say that such assimilation policy was not feasible in
view of the global trend.

He advised Japanese should not neglect the national sentiment of Joseon people while
admonishing Joseon people to demand proper measures to find solution on Japan after first
being equipped with capabilities. Government-general spokesman Komatsu Midori in a
reputing article for the August edition of the magazine denounced Yoshino of supporting
the independence though the poor were adapted to a rich family.

Yoshino forecast the occurrence of an independence movement in Korea some six
months before the March 1st Movement when he expanded contacts with Korean students
in Japan. He said, “The Joseon issue will become the most significant problem for the
nation in the near future. We cannot be at ease despite immediate peace.’’

Upon occurrence of March 1st Movement, Yeomyeonghoe invited eight Joseon students
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to exchange opinions on March 9. The members also criticized the Government-General for
it policies on Joseon. Many supporting Joseon students took part in, giving big hands. As
in the past, Yoshino called on Japan to give up its assimilation policy while respecting the
national sentiment of Joseon people. In particular, he called for equal press freedom for
Joseon as in mainland Japan. The next year, he engaged in foundation of Dong-A Ilbo.
There were many Joseon students who were familiar with Yoshino and later became
executives of the newspaper.

Yoshino’s real value was revealed at a time when the mass media were satisfied with
the new governor-general Saito’s ‘cultural politics.” Yoshino met with Yeo Un-hyung, an
influential figure of the Shanghai Provisional Government who visited Japan in
November, 1919, acclaiming him “as a rare person with respectable character.” He said he
felt unlikely to regard the independence fighters as a “group of mavericks.” (January
edition, 1920 of Juangang Kongron).

Yoshino, as he did four years ago, engaged in dispute with ranking officials of the

Government-
General. Maruyama Tsurukichi belonging to police division of the government-general
asserted it was natural for Joseon people to abide by the Japanese law, describing
Yoshino’s claim as equivalent to a call for giving up Joseon. In retort, Yoshino clarified
that “recovering fatherland is the best principle for both Japan and Joseon,” while citing
the need for the nations to seek a unified alliance based on this recognition. (April, 1920
edition of Shinin)

But he stopped short of elaborating upon the alliance. With regard to the move for
assimilation of Taiwan, Yoshino called on the Taiwanese people to be culturally
independent first to become Japanese people. (July, 1920, edition of Taiwan Youth). It
seems he might have thought of acknowledging Joseon as a country with its own cultural
sovereignty.

Regarding the doctrine of assimilation under the cultural politics, Yoshino exactly
understood that it took a discriminatory nature rather than an annexation to Japan in the
real sense. According to Yoshino, Japan needed such assimilation policy due to the need

for conventional national defense. For national defense, Japan needs security in Tsushima
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Straits and Joseon is needed to secure the safety of the straits. Japan also needs Manchuria
for the stability of Joseon. Japan attempted to expand its territories in this way. (January,
1921 edition of Puin Kongron). Yoshino forecast a 15-year-long war in 12 years after the
March 1st Independence Movement. “In order to apply brake on the limitless expansion
doctrine, there was a need to revamp the policies on Joseon. Japan’s destiny hinges on
attitude of Joseon.” (February, 1921 edition of Jungang Kongron). This was what Yoshino

understood of Joseon in the aftermath of March 1st Movement.

IV, National movement in East Asia and Japan

Let’s summarize Japan’s response to May 4 Movement in China, two months after the
March 1st Movement, which will help understand more deeply on Japan’s response to the
March 1st Movement.

The mass media responded to the May 4 Movement similarly as they did to the March
Ist Movement. In the Paris Peace Treaty forum, China called on Germany to immediately
return the rights and interests in Shandong Province. And the mass media supported
Japanese government’s move to inherit the rights with the exception of certain forces who
called for abandonment of such rights.

Many of the press raised the speculation that the May 4 Movement was instigated by
either the United States or some Chinese strategists. Ushering into June, they supported
Japan’s policies toward China in cooperation with the United States and the European
nations while some underlined the need to back up the pro-Japanese regime in Beijing.

Most newspapers and broadcasting companies supported Hara cabinet’s foreign
policies of stopping forays into the continent as seen in the World War I and sought
cooperation with the United States and European nations while giving up Japan’s
privileged rights.

The May 4 Movement was not supposed to merely call for return of Shandong rights
and abolition of 21 requests. The movement called on Japan to guarantee the independence

for Joseon and Taiwan and carry out the national self-reliance movement. But such
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requests were rebuffed by the Japanese government and mass media.

Yoshino Sakujo, defying the mainstream, became to have deep interests in the May 4
Movement while engaging in research of China’s revolutionary history jointly with a
group of reform-minded young leaders belonging to Sunwen faction. He wrote an article to
the Jungangkongron, saying the movement was an attack against pro-Japanese, officials
and military brackets alongside Japan’s officials and military leaders. He went on to say
that the bilateral relations will become friendly only after such offensives against them
succeed. Based on this principle, Yoshino organized exchanges between leaders of student
and labor movements in Tokyo, Kyoto and Kobe by inviting six professors and students of
Beijing University in May the next year.

Yoshino stopped short of calling for immediate independence of Joseon and prompt
abandonment of Mongolia. But a magazine “Tongyangshinbo” demanded Japan give up
all rights and interests. With Miura Tetsutaro becoming the president and publish of the
magazine in 1912, the magazine called on Japan to establish parliamentary politics via
introduction of popular votes alongside renouncing the imperialism. Preferring the
“small-Japan” doctrine rather than the “great-Japan” one, the magazine called for
abandonment of Manchuria, in particular. In the midst of the World War I, the magazine
cited the need for independent Taiwan and renouncement of 21 requests. Miura in other
magazines claimed Joseon should remain independent.

After the March 1st Movement occurred, the magazine asserted the Joseon people
would never stop their resistance, unsatisfied with any sort of Japan’s generous policies,
(May 15) calling on Japan to take steps to advance independence of Joseon. (Aug. 5). It
also demanded Japan give up all colonies including Manchuria in articles titled “resolve to
discard all privileges” “illumination of a great Japan” (July 23-Aug. 13) before the
Washington meeting in 1921. The magazine underlined the need for Japan’s renouncing
the vested rights in order to buy the trusts from Joseon and Chinese people which it
claimed will help Japan to fully utilize their resources and markets, in addition to the effect
of national defense and improving relations with the United States.

The magazine’s assertion was a rare one at that time in Japan. But the magazine was for

mainly business people, not for intellectuals like “Jungangkongron.” Its claim for
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discarding the imperialism from an economic perspective attained a support from the
business sector. The Chaebol-ruled business sector was not fully dominated by the
family-owned conglomerates. The magazine survived the 15-year-long war, while Mirua’s
successor Ishibashi Tanzan became the 2nd president of the Liberal Democratic Party
during the post-war period, which shows the viability of Japan’s capitalism free from

monotonous stiffness.

V. Epilog

March 1st Movement was a national independence movement calling on Japan to
change its policies on Asia. Both the movement side and regime side of the Taisho
Democracy movement which took place in Japan failed to cope with the March 1st
Movement. Yoshino Sakujo and “Tongyanggyeongjeshinbo” from the movement side
called for shift of policies but they failed to correct their previous demands for imperialism
externally and constitutionalism internally. The regime side could not give up the
assimilation policy though they adjusted the unilateral rulings.

Because of this, a massacre of Joseon people occurred during the Kwandong
earthquake in four years later and with the military in 11 years alter triggering a 15-year

war starting with the Manchuria Incident.
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Woodrow Wilson’s Intermationalism : Then and Now(1919-2009)

Thomas J. Knock (Southern Methodist University)

In early 1919, the Irish playwright George Bernard Shaw wrote a little book
entitled Peace Conference Hints. Near the end of the treatise, he observed of the
President of the United States that, for the moment, Europeans in general regarded
him as “our Wilson.” Alas, he added, “American democracy... has accidentally
produced a greater individual success than it is capable of appreciating.”!) As Shaw
wrote those sentences, the esteem in which Europeans apparently held the “stern
covenanter” was already starting to fade, and the opinion of his fellow citizens
would never improve much. Even today, although he occupies a secure position
within the pantheon of great presidents (and has an “ism” connected to his name),
Woodrow Wilson is neither fondly remembered nor very well understood.
Nonetheless, since the 1920s, he has continued to compel the attention of journalists
and pundits and of scholars and practitioners of American foreign policy, at least
cyclically and for a wide range of reasons. Three illustrations may suffice. As World
War II drew to a close, for example, several biographies of Wilson and monographs
on the League of Nations appeared as the question of international organization once
again became a crucial concern; then, intermittently throughout the Cold War,
historians and political scientists debated whether containment and Cold War globalism
represented the triumph or the negation of Wilsonian principles; and finally, just after
the fall of the Berlin Wall, when President George Herbert Walker Bush prepared to
eject Saddam Hussein from Kuwait and called for a “New World Order,” references to
Wilson and his contemporary applicability became commonplace (for the while).

We are now several years into the latest of such cycles, and this one may prove

to be the most significant so far. It began modestly, actually, in part as a way of

1) George Bernard Shaw, Peace Conference Hints (London, 1919), 49-50.



126 _“19191 39 MIAAE ofo] Zx|staZA 3|

taking inventory of the good fortune that the United States seemed to have come
into at the dawn of the new millennium and in part in the light of serious issues
left unresolved during the post —Cold War decade. For instance, Robert McNamara
and James Blight, in Wilson’s Ghost (2001), held out as “a historical mirror” the
tragedy of the 28" president as a parable for our own time. The subtitle of their
book is Reducing the Risk of Conflict, Killing, and Catastrophe in the 21" Century.
Thus McNamara and Blight issued a summons for sweeping reductions in the world’s
nuclear arsenals; an end to unilateral interventions of any kind, for any reason, on the
part of great powers; and for what they call “a bottom-up reinvestment in the United
Nations.” Then there is Michael Mandelbaum’s The Ideas That Conquered the World:
Peace, Democracy, and Free Markets in the Twentyfirst Century, which opens with a
chapter entitled “Wilson Victorious” and celebrates the ostensible universal adoption
of “restraints on armaments, popular government, and the unimpeded flow of
commerce across borders.”2?)

The cycle of regular, useful references to Wilson with respect to current concerns
continued after the attack on the World Trade Center. To cite but two examples,
G. John Ikenberry’s “America’s Imperial Mission,” among several related pieces in
the October 2002 issue of Foreign Affairs, took on a Wilsonian temper in an
indictment of the Bush administration for its stress on unipolarity, and for its “belief
that American sovereignty is politically sacred” and that the United States “should
operate in the world [strictly] on its own terms.” On the other hand, Robert Kagan, in
“Power and Weakness” (a controversial essay, in the Summer 2002 issue of Policy
Review and later expanded into a short book), defended the United States in its
increasing unilateralism. Kagan also disdains the European Community’s conversion to
“neo-Wilsonianism,” as manifested in the EC’s apparent repudiation of the concept of

the balance of power and of the use of force in international relations.3)

2) Robert S. McNamara and James G. Blight, Wilson’s Ghost: Reducing the Risk of Conflict,
Killing, and Catastrophe in the 21" Century (New York, 2001), 136, 152-167, and 169-215;
Michael Mandelbaum, The Ideas That Conquered the World: Peace, Democracy, and Free
Markets in the Twentyfirst Century (New York, 2002), pp. 17-44.

3) G. John Ikenberry, “America’s Imperial Mission,” Foreign Affairs (September/October 2002),
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Few could have anticipated the extent to which invocations (if not quite sustained
analyses) of Wilson would multiply, however, but for the events that the Bush
administration set in motion in early 2003. Thereon, commentators began to allude
to Wilson, or to quote him, in defense of the war in Iraq and in praise of President
Bush for having declared “liberty for the Iraqi people” as a motivation behind the
war. In March 2003, Lawrence F. Kaplan of The New Republic (which endorsed the
war) asserted that Bush is “the most Wilsonian president since Wilson himself,” while
Michael Barone, in the Wall Street Journal, likened Bush’s second Inaugural address
to the Fourteen Points. At the same time, some others have cast doubt on the
comparisons. In a post-Inaugural assessment in the New York Times, David E. Sanger
said that the President Bush had left “Wilson’s idealism in the dust” and suggested
that phrases such as “the expansion of freedom” and “the ultimate goal of ending
tyranny in our world” were in fact a convenient “retroactive rationale for the war in
Irag, where Americans were originally told that weapons stocks were the primary
justification for war.” Then, too, yet another editor at The New Republic, John B.
Judis, has characterized Bush as “a president deeply ignorant of the past and what it
teaches” and his administration as “deeply hostile to the tradition of Wilson.”4)

All of the foregoing meditations on American foreign policy through Wilsonian
lenses have stimulating observations to make, and they testify to McNamara’s
perception that “we are [still] being pursued by Wilson’s ghost.”S) And, once again,
they illustrate the protean nature of “Wilsonianism.” Yet, a persistent problem
inheres in this term; because it used so indiscriminately, it is in danger of being
stripped of any consistent meaning or historical context. Thus, Jonathan Schell has

written about “nuclear Wilsonianism.” Francis Fukuyama, in his latest book, cites

pp. 44-60; Robert Kagan, “Power and Weakness,” Policy Review (June/July 2002), pp. 1-21,
and Of Paradise and Power, American and Europe in the New World Order (New York,
2003).

4) Lawrence F. Kaplan, “Regime Change,” The New Republic (March 3, 2003) pp. 21-22;
Michael Barone, The Wall Street Journal, Jan. 19, 2005; David E. Sanger, The New York
Times, Jan. 23, 2005; John B. Judis, The Folly of Empire, What George W. Bush Could Learn
from Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson (New York, 2004), pp. 7 and 9.

5) McNamara and Blight, Wilson’s Ghost, p. 9.
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the need for a “realistic Wilsonianism.”  Walter Russell Mead coins the term
“Revival Wilsonianism” and even refers to “Wilsonianism on steroids.” Virtually all
of them decline to ask truly searching questions about both the larger subject and
the historical Wilson culminating in the year 1919, or to engage that crucial element
of “Wilsonianism” to which Wilson himself attached the supreme importance.®) To
be sure, Woodrow Wilson was a champion of free trade, and no chief executive has
ever communicated more effectively to the peoples of the world the ideals of
democracy. But whatever his claim to historical greatness, in the end it rests upon
his having set in motion what J. William Fulbright once characterized as “the one
great new idea of [the 20th] century in the field of international relations, the idea of
an international organization with permanent processes for the peaceful settlement of
international disputes."” And so, let us, explore what Wilson had to say about
these matters. For the things that worried him in 1919, worry us, too, in 2009—
questions about preponderating armaments and the avoidance of war, about
sovereignty as it relates to unilateralism and multilateralism, and, one way or
another, the future of the United Nations and the United States disposition toward it.

Whereas the controversial mutual guarantee of territorial integrity originated with a
proposal that Wilson sketched out in December 1914, the League of Nations had
many authors, and Wilson drew most of his ideas from a new internationalist
movement that had come into being in the United States in 1915-16, during its period

of neutrality in the war. Two divergent aggregations of activists—“progressive

6) Some of the authors have resurrected the term in defense of the putative motive behind the
war while others have done so as a way of condemning it and regretting the broader failure
that the war has come to represent. For example see David M. Kennedy, “What ‘W’ Owes to
‘WW’,” Atlantic Monthly (March 2005), 36-40; John Lewis Gaddis, Surprise, Security, and the
American Experience (Cambridge, MA, 2004); Francis Fukuyama, America at the Crossroads:
Democracy, Power, and the Neoconservative Legacy (New Haven, CN, 2006); and Walter
Russell Mead, Power, Terror, Peace, and War: America’s Grand Strategy in a World at Risk
(New York, 2004). For a convenient overview of some or the new literature, see Lloyd E.
Ambrosius, “Woodrow Wilson and George W. Bush: Historical Comparisons of Ends and
Means in Their Foreign Policies,” in Diplomatic History (June 2006), 509-543. See also, Erez
Manela, “A Man Ahead of his Time? Wilsonian Globalism and the Doctrine of Preemption,”
International Journal (August 2005), 1115-24.

7) Fulbright quoted in Randall Bennett Woods, Fulbright, A Biography (New York, 1995), p. 647.
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internationalists” and “conservative internationalists”—composed this movement. Thus,
in the struggle of 1919, two competing approaches to internationalism were at stake.
As Gilbert Hitchcock, the Democratic leader in the Senate, said at the start of the
parliamentary debate: “Internationalism has come, and we must choose what form the
internationalism is to take.”® No one, before or since, ever put the matter more
succinctly. And that is how participants at the time understood it—as a struggle
between Wilson’s and a more conservative internationalism (as represented by the
Republican Henry Cabot Lodge). The contention between progressive and
conservative internationalists, not incidentally, was compounded by their conflicting,
respective visions for the future of American society as well.

Both Wilson and the progressive internationalists (that is, liberal reformers and
socialists active in such organizations as the Woman’s Peace Party, the American
Union Against Militarism, along with many Democrats) envisioned the League of
Nations as a system in which the great powers, including the United States, could
prosper by exercising restraint; it would lessen the chances of another catastrophic
war because it would provide for the settlement of disputes through arbitration or
conciliation, accords to reduce or limit armaments, and collective security as against
external aggression, enforced by both economic and military sanctions. Conservative
internationalists, such as Henry Cabot Lodge and William Howard Taft, looked upon
these its provisions, probably correctly, as diminution of national sovereignty.
Whereas they could accept a world parliament to make appropriate changes to
international law and the arbitration and conciliation to settle certain kinds of
disputes, most conservative internationalists also believed that the United States
should build up its military and reserve the right to undertake independent coercive
action at will. Thus they not only balked at the League's provisions for collective
sanctions, but also feared that membership might restrict independent, unilateral

military action.®)

8) See Congressional Record, 65" Cong., 3" sess. (Feb 27, 1919), pp. 4414-18, for the Senate
debate during which Hitchcock made this statement.
9) For an extended discussion of the two groups, see Thomas J. Knock, To End All Wars:
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In 1916 Wilson pulled together a remarkable coalition of Democrats, independent
progressives, and socialists which helped him to win a close election to a second
term. He accomplished this feat in part by pushing through Congress an impressive
array of social justice legislation—the first federal eight-hour day law (for railroad
workers) and the first federal restrictions on child labor, and an income tax that
placed almost the entire burden on corporations and the wealthy. The coalition was
also grounded in progressive internationalist foreign policy, for Wilson ran for
reelection on the slogan, “He Kept Us Out of War” and also made several campaign
speeches about a future association of nations. The socialist Max Eastman compared
Wilson to Lincoln and predicted he would win because “he has attacked the problem
of eliminating war, and he has not succumbed to the epidemic of militarism.” And
the progressive Amos Pinchot interpreted the significance of Wilson’s victory this
way: “[Tlhe President we reelected has raised a flag that no other president has
thought or perhaps dared to raise. It is the flag of internationalism.” Thus the
League idea began to take on a partisan complexion, especially for politicians like
Theodore Roosevelt and Henry Cabot Lodge.10)

Soon after his triumph at the polls, Wilson decided on a bold stroke—by
attempting to end the war through independent mediation; on January 22, 1917, he
went before the Senate and called for “peace without victory.” In this progressive
internationalist manifesto, for the first time publicly, Wilson launched a penetrating
critique of European imperialism, militarism, and balance-of-power politics—the root
causes of the war, he said. In their stead, he held out the promise of a “community
of nations”—a new world order sustained by procedures for the arbitration of disputes
between nations, a dramatic reduction of armaments, self-determination, and a
collective security. The instrumentality of this sweeping program was to be, of course,

the League. With the “Peace without Victory” address, Wilson began his ascent to a

Woodrow Wilson and the Quest for a New World Order (New York, 1992), 50-69; see also
Ruhl J. Bartlett, The League to Enforce Peace (Chapel Hill, NC, 1944), pp. 40-62.

10) These matters are discussed in detail in Knock, To End All Wars, 85-104; and in William
Widenor, Henry Cabot Lodge and the Search for An American Foreign Policy (Berkeley,
CA, 1981), pp. 240-43.
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position of enduring importance in the history of modern world politics.!D

L I A

Perhaps a word about how he thought the collective guarantees might operate is
in order at this point. Wilson realized that such a fundamental restructuring of
international relations would take many years. His view was that “the League must
grow and not be made,” by stages, on a caseby-case basis. One should begin with
simple covenants—for example, the obligation to submit disputes to arbitration. Then,
as he explained to Ambassador Jusserand of France, “there would thus be created,
little by little, precedents that would break the habit of having recourse to arms.”
And so, “in the very process of carrying out these covenants... a machinery and
practice of cooperation would naturally spring up which would... produce... a
regularly constituted and employed concert of nations.” It was a matter of
cultivating the habit, therefore. (As Lori Fisler Damrosch of Columbia University
once said: “Small achievements will lead to greater ones, and to more of them, and
eventually to patterns that will reflect underlying principles.”)12)

As for military sanctions, Wilson did not believe they would come into play very
often in the postwar period, for several reasons. The implicit restrictions on
precipitate unilateral action, the deterrent in the threat of collective force, the
“cooling-off” provisions in the arbitration features, and disarmament fogether would
eliminate most potential problems from the start. This was how he sometimes
defended and explained Article X (the collective security provision) on his western
tour, incidentally—that is, by pointing out that twothirds of the Covenant’s

provisions dealt with arbitration and that war, in all cases, was to be the last resort.)

11) For the complete text, see Arthur S. Link et al. (eds.) The Papers of Woodrow Wilson, 69
vols. (Princeton, NJ, 1966-1996), XL, 533-539 (hereinafter cited as PWW); see also Knock,
To End All Wars, 111-115.

12) The quotations, respectively, are from Wilson to Edward Mandell House, March 22, 1918,
Pww, XLVII, p. 105; J. J. Jusserand to French Foreign Ministry, March 7, 1917, in PWW,
XLI, p. 356; F. L. Polk to Jusserand, Aug. 3, 1917, PWW, XLIIL, p. 362. The Damrosch
quotation is from a paper delivered at a Bard College conference, “Wilsonianism Resurgent,”
November 1993.
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If the League could not prevent conflict in every instance, it would still bring about
a measure of tranquility for a few years to explore the potential for rationality and
enlightened self-interest—to see whether collective security, in tandem with
arbitration and disarmament, stood a reasonable chance of acceptance in the conduct
of international relations. Whether it could really work in actual practice was a
good question. As Wilson said to Jusserand, “It would be an experience to try it.”
As he said to the peacemakers at Paris, “if the delegates.... decided it must succeed,
it would succeed.”13) The conservative internationalists of 1919 time did not agree.

The circumstances in which the war ended—in particular, the coincidence of the
German appeal for an armistice just as the congressional campaign was heating up—
compounded the larger political problem. The Republican National Chairman decried
the “the socialistic tendencies of the present government.” Lodge railed against
Wilson and the “Bolsheviks among his advisors” while worrying that he would
make “peace at any price.” And Theodore Roosevelt declared, “To substitute
internationalism for nationalism means to do away with patriotism.” This, then, was
the intensely ideological and partisan atmosphere in which the great struggle was
about to unfold. But Wilson was also having trouble with some progressive
internationalists because of his regrettable acquiescence in the suppression of civil
liberties at home during the war; once the punitive features of the Treaty of
Versailles became apparent, many of them began to oppose the League in the
conviction that it could only serve reactionary interests.!4)

Conservative internationalists nonetheless accurately discerned in the President the
soul of a progressive internationalist. Few of the Covenant’s Republican opponents
were isolationists, strictly speaking. But most of them believed that Wilson had
consigned (or would consign) too many vital national interests to the will of an
international authority. “[S]lome of our sovereignty would be surrendered,” he had

frankly told thirty-four members of the House and Senate, in February 1919, during

13) Hankey’s notes of a Meeting of the Council of Ten, Jan. 27, 1919, PWW, LIV, 296
(emphasis added).
14) Ibid., 16769, 176, 180, 184-89, and 252-56.
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a four-hour meeting in the White House. Wilson did explain that a unanimous vote
on the Executive Council was required before economic sanctions or military force
could be set in motion. Yet he still emphasized that the League would fail “if the
objection of sovereignty [is] insisted upon by the Senate.” The United States, he
steadfastly maintained, “would willingly relinquish some of its sovereignty... for the
good of the world.”15)

On his speaking tour to build up public support for the treaty and the League, he
addressed the question this way, as it related to the “Lodge Reservations” and
concerns over both Article X and arbitration, and therefore to the hindrance to
unilateral action that League membership implied: “The only way in which you can
have impartial determinations in this world,” he said in Billings, Montana, “is by
consenting to something you do not want to do.” The corollary to this, then, was
to refrain from something that you want to do. There might be times “when we
lose in court,” he continued, ‘[and] we will take our medicine.”16)

The Republicans’ worries did not end there. Their fourteen reservations to the
treaty were wideranging and designed to impose a conservative construction on
Wilson’s internationalism. Some of these reservations would make arbitration
voluntary, for instance; others affirmed the right to increase the size of the armed
forces without consulting the League. One reservation asserted the right to continue
trading with a Covenant-breaking state in the face of a League boycott, and another
cast doubt on whether the United States would even contribute to the League’s

expenses. Taken together, the Lodge reservations constituted a frontal assault.l?)

15) See the account of the meeting printed in PWW, LV, 268-76. In October 1916, during his
reelection campaign, he said to an audience in Chicago, “There is coming a time, unless I
am very much mistaken, when nation shall agree with nation that the rights of humanity are
greater than the rights of sovereignty.” (See PWW, XXXVIII, 488.)

16) An address at Billings, Montana, Sept. 11, 1919, PWW, LXIII, 177.

17) For a discussion, see Knock, To End All Wars, pp. 25859 and 265-67; Lloyd Ambrosius,
Woodrow Wilson and the American Diplomatic Tradition: The Treaty fight in Perspective
(New York, 1987), 172-175 and 180-210; John Milton Cooper, Jr., Breaking the Heart of the
World: Woodrow Wilson and the Fight for the League of Nations (New York, 2001), 123-
157; and Widenor, Henry Cabot Lodge, 316-324.
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In a letter published just before the Senate finally rejected the treaty, Wilson
wrote: “The imperialist wants no League of Nations, but if... there is to be one, he
is interested to secure one suited for his own purposes.” For Wilson, then,
international security involved not only responsibilities, but also restraints, or “a
renunciation of wrong-doing on the part of powerful nations,” including the United
States; thus Article X constituted “a bulwark, the only bulwark... against the forces

>

of imperialism and reaction.” That is probably the main reason he would not
compromise with the Republicans. For if he permitted the United States to go in
under the reservations, the meaning of the League would indeed be clear. It would
become a Lodgian league, an imperialist league, a reactionary league. And perhaps
no league at all would be better than one that would “venture to take part in
reviving the old order.”18)

When the United Nations Charter was signed in the summer of 1945, President
Harry Truman declared that Wilson at last had been vindicated. Yet, in many
respects, the United States would establish an anti-Wilsonian pattern to its
internationalism, a pattern that did not begin with George W. Bush. Wilson’s views
had set him at odds not only with his conservative contemporaries, but also with the
“realists” of the Cold War era sought to establish a new balance of power through
the doctrine of “containment” and constructed the American military-industrial
complex. Cold War intellectuals such as George Kennan and Henry Kissinger
repeatedly denied kinship with Wilson. Kennan, for instance, reproached him for his
“inordinate preoccupation with arbitration... efforts toward world disarmament... and
illusions about the possibilities of achieving a peaceful world... [through] the

League of Nations or the United Nations.”19) If Wilson was the father of American

18) Wilson to Gilbert Hitchcock, March 8, 1920, PWW, LXV, 67-71.

19) Kennan, Memoirs, 1950-1972 (Boston, 1972), p. 71; See also, Kennan’s chapter, “World War
1,” in American Diplomacy, 1900-1950 (Chicago, 1951; expanded edition, 1984), pp. 57-58
and 63-64. Robert E. Osgood, a leading realist among political scientists, sounded the same
note: “[H]ow poorly Wilson’s conception of collective security fits contemporary American
practice,” he wrote in 1957, “and how badly the prevailing American conception of collective
security is distorted by efforts to reconcile the two.” See “Woodrow Wilson, Collective
Security, and the Lessons of History,” Confluence (Winter 1957), 341-54; and Osgood’s
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internationalism, then a fair number of his children were, to put it politely, illegitimate.
What triumphed in the postwar period was at best a mutant form of Wilson’s
internationalism. For example, Franklin Roosevelt’s concept of the United Nations,
based on the “Four Policemen,” and the U. N. charter embraced most of the Lodge
reservations of 1919. Moreover, American foreign policy makers for the most part
spurned the United Nations’ provisions for the peaceful settlement of international
disputes and reserved the right to undertake unilateral military interventions at will,
and frequently in direct violation of the U. N. charter and international law.20)
Then, in the 1980s, as Third World countries began to assert themselves, President
Reagan dubbed the United Nations “anti-American.” In the spirit of the Lodge
reservations, the Reagan White House withheld financial support and even hinted
that it might withdraw from the organization. “[Clompliance with the Charter’s
principles of nonintervention and the non-use of force,” affirmed U. N. Ambassador
Jeanne Kirkpatrick, “are hardly a sound basis for either U.S. foreign policy or for
international peace and stability.” Nor did the Reagan administration’s open
discussion about the feasibility of “limited” nuclear war suggest that Wilsonian
progressive internationalism was alive and well. It was that kind of talk caused
George Kennan then to wonder where it all might end and to declare that war
among the great powers would somehow have to be ruled out; it also lead him to a
radical reevaluation of Wilson as “ahead of any other statesman of his time.”21)
Upon the liquidation of the Cold War, Wilson began to enjoy a tentative vogue.

But the United States remained ambivalent about the U.N.'s peace-keeping missions

classic, Ideals and Selfdnterest in American Foreign Relations: The Great Transformation of the
Twentieth Century (Chicago, 1953). For an updated, version of the argument, see Robert W.
Tucker, “The Triumph of Wilsonianism?” World Policy Journal (Winter 1993-94), pp. 83-99.

20) This argument is developed in Thomas J. Knock, “Kennan versus Wilson,” in John Milton
Cooper, Jr. and Charles E. Neu (eds.), The Wilson Era, Essays in Honor of Arthur S. Link
(Arlington Hts., IL, 1991), pp. 302-26 (esp., 316-17).

21) See Kirkpatrick, “Law and Reciprocity,” quoted in Daniel Patrick Moynihan, On the Law of
Nations (Cambridge, MA, 1990), 133; and Kennan, The Nuclear Delusion: SovietAmerican
Relations in the Atomic Age (New York, 1982), xxvii and 246; and Kennan, “Comments on
a Paper Entitled ‘Kennan versus Wilson’ by Professor Thomas J. Knock,” in Cooper and
Neu, The Wilson Era, p. 330.
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and the application of multilateral military force, invoking the U.N.'s authority in
Kuwait in 199091 and then virtually ignoring it in Kosovo in 1998-99. And, when
Bill Clinton left office, the United States still accounted for half of the U.N.’s
arrears of $3.24 billion. As for those advising President George W. Bush,
Condoleeza Rice counseled that the administration “proceed from the firm ground of
the national interest and not from the interest of an illusory international
community.” This was an outlook that anticipated the rejection of the Kyoto
Accords and the Biological Weapons Convention, and the quashing of the
International Criminal Court (any of which might have served creatively as one of
those Wilsonian “small steps”), not to mention the promulgation of the doctrine of
“preemptive” war and the appointment of John Bolton as ambassador to the U. N.22)

It may be a good sign that Wilson is commanding attention anew, even if one
cannot always find comfort in some of the reasons why. For a growing recognition
seems to be taking hold that any number of critical problems besetting all the
nations of the world simply can not be solved except through the concerted action
of the international community; and that Wilson may have had a point when he said
it on the western tour, “[O]nly those who are ignorant of the world can believe that
any nation, even so great a nation as the United States, can stand alone and play a
single part in the history of mankind.” He also once remarked of his Herculean
labors, “I am now playing for 100 years hence.”?3) Indeed, there is not a single
tenet of authentic Wilsonian internationalism that does not resonate in the 2Ist
Century—from the proposals for the peaceful resolution of disputes among nations
and for reducing the world’s nuclear arsenals, to peacekeeping, multilateral

enforcement of international law, and the coincident requirement of substituting

22) See McNamara and Blight, Wilson’s Ghost, pp. 133-35; Michael Hirsh, “Bush and the
World,” Foreign Affairs (September/October 2002), pp. 21 and 32-35, and his “Calling All
Regio-Cops,” Foreign Affairs (November/December 2000), pp. 4-5; and Condoleeza Rice,
“Promoting the National Interest,” Foreign Affairs (January/February 2000). See also, Judis,
The Folly of Empire, pp. 156-162 (on Clinton) and 165-79 and 204-212 (on George W. Bush).

23) Wilson quotation from his address in St. Louis, Sept. 5, 1919, PWW, LXIII, 43; Diary of
Henry F. Ashurst, Oct. 14, 1918, PWW, LI, 338-340.
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nationalism with ungrudging internationalism, at least from time to time.

To his credit, he did not lay claim to ultimate wisdom. Even so, for the
enduring relevance of his vision, Woodrow Wilson remains unique among modern
presidents. But let us hope that that distinction will not obtain very much longer.
For those “100 years hence” for which he said he was playing have nearly run out.
And we are confronted now by a question that none other than George Kennan
once asked on Armistice Day in 1984, as he was entering the decidedly Wilsonian
stage of his career. “How fine it would be if it could be said of us that we had
pondered these ominous lessons and had set about, in all humility and seriousness,
to base our national conduct on a resolve to avoid the bewilderments that drove our
fathers and grandfathers to these follies,” Kennan exclaimed, reflecting upon both
world wars. “If civilization is to survive, these perceptions must come, ultimately,
to the governments of all the great nations. The question is only: will they come
soon enough? The time given to us to make this change is not unlimited. It may

be smaller than many of us suppose.”24)

24) Kennan, “The War to End War,” New York Times, Nov. 11, 1984, reprinted in Kennan, At
Century’s Ending: Reflections, 1982-1995 (New York, 1996), 19.
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1) George Bernard Shaw, Peace Conference Hints (London, 1919), 49-50.
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2) Robert S. McNamara and James G. Blight, Wilson’s Ghost: Reducing the Risk of Conflict, Killing, and
Catastrophe in the 21st Century(New York,2001),136,152-167,and169-215.
3) Michael Mandelbaum, The Ideas That Conquered the World: Peace, Democracy, and Free Marketsin the
Twenty-first Century(New York,2002), pp.17-44.
4) G. John Ikenberry, “America’s Imperial Mission,” Foreign Affairs(September/October2002), pp. 44-60;
Robert Kagan, “Power and Weakness,” Policy Review(June/July2002), pp. 1-21, and Of Paradise and
Power, American and Europe in the New World Order(New York, 2003).



140 _191980] MAIAE ofo|” Zx|sta LA S

off Hupolea T7b Wk “Ago] B, ‘o] AAlelA AAFAE FHNE B
4 ma'e AR ‘nle] 5] Aurt dAe] 8 gielatn FAsks of
epzioke] AAS APeHZlels WYY Woleka ALt “New Republic’®]
O Wyl £ B FrAE BAZ BAYG BA FE BES BAS LA
L gEE ol 1o AR “Y9eo] gl el uje v olekn Bk Y

e Az vhehpi v el 1.1011 giE orel Ass 5% Fn) Qe w
22 gromn "9t ofxzy Uo) §o] olFem gk ek Uibulek)
TS WHESI Qthe oY WEL th @ W YaFolrh ojnjshis sk

3 ZWe HolEth YaFolet ol ou] i GAA Zwo] RAE 9%

)

Feyof el ugim. A 3 ol goli BRI | 2 24

o] s HEshAl FUTh (7 AA= vp7t 85k AAY B
=) o

|
Be $EP] 95 YEFYE AR E ARE YLFY
1

2 Sog 23 dde] A S¢7] 8 o] 2 Hake Wk 2 o
2 9ee Ag Folo) WElo|e Wit ohlzt o g} gEPE A Al

=
Ae0] o SIS b AE Aake o dEely Yele EuclEl a7 B

5) Lawrence F. Kaplan, “Regime Change,” The New Republic (March 3, 2003) pp. 21-22; Michael Barone,
The Wall Street Journal, Jan. 19, 2005; David E. Sanger, The New York Times, Jan. 23, 2005; John B.
Judis, The Folly of Empire, What George W. Bush Could Learn from Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow
Wilson (New York, 2004), pp. 7 and 9.

6) McNamara and Blight, Wilson’s Ghost, p. 9.

7) For example, see David M. Kennedy, “What “W’ Owes to “WW’,” Atlantic Monthly (March 2005), 36-40;
John Lewis Gaddis, Surprise, Security, and the American Experience (Cambridge, MA, 2004); Francis
Fukuyama, America at the Crossroads: Democracy, Power, and the Neoconservative Legacy (New Haven,
CN, 2006); and Walter Russell Mead, Power, Terror, Peace, and War: America’s Grand Strategy in a
World at Risk (New York, 2004). For a convenient overview of the new literature, see Lloyd E. Ambrosius,
“Woodrow Wilson and George W. Bush: Historical Comparisons of Ends and Means in Their Foreign
Policies,” in Diplomatic History (June 2006), 509-543. See also, Erez Manela, “A Man Ahead of his Time?
Wilsonian Globalism and the Doctrine of Preemption,” International Journal (August 2005), 1115-24.
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8) Fulbright quoted in Randall Bennett Woods, Fulbright, A Biography (New York, 1995), p. 647.
9) See Congressional Record, 65th Cong., 3rd sess. (Feb 27, 1919), pp. 4414-18, for the Senate debate
during which Hitchcock made this statement.
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10) For an extended discussion of the two groups, see Thomas J. Knock, To End All Wars: Woodrow Wilson
and the Quest for a New World Order (New York, 1992), 50-69; see also Ruhl J. Bartlett, The League to
Enforce Peace (Chapel Hill, NC, 1944), pp. 40-62.

11) These matters are discussed in detail in Knock, To End All Wars, 85-104; and in William Widenor,
Henry Cabot Lodge and the Search for An American Foreign Policy (Berkeley, CA, 1981), pp. 240-43.

12) For the complete text, see Arthur S. Link et al. (eds.) The Papers of Woodrow Wilson, 69 vols.

(Princeton, NJ, 1966-1996), XL, 533-539 (hereinafter cited as PWW); see also Knock, To End All Wars,
111-115.
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13) The quotations, respectively, are from Wilson to Edward Mandell House, March 22, 1918, PWW,
XLVII, p. 105;J. J. Jusserand to French Foreign Ministry, March 7, 1917, in PWW, XLI, p. 356; F. L.
Polk to Jusserand, Aug. 3, 1917, PWW, XLIII, p. 362.

14) Hankey’s notes of a Meeting of the Council of Ten, Jan. 27, 1919, PWW, LIV, 296 (emphasis added).
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15) See the account of the meeting printed in PWW, LV, 268-76. In October 1916, during his reelection
campaign, he said to an audience in Chicago, “There is coming a time, unless I am very much mistaken,
when nation shall agree with nation that the rights of humanity are greater than the rights of
sovereignty.” (See PWW, XXXVIII, 488.)

16) An address at Billings, Montana, Sept. 11, 1919, PWW, LXIII, 177.
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17) For a discussion, see Knock, To End All Wars, pp. 258-59 and 265-67; Lloyd Ambrosius, Woodrow
Wilson and the American Diplomatic Tradition, 172-175 and 180-210; John Milton Cooper, Jr.,
Breaking the Heart of the World: Woodrow Wilson and the Fight for the League of Nations (New York,
2001), 123-157; and Widenor, Henry Cabot Lodge, 316-324.

18) Wilson to Gilbert Hitchcock, March 8, 1920, PWW, LXV, 67-71.

19) Kennan, Memoirs, 1950-1972 (Boston, 1972), p. 71; See also, Kennan’s chapter, “World War 1,” in
American Diplomacy, 1900-1950 (Chicago, 1951; expanded edition, 1984), pp. 57-58 and 63-64.
Robert E. Osgood, a leading realist among political scientists, sounded the same note: “[H]ow poorly
Wilson’s conception of collective security fits contemporary American practice,” he wrote in 1957, “and
how badly the prevailing American conception of collective security is distorted by efforts to reconcile
the two.” See “Woodrow Wilson, Collective Security, and the Lessons of History,” Confluence (Winter
1957), 341-54; and Osgood’s classic, Ideals and Self-Interest in American Foreign Relations: The
Great Transformation of the Twentieth Century (Chicago, 1953). For an updated, version of the
argument, see Robert W. Tucker, “The Triumph of Wilsonianism?”” World Policy Journal (Winter
1993-94), pp. 83-99.
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20) This argument is developed in Thomas J. Knock, “Kennan versus Wilson,” in John Milton Cooper, Jr. and
Charles E. Neu (eds.), The Wilson Era, Essays in Honor of Arthur S. Link (Arlington Hts., IL, 1991), pp.
302-26 (esp., 316-17).

21) McNamara and Blight, Wilson’s Ghost, pp. 133-35; Michael Hirsh, “Bush and the World,” Foreign Affairs
(September/October 2002), pp. 21 and 32-35, and his “Calling All Regio-Cops,” Foreign Affairs
(November/December 2000), pp. 4-5; and Condoleeza Rice, “Promoting the National Interest,” Foreign Affairs
(January/February 2000). See also, Judis, The Folly of Empire, pp. 156-162 (on Clinton) and 165-79 and 204-212
(on George W. Bush).

22) Diary of Henry F. Ashurst, Oct. 14, 1918, PWW, LI, 338-340.
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23) Kennan, “The War to End War,” New York Times, Nov. 11, 1984, reprinted in Kennan, At Century’s
Ending: Reflection
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Historical Significance of the Versailles System and
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I . The year 1919

(1) The March First Movement is closely related to the doctrine of national
self-determination and its spread to the world. As referred in the following pages, the
doctrine of self-determination was a “concept™ of the year 1919 that has an “explosive
power” and the cause of political, social movements in the world.

(2) The Versailles system is interconnected with the First World War which changed
the world political structure. Entering 1910 people were filled with a foreboding of coming
of war, an armed clash that will accompany a drastic change. President Woodrow Wilson
of the United States dispatched “Colonel” Edward Mandell House, his long-time close
aide and, according to his words, his alter ego to Europe in the spring of 1914. House's
report struck home of European situations.

Antagonism between Britain and Germany were so great that without intervention of
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the United States it was impossible to facilitate their rapprochement. Britain does not want
downfall of Germany in order to block Russia's advance to Europe. The intimate relations
between Britain and Germany, however, would not coincide with interests of US. House
correctly read Europe's demise, arrival of US age and problems concerning Russia.

(3) In July, 1918, when German surrender seemed imminent, a book by an unknown
author became best sellers in Germany and Austria. The book which captivated the minds
of the public was “The Decline of the West” by Oswald Spengler. People find solace in
the book after the German defeat in the war as well as reminding sinking of the Titanic six
years ago. It was the same phenomenon as Russians sought solace in Nikolai Y.
Danilevsky's “Russia and Europe”(first edition, 1871, fifth edition, 1991, sixth edition,
1995) in 1991 after Soviet Union was dismembered.

(4) Political movements on the periphery of world politics including March First
Movement on the Korean peninsula exploded and reached their climax in 1919 which was
a watershed in world history. The goal of those movements were to restore roles of actors
as subjects of rights and obligations in international society during the 20th century by
recovering the legal status lost during the 19th century. However, inequality between
center and periphery of world politics was more intensified in the 20th century than in the
19th century. The “periphery” has to serve or sacrifice for stability of “center.” It is
therefore necessary to review historical significance of the year 1919.

(5) Questions in non-European regions (Korea, Egypt, India and China) at the time of
the Versailles congress needed to be studied in a theoretical framework. Such kind of
approaches began to appear recently. One example is Erez Manela (The Wilsonian
Moment. Self-Determination and International Origins of Anticolonial Nationalism,
2007). It is an urgent task to inform world academia of studies by Korean scholars in line

with comparative research trend.

II, The Historical Significance of the Versailles System

1. The Demise of European Age
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(1) The demise of European Age implies that the 19th century age of Faustian spirit and
violence has collapsed. The keynote of Faustian spirit found its expression in such
activities as exploration and conquest of the earth, production of more materials and
invention of a machine that can reach long distance more speedily. The thesis that gist of
European civilization lies in Faustian spirit was proposed by Spengler.

Other important feature of Europe in the 19th century is 'violence.' Violence, a concept
created by Nikolai Y. Danilevsky(1822-1885), means spiritual structure in which one
places supreme value on his own way of thinking and interests and tries to subordinate
those of others to his. European major powers in the 19th century would not recognize
other civilizations. Like this the 19th century was essentially different period in
comparison with the 18th century.

The Versailles system terminated an age in which European powers endowed with
Faustian spirit and depending upon violence divided and ruled the world.

(2) As the myth of blitzkrieg, or lightning war, broke down, skepticism about the
European civilization deepened and hastened downfall of European age. The French
Revolution and Napoleonic Wars between 1792 and 1814 was not all-out war that lasted
over 20 years but local one that had been staged sporadically when allied front against
France was formed. The Italian independence war, Austro-Prussian War and
Franco-Prussian War all ended in seven weeks.

Germany's Schlieffen Plan aimed to overwhelm France in six weeks. The myth of
blitzkrieg lasted until after the Sarajevo incident as the so-called “Halt in Belgrade* plan.

When war broke out in August, 1914, parents who had to send their sons to the front bid
farewells at railway stations saying “See you again at home on Christmas Eve.* Nobody could
imagine holy Christians get involved in savage barbarism slaughtering millions of soldiers.

The war, however, transformed unexpectedly to war of entrenchments starting in 1915,
which ran in a continuous line of 400 miles from English Channel to Swiss frontier. One
hundred thousand Chinese were mobilized from China to dig the entrenchments. New
weapons such as poison gas and tanks had been developed and Germany's campaign of

“unlimited” submarine warfare demanded heavy casualties and destruction of nature



166 _“1919: 0] MIAAE olo]” ZH|staZ 3|

unprecedentedly in human history.

(3) The Versailles system implies the end of European age and start of American age.
The war delivered serious blows to Europe. European countries suffered great human
losses and natural devastation. Natural destruction was most serious in the Northeastern
regions of France and of Italy, Belgium and Russia. Due to the war, agricultural production
of Europe as a whole decreased by 30 percent and industrial production by 40 percent,
respectively. Exporting countries such as Britain, France and Germany lost overseas
market while US and Japan increased their market share. The US emerged from the war
more powerful, economically and politically. Its national product doubled and it
transformed from debtor country before the war to creditor country with credit reaching
one hundred dollars. In contrast, Britain and France were deeply in debt to the US with 30
billion francs respectively, and Italy with 20 billion francs of debts.

European powers had to issue bills to refund public debts, which caused inflation and
depreciation of European bills against dollars opening the American age.

(4) The US emerged as an indispensable power to settle international issues. This
implies that the Imperial Republic or Republican Empire tradition in the US history
appeared in realities of the world and heralded the start of an era in which American
Exceptionalism move the world politics. There is a view US age has already begun in the
1890s.(cf. G. Arrighi, The Long Twentieth Century, 1994) Another view gave importance
to Russian Revolution in 1917 in relation with opening of American age.(cf. E.
Hobsbawm, The Age of the Extremes, 1996, “The Short Twentieth Century*)

It can be said, however, US age began with the 1919 Versailles system. The US Senate
refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles, making it invalid in the United States. This only
delayed realization of US age. The 20th century is a long historic period that began in 1919
and still continues.

(5) The Versailles system linked the security of center of Europe with that of US. The
Allies signed security treaties on June 28, 1919 that require both Britain and US render
supports to France promptly in case Germany attack it without provocation. The two
treaties were incorporated into Versailles Treaty as annexes. Both were not in fact

materialized.
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2. Collapse of Empires

(1) The First World War saw the collapse of several major empires. The principle of
balance of powers that had governed the European politics during the 19th century could
not perform its function any more. New states were formed from the ruins of old empires.
Those new states took the ostensible form of modern states. So the Versailles system
means completion of modern state building. When order of modern states were established
phenomenon of self-contradiction began to appear. The “imported modern state” revealed
contradicting elements including legacy of medieval age order and eruption of racial
demands that had been hidden in the process of artificial combination.

(2) The Austro-Hungarian Empire of the Habsburgs were divided into Austria,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia which became disputed areas in the 21st
century.

(3) The situation of the Ottoman Empire was more complicated than other regions.
Ottoman possessions in the Arab Middle East were partitioned into Arabian Peninsula
which became a competing ground for Arabs, Syria under the mandatory rule by France,
Iraq, Palestine and Mosul region under British mandatory rule.

(4) The Collapse of the Russian Empire of the Romanovs and emergence of Soviet
question.

New states such as Finland, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia and Poland were born in the
former territory of Russian empire. The establishment of Bolsheviks regime aspiring to
abolish modern states in the central Russia was really an historic event.

The existence of German army after the armistice in November of 1918 was designed to
block the advance of Russian Bolshevism into the western Europe. The Versailles system
had a weak point as it was based on peace treaty with states in the Western Europe
excluding the Soviet Union.

The Bolsheviks announced their own radical peace plan so-called “peace declaration*
shortly after the revolution in November 1917. It called for an immediate peace without
territorial annexations and indemnities. The declaration demanded abolition of

annexations, which mean incorporation into stronger nations contrary to residents’ will, in
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Europe and other part of the world in accordance with justice and democracy. The
declaration, though it did not use the word “self-determination, emphasized details
implied in the doctrine. It also included the general principles of open diplomacy rather
than secret treaties. Announcement of the peace plan, which can be regarded as “Lenin's
moment®, shocked the world at the end of the First Word War.

President Wilson's Fourteen Points war-aims address on Jan. 8, 1918, was essentially a
response to the challenge that Lenin has presented with the announcement of peace plan.
At the start of his address, Wilson highly praised the plan saying such words as 'Legitimate
voice of Russian people,' 'Very rightly,' 'Very wisely,' "True spirit of modern democracy,'
'American people want me to respond to the declaration,’ and 'We declare general
principles for peace in Europe.*

Wilson overestimated the propaganda of the Soviet regime.

(5) The Versailles system was an anti-communism system excluding substance of
Bolsheviks regime. European powers kept basically cynical and evasive attitudes toward
the Russian Bolsheviks. Lloyd George revealed his view toward the Soviet regime at
Supreme Council on Jan. 16, 1919. It was the first time leaders of the Allies expressed their
view toward the Soviet regime publicly and concretely. On the day, W. H. Buckler was
meeting on Wilson's orders with M. Litvinov, delegate of the Bolsheviks government, in a
last round of talks in Stockholm.

Lloyd George's proposal on Russian question was just the opposite of Wilson's praise of
Bolsheviks. In his proposal, Lloyd demanded to choose one among three choices. The first
plan was military intervention. Second, the cordon sanitaire, a word used in medieval age,
to separate Russia from the outside world. The third plan was to summon the leaders of all
the Russian fractions and factions to Paris conference. Of course the Supreme Council
rejected the plan. As German troops withdrew from Ukraina and Baltic region, the Allies
had to fill the vacuum of power swiftly.

Wilson and Lloyd George sent out invitations to Russian regime to send delegates to
Prinkipo, a resort island between Black Sea and Sea of Marmara on Jan. 21, 1919. The
Bolsheviks on Feb. 4, 1919, blamed that capitalists only sought material consensus and

rejected project presented by the Allies, giving a blow to Wilson.
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The Allies prepared a plan to dispatch a survey team to Russia after the Prinkipo plan
ended in failure. The Allies proposed W. Bullitt to go to Russia as a member on the survey
team on Feb. 17, 1919. Afterward Bullitt and L. Steffens spent one week luxuriously with

Lenin and Georgiy V. Chicherin in Moscow. The Prinkipo happening ended with it.

3. Organization of International Society, and 'Center' and
'Periphery’

(1) League of Nations

The Versailles System saw the birth of League of Nations, the first international
organization in history. It was developed from the Holy Alliance treaty and the Quadruple
Alliance treaty signed in September and in November, 1815, respectively.

The League of Nations had some distinctive features. It is an international body led by
Anglo-Saxon states that tries to solve international disputes from the legal point of view
based on national sovereignty. And the League covenant was a part of the Treaty of
Versailles, a peace treaty with Germany. The League of Nations was from the start an
international body for the benefit of the victorious Allied countries. Germany could get the

membership in 1926 one year after it signed Locarno Agreements.

(2) Center and Periphery

The Versailles system further deepened the dual structure of center and periphery in
world politics established in the 19th century. During the Vienna congress, actors from the
periphery states were just invited to vast and frivolous social gatherings such as balls and
galas and “The congress dances.” The plenary session of the congress could not be held
because of many demands made by delegates from states collapsed during the Napoleonic
Wars. Some worked for recovery of medieval order. For example, F. von Gértner tried to
realize demands of the high class nobility carrying an official title “Representative of 42
Kings.*

The same phenomenon revived in the Paris Peace Conference. As the congress of

Vienna avoided the medieval order actors, Wilson evaded some of the delegations to the
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peace conference saying “It is not desirable that incomplete states participate in the peace
conference.”

In October, 1918, F. J. Cobb and W. Lippmann, under the request of Colonel House,
wrote out a memorandum that explained Wilson's Fourteen Points.

The memo interpreted article 5 of the fourteen points as “German colony and other
colonies that should be considered internationally as a result of the war.“ Wilson
responded to the memo and made a comment like above.

During the Paris conference the Council of Five, or Council of Four, could not settle the
big questions among themselves one-sidedly without taking account of public view and
opinions of the smaller nations. One method accepted by the conference was to permit
states except Big Five countries to present written materials that clarify their positions to
the council and delegates of those states to participate in the council meeting and present
their positions. Such democratic way, however, caused the slowness of progress of the
conference. Representatives of small nations from all over the world reiterated
explanations about their presented materials. The council had to spend a lot of time

hearing contracting and competing opinions of each country.

(3) The Allies in 1917 organized a survey team “Inquiry* and started to study regional
issues, specially those of periphery states, that are likely to arise in the anticipated peace
conference.

The American inquiry team submitted over 60 reports on issues of periphery regions.
However, Wilson and his aides had no time to review any of the reports. Wilson went to
Paris in December, 1918, along with the 25 researchers on the Inquiry team aboard the

George Washington. He failed to meet with them during the Paris peace conference.
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Ill, The Structure of International Politics in 1919 and the

Korean Peninsula

1. The March First Movement is still an unfinished one
The Korean peninsula is a region where historical tasks of the 19th, 20th and 21th

centuries have not been resolved yet.

The 19th century was a period when modern state building was completed in western
countries. But Korea has a problem of unification now. The 20th century was a period of
Cold War. Korea has not yet get rid of legacy of Cold War. In the post-Cold War period,
the Korean peninsula is exposed to the task of the 21st century globalization. Accordingly
the March First Movement which aimed to restore the role of actor in international

community in 1919 remains as a question of the contemporary period.

2. The March First Movement is a globalization movement

National self-determination movement was a popular political campaign in the
periphery region of world politics in 1919. It was a kind of present-day globalization
movement if we express with contemporary terms. It is important the Korean peninsula
took part in such political movement. The movement has a historical meaning as it
changed the attitude of major powers toward Korea who saw Korea as a barbarian
hinterland. Korea had only been regarded as an object for European public laws since it
first came across the foreign civilization in the middle of 19th century. There are two
books that deal with topics relating to this.

D H. Temperley(1920-1924)

His book A History of the Peace Conference of Paris is a book that people who study
Paris peace conference must read.

Volume 1(pp.245-246) explains representatives of powers and treats of situations in
smaller nations such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia. It refers to Choson
situation at note (D on p. 246. The Chosdn people in Siberia dispatched two delegations to

the conference. They embarked on their journey on foot on Feb. 5, arrived Archangel in
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July and then Paris in December after the end of the conference. The author wrote they
were waiting for opening of the plenary session of the League of Nations.

@ S. Bonsal(1946), Suitors and Suppliants. The Little Nations at Versailles.

Bonsal worked as a secretary of American legation in Choson in 1895 and Tokyo
during the period between 1896 and 1898, respectively. During the Paris Peace
Conference, Bonsal, an aide of Colonel House, worked as a French interpreter for Wilson.

According to his diary on February 5, 1919, Mrs. House came into his office in the
morning and asked him to accompany Colonel House in the latter's walks. Mrs. House
requested him to tell one of his stories about life in Korea, which amuse Colonel House so
much. She added that Koreans must be nice people at least they are not raising perplexing
issues in Paris. Bonsal emphasized the advantages of the Choson politics in a meeting with

House, who told the story to President Wilson several days later.

3. Doctrine of National Self—determination was a 'Concept’ of the Year 1919

Robert Lansing, Wilson's own secretary of state, was convinced of the danger of putting
the principle of national self-determination into the minds of colonial peoples. In his diary
presumed to be written on Dec. 30, 1918, he said “Dynamite, what kind of disaster it will
cause? The “dynamite®, the notion of self-determination, is just the “concept. It also is
the reason that the year 1919 is regarded as “Wilsonian moment.“ It was like the
constitutionalism after the year of 1815 when revolutions broke out in the peripheral states
of Europe(specially Iberian Peninsula and Italy). The constitutionalism or the
“constitution concept” was the goal of those revolutions. The “concept® is born when
various historical meanings and experiences expressed in words for specific social
phenomenon are condensed into one word and accepted by constituents of a society. The
concept has an explosive power to transform the whole society and studies on the history
of concept is a methodology for a “total history(I'histoire totale).*

The doctrine of self-determination in 1917 was such a concept with explosive power
and it was a cause for political/social movements. The self-determination movement as a

concept condensed all the historical experiences and perceptions of the Korean people
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about foreign relations formed since Korea encountered foreign civilization in 1866.
Understanding of foreign relations are not formed by logics but it is the expression of
collective unconsciousness. It is the revelations of obsessions with beliefs and fears in past
experiences. The doctrine of self-determination was a concept formed by both the
historical realities of Choson and the year of 1919, the time factor.

Choson intellectuals had been familiar with such concepts as independence, autonomy and
self-reliance since mid-19th century. Independence was a concept in modern international
law that is aimed at supporting modern states while autonomy and self-reliance were related
to foreign relations with bigger nations. Such concepts were incorporated into concept of

modern public law system and got to have explosive power in the year of 1919.

4, Creative Study for Inter—Communication of Basic Concepts in
Northeast Asia

The chaos situations in world politics in post-Cold War period is well reflected in
heterogeneity of actors. Various actors such as traditional modern states, world states like
the United States, medieval states like Iraq and regional unions such as European
Union(EU) are mingled in the contemporary international relations.

Northeast Asian countries cannot but to aspire to transform to the regional state form
like EU in order to pursuit high quality of life in the 21th century. It is necessary for them
to co-exist with US and EU and respond to Russian question.

Inter-communication of basic concepts of Northeastern Asia is a prerequisite for
building a regional cooperation. Activities of specialists like the intellectual works of J.
Monnet or joint communique of G. Ritter and P. Renouvin are inevitably needed.

The study of March First Movement is as pointed out in the preceding paragraphs
closely related to issues in the contemporary period. We should review it with a “creative*
spirit(in a Latin word, inventio) reinterpreting historical experiences based on today's
realities. Of course such reinterpretation should coincide with discourses authorized by
the world academia. A joint study on March First Movement by the three countries of

Northeastern Asia is necessary to establish Northeastern Asian regional union.
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