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[ABSTRACT]

East Asian History as a Methodology for Reconstructing
History in Korea

Kim Gibong

The faculty division of National history, Asian history, and Western
history, which is common in the history departments of Korean
universities, is based upon the dual centrism of Europe and the modern,
In contrast, secondary history education has been ruptured because the
2007 national standards for history created a new subject, East Asian
history. Currently, secondary history education has been reorganized
into national history and world history.

Whereas the categorization of National, Asian, and Western
historiesfollows regional divisions, the categorization of Korean, Kast
Asian, and Western history pursues a concentric extension, not an
enumeration, On the one hand, East Asian history overlaps with
Korean history, On the other hand, it is a part of World history. First,
the location and identity of East Asian history is in question, East Asian
history is located in an interactive zone of the internal and the external,
as well as of the global and the local, This interactive East Asian history
can open up glocal history which reflects on history globally and makes
history locally.

Ironically, the threefold system of history departments in Korea is
based upon an internalization of three different centrisms: the

nationalism of Korean history, the Sinocentrism of Eastern history, and
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the Eurocentrism of Western history, East Asian history pursuing glocal
history can play the role of a compass for Korea in the twenty—first
century by opening up a historical view for overcoming this threefold
centrism, Departing from the idea that East Asian history could work
like a diastrophism shaking up the faculty system of National, Eastern,
and Western history in Korea, this paper addresses suggestions about
East Asian history as a methodology for reconstructing history in

Korea,

Keywords
East Asian history, Threefold system of history departments, National
history, Eastern history, Western history, World history, Eurocentrism
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[ABSTRACT]

Understanding “Korean History as East Asian History”
through Empire, Modern State, and Region

Yun Haedong

As a “historical region” the region of East Asia is not a self—evident one,
Wherein is the necessity to understand Korean history, which is also a
“national history,” as an East Asian history (therefore the history of a
region)? In the East Asian region, the modern nation building process
has had a close relationship with the modern empire, It is therefore
necessary to understand nation building as interacting with the
formation of the modern empire, that is, to interpret the interactions
between East Asia’s empire history and national history (or the history
of one nation—state). Put another way, in order to understand East
Asia’s transition to modernity, or “modern East Asian history,” one
must first look at empire and the nation—state, and the relationship
between the two, Thus it is necessary to understand a historical region
through interactions between empire and the nation—state.

This paper seeks to explain “Korean history as East Asian history”
by using three pairs of metaphorical concepts, These are “imitation and
distinction,” “autonomy and independence,” and “separation and
integration.” First, “imitation and distinction” refer to the transition to
or replacement by empire in the East Asian region. China’s attempt to
analogously copy the Western empire in constructing its own modern

empire and Japan’s pursuit of simultaneously learning both the Chinese
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and Western rules of empire while establishing a new modern empire of
its own can be expressed in terms of “imitation” and “distinction.”
Second, “autonomy and independence” indicate to what Korea had
aspired, or the situation it had found itself in with regard to East Asia’s
transition to or replacement by empire, While autonomy symbolizes
Korea's position within the pre—modern Chinese(H1#£) order,
independence represents its position within the modern order of the
nation—state, Third, “separation and integration” are metaphors for the
“society” of Joseon which functioned separately from the “colonial state”
during the colonial era, Rather than an independent entity, the “society
in Joseon” was a part of the “society of a transnational region” within

the Japanese empire or the East Asian region,

Keywords
East Asian History, Empire, Nation—State, Modern State, Region,
Chinese Order
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[ABSTRACT]

Korean History as Fast Asian History from the Perspective
of Chinese Characters

Rhee Kunwoo

Chinese characters, Buddhism, Confucianism, and law codes are always
mentioned as the common elements of East Asian culture, But in the
Fast Asian History textbook for high—school students, there is no
chapter on Chinese characters despite the fact that Chinese characters
deeply influenced the cultures and writing systems in the East Asian
countries of Korea, Japan, and Vietnam. Chinese characters spread
with Buddhism, Confucianism, and law codes, And they were a vehicle
of these cultural elements and the main vehicle for reading and writing
in East Asian countries before modern times.

Kach of these three countries produceda unique writing system using
Chinese characters, such as idu(#3#) in Korea, kana(f#44) in Japan,
and chunom in Vietnam. Chinese characters have three aspects, form,
sound, and meaning. Japan made simple syllabicscripts using the form,
But Vietnam made very difficult characters using the form, the sound,
and the meaning of Chinese characters, But these characters were
common in using the Chinese characters,

By some measures, Hunminjungeum@IRIF &) was devised as a
phonetic alphabet for Chinese characters, It was very difficult for
common people to learn Hunminjungeum easilybecauseHunminjungeum

was written in Chinese and was described with phonological theory that

107



was almost useless for ordinary life and that was above their
comprehension, That Hunminjungeum was a subject for state
examinations also shows that it was for the educated person., The
background for devising Hunminjungeum was the foreign policy and the
language policy of Joseon,

Words translated from European languages are still used extensively
today, and these words shaped commonalities of culture and language
among Asian countries, In particular, words translated in Japan during
the Meiji period, such as “philosophy” (#7£2), “religion” (53%%). “society”
(ik-gr), “individual” ({lfl\), and others, flowed into Korea.

Keywords
Chinese characters, Hunminjungeum, chunom, kana, China, Korea,

Vietnam, Japan
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“China’s Comprador Capitalism Is Coming Home,” Review of Radical
Political Economics, 37, 2, pp. 200~201
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33) Nicola Di Cosmo, 2002, Ancient China and Its Enemies. The Rise of
Normadic Power in Fast Asian History, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press
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Global Empire, Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, pp. 44~45
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[ABSTRACT]

Searching for a Global Historical Methodology and a
Narrative of East Asian History:
A Critical Review of Indian Ocean Studies

Park Hyejeong

This paper searches for a global historical innovation of the writing of
Fast Asian history, As a departure point, it critically reflects on Indian
Ocean studies, The main problems in this historiography may be
summarized in two ways, One problem is the periodical inclination of
Indian Ocean studies toward the pre—colonial period, This might be
another expression of Eurocentrism which takes a strong European
hegemony in this region for granted so that all other intra—regional
developments are overlooked, The other problem is an epistemological
or political inclination, Although researchers of Indian Ocean history do
not pursue an explicitly political goal as participants in the East Asian
discourse do, they are relatively focused upon a peaceful and
harmonious image of the Indian Ocean trade and intra—regional
relationships. This is a persistent perspective which continues from
Janet Abu—Lughod to PrasenjitDuara, who recently forwarded the “Asia
Redux” thesis,

Based upon critical reflections on these problems, the global
historical methodology and the narrative of East Asian history can be
searched for in two ways. One is not only extending East Asian history

study to the colonial period, but also liberating it from being a footnote
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to European imperial history., The post—colonialist concept and its
analytical framework can be useful in this context, since it has
contributed to reinterpreting the relationship between the metropole
and the colony, and, further, to rewriting even the history of the
metropole, The other is writing the much—overlooked regional political
dynamics and the unequal power relationships into the history of
peaceful and harmonious commercial and cultural transactions, The
traditional tributary system can serve as an excellent subject to
illuminate the relationship between the trade and the intra—regional
political interests, because it entangled numerous East Asian countries
with one another so to regulate the inter—state relationship

diplomatically and with violence, if necessary,

Keywords
Bast Asia, Global History, Indian Ocean, alternative modernity,

tributary system, comprador capital
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[ABSTRACT]

The Descriptive Contents in {East Asian History) Textbooks
and Means of Improvement

Park Geunchil

(East Asian History) has been recently selected as an optional history
subject of the high school syllabus in the Revised National Curriculum
2007. Therefore, two types of textbooks for {East Asian History) have
been used in high school education from 2012, But the Revised National
Curriculum 2007 was revised again in 2011, and the new writing
standards in (East Asian History) textbooks were announced in 2012,

This paper analyzes the organization and the description
methodology of pre—modern history in two textbooks for (East Asian
History). The review of the descriptive methodology of (East Asian
History) textbooks progressed in three aspects: first, regarding East
Asia’s regional boundaries and its natural environments; second,
regarding the relationship between East Asia’s regional varieties and its
characteristic aspects in its regional world; and third, regarding the
descriptive methodology of China—centered views in {East Asian
Historyy. Also, this paper will make clear the purport and points about
the organization and the alteration of the Revised Curriculum 2011 in
{East Asian History) textbooks,

In academic circles of historical studies, there is no common
consensus regardingthe descriptive methodology in {East Asian History)

textbooks. For writing better contents for an East Asian history
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textbook, continued concern and efforts to develop the circumstances of

producing textbooks are required.,

Keywords
(East Asian History) textbooks, the Revised National Curriculum 2007,
new writing standards in (East Asian History) (2012), pre—modern
history in (East Asian History)
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[ABSTRACT]

Narrating the Regional History of East Asia in Korea’s
Recent Textbooks:
The Present Situation and Tasks

Yu Yongtae

In this article the Korean high school textbooks for“History of East
Asia” published in 2012 and their curriculum were analyzed to examine
the present situation and the task of narrating regional history with a
focus on modern history. The main purpose of regional history is to
foster a historical consciousness which regards highly coexistence and
peace by overcoming a dichotomy of the national history and world
history, and by simultaneous understanding of a mutual association
within the region of Kast Asia and the distinctiveness of each nation,
The curriculum of East Asian history presented three elements as
criteria for selecting contents, These were common or correlated
elements, elements showing diversity, and elements of exchange and
conflict,

Two textbooks show different narrations of the above elements, The
textbook published by Chunjae Education Inc, presents thematically
related contents together, which allows readers to connect or compare
the situations of Korea, China, and Japan by themselves, The textbook
published by Kyohak Publishing Co, shows narration divided by each
country with an emphasis on the history of international relations

which attempts to complement a limitation of a single country’s history.,



These textbooks include the history of the native country as a part of
the regional history, which led to an opportunity to relativize a native—
country—centrism, which is a new aspect that was not seen in the
existing textbooks of world history and Korean history, It would be the
best if Korea’s East Asian history can boost the atmosphere that
changes “victims competition” into “introspection competition” in each
country.,

These two textbooks still have a long way to go to provide more
appropriate contents as regional history. This can be achieved by
emphasizing the following three tasks, First, narrate the formation
process of a nation—state by extending it to the end ofWorld War Two,
but do not limit the time before World War One. The second task is to
enhance the level of connection and comparison and to have expanded
applications of this view simultaneously when narrating each topic, The
third task is to face the expansion—aimed empire which alienates East
Asia and is the principal offender that has suppressed human living
conditions, and to overcome it,

When the principles and the direction of narrating East Asian
history are desirably set, the textbooks can be improved by continued
modification and supplementation to develop proper regional history
textbooks, The historical research should proceed toward overcoming
the structure and logic of the “Oriental history” (J. Toyoshi) originated
by the modern empire of Japan, One may expect that Korean East
Asian history education can establish an “(East) Asian history” which
will replace the “Oriental history” that has been shared by Korea and
China,



Keywords
Fast Asian history textbooks, regional history, empire, Oriental

history(J. Toyoshi), introspection competition
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[ABSTRACT]

Incorporating World History in the High School East Asian
History Textbook

Kang Sunjoo

The purpose of this article is to suggest strategies for how to
incorporate world history in the high school East Asian history
textbook, Students study world history together with Korean history in
a required course in middle school and study world history, East Asian
history, or Korean history as an elective in high school, The high school
course in East Asian history requires students to focus on East Asian
history, but does not ask them to put it in a world history context,
However, to help students transcend parochialism, the textbook writers
could incorporate world history into the East Asian history textbook,

How can the writers bring a world history context into East Asian
history in their East Asian history textbook? To answer this question, I
analyzed two East Asian history textbooks in terms of their strategies
for incorporating world history and their organizing themes and
narrative structures of world history added onto East Asian history.

I pointed out problems of Eurocentrism in the narrativeof the 2009
revised middle school world history curriculum and suggested different
organizing themes of world history that could be added to high school
Fast Asian history byreducing Eurocentrism. In addition, I examined
current issues and questions in the area of East Asian history and

suggested an intercultural perspective to organize world history and
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East Asian history,

In sum, I suggested that the world history added onto high school
Kast Asian history could be organized from a global history perspective
in a narrative format or an inquiry activity format. In particular, I
emphasized that intercultural interaction transcending cultural or ethnic

barriers could be the focus of world history,

Keywords
Bast Asian history, world history, East Asian Community, history
textbook, Eurocentrism, cultural exchange, hybridity, middle school
history, high school history, 2007 amended history curriculum, 2009

amended history curriculum
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[ABSTRACT]

The Transformation of Sinocentrism in the Wei, Jin, Nan,
and Bei @ Z#4t%H) Period and the Regional Dynamics of
Fast Asia

Hong Senghyun

This study aims at recovering how Sinocentrism was influenced and
changed by neighbor tribes and countries during the Wei, Jin, Nan, and
Bei period, and examining the regional dynamics of East Asia that were
newly established by the transformed Sinocentrism, To this end, the
following was discussed,

First, how Sinocentrism was established among the Wu Hu (&),
or the “Five Barbaric Tribes,” was examined in order to understand the
underlying spirit, This examination found that the Sinocentrism
expressed by rulers of the barbarians was not only transformed by
themselves, but was also influenced by Han people who had long lived
and mixed together with neighboring tribes and had changed their view
of the tribes, Second, how Sinocentrism evolved into specific policies or
measures by the tribal rulers was examined, The monarchs established
a “Principle of Kingdom Alternation,” in opposition to the “Five Virtue
Principle,” so that they became legitimate kingdoms, and adopted the
titles of “Emperor” and “King” to strengthen their authority, In addition,
they called themselves “Center” (#13£) while looking down upon other
tribes, and established military offices to oversee other tribes, Building

upon such a series of policies and measures, all the monarchs believed
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that they had established the central, legitimate kingdom and the
tribute and investiture system centering on themselves, resulting in
multi—centered and multi—layered regional dynamics,

The transformation of Sinocentrism by the rulers and the
accompanying change in regional dynamics created new centers and
peripheries, which helped spread Sinocentrism, This is demonstrated by
Koguryo's and Japan’s independent titles for the monarch and their
unique views of the world, The two countries separately and
independently created their own systems regarding the regional
dynamics, but were still included in the tribute and investiture system
of China, This was because adopting Chinese titles and systems
represented their international standing within East Asia and helped
domestically reinforce the respective ruler’s power. Accordingly,
although the Sinocentric tribute and investiture system cannot explain
the actual ruling—ruled relations, it is clear that the system served as a
mechanism to maintain the order within the regional dynamics and to

express the ritual ranks of each country.,

Keywords
sinocentrism(F1HEEZE), regional dynamics of East Asia(EoFA|o} HFEHk
%) Wu Hu (1#; Five Barbaric Tribes), barbarian(34k), center(H3),
periphery(FH), five virtue principle(F4T)
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[ABSTRACT]

Soccer Games among Koreans in Gando: From Villages and
Schools to Ethnicity

Lee Dongjin

The soccer games in Gando's Korean society developed into a village
event, a school event, and then a district event, and eventually became
a national event, This indicates that the soccer game strengthened the
national identity of these Koreans, Such development of the soccer
events in Gando’'s Korean society from the mid—1920s to the mid—1930s
implies both the political situation the Koreans in Manchuria faced and
the reaction they showed against it, The foothold of the development
was the school sports events that began in 1910, The school athletic
event was for villagers as well as for students, and gave birth to games
like soccer matches, With the heat of the sports events leading to the
development of sports matches, those games solidified the identity of
groups which were comprised of players and cheering squads. Reflecting
the politics in Manzhouguo, the soccer matches in a school and a village
took on a political movement, and this in turn raised the temperature of
the games. As the students graduated, they formed groups such as
youth associations, and these associations organized sports events, and
then a group specializing in athletic games was born: an athletic
association, This association then organized sports events on a larger
scale, resulting in forming the identity of a district beyond schools and

villages. The identity of the district was none other than the ethnic



identity in Gando where most of the citizens were Koreans, Through
soccer matches, Koreans in Gando could imagine ethnicity beyond their
region, This is also why Korean players came to the front in Manchuria’

s world of soccer,

Keywords
sports, competitive representations, soccer games, Koreans in Gando,

village and school, ethnicity
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