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Koguryo was founded in 37 BC in the Jolbon region(present-day

Huanren County, Liaoning Province) which lies north of the Yalu

River, and is the first of the Three Kingdoms to have been

established. Koguryo moved its capital to Gungnaeseong (present-

day Jian, Jilin Province, China) in AD 3, and again to Pyongyang

in AD 427. It fell to the Silla-Tang alliance in AD 668. 

At its zenith, in the late fifth century AD, Koguryo occupied an

area which extended to the Songhwa River (Jilin Province, China)

to the north, the Geum River (Daejeon, South Korea) to the

south, the Liao River (Liaoning Province) to the west, and Russian

Primorye to the east. Based on this territorial dominance,

Koguryo was able to establish itself as one of the central powers

in East Asia. 

The culture of Koguryo is reflected in the various sites and

artifacts which have been found near the ancient capitals of

the kingdom. In 2004, the significance of these material

remains were acknowledged by UNESCO and the

Complex of Koguryo Tombs in present-day

North Korea, comprised of 16 tombs containing

wall paintings, and the Capital Cities and

Tombs of the Ancient Koguryo Kingdom in

present-day China, which includes both royal and

elite tombs, as well as capital cities, were added to

the list of World Heritage Sites. In addition to these sites,

the Koguryo fortresses which are found throughout the

Liaoning region are of note. 

The dynamic and pragmatic culture of Koguryo greatly influenced

the cultures of Baekje, Sillaand Gaya. Elements of Koguryo

culture also spread into Japan, leaving theirmark on Wa ( )

culture. The influence of Koguryo culture can also be found in

the cultures of Unified Silla and Balhae. 

In AD 475, Koguryo came to occupy Hanseong (present-day

Seoul), the capital of Baekje. Koguryo fortress sites and artifacts

dating to the fifth to sixth century AD have therefore been

identified around the Imjin River, Yangju, the Han River and the

Geum River. The Koguryo sites of the Han River area were

investigated by the Seoul National University Museum, and the

excavated material has laid down the foundations for the

continued study of Koguryo in South Korea. 

(translated by Ko Ilhong)
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Balhae was established in AD 698 by Dae Jo-yeong, a former
Koguryo general. Its territory included the northern regions of the
Korean peninsula, with Unified Silla occupying the southern regions.
Therefore, this period from the late seventh century to AD 926,
whenBalhae fell to the Khitans, is at times referred to as the North-
South States Period . When first established, the kingdom was called
Jin , but it was renamed Balhae in 713, following the Tang

Dynasty s formal acknowledgement of its legitimacy.
Balhae history can be divided into the Early and Late periods;
the latter refers to the period following the coronation of King Seon
in AD 818. The Early period witnessed, in particular, territorial
expansion by the second king Mu and the consolidation of
administrative and military systems by the third king Mun, but internal
conflict soon followed. The strengthening of royal authority which
took place in the Late period brought about a new phase of
restoration and prosperity which led the Tang Dynasty to refer to
Balhae as Haedong Seongguk( ) , which means the
flourishing country that lies east of the sea . Balhae fell into decline,
however, in the late tenth century and Khitan invasions ultimately led
to its demise. Of the Balhae refugees, some fled southwards and
became subjects of the Goryeo kingdom. 

Balhae territory covered the eastern and central regions of
present-day Manchuria, the southern part of the Russian

Primorye region and the northern part of the Korean
peninsula. It is said that at its zenith, Balhae occupied

an area of around five thousand li (approximately

3,853,000 square kilometers), which is 4~5 times
greater than the territory of Unified Silla, and
1.5~2 times greater than that of Koguryo. The

eastern region of Manchuria, where its five
capitals, including the supreme capital Sanggyeong,

were located may be regarded as the political and
cultural center of Balhae. 

The Balhae ruling elite consisted mainly of Koguryo
descendants with the family name of Ko( ), while the majority

of the underclass were of Malgal(Mohe) descent. Balhae maintained
active foreign relations with the Tang Dynasty, as well as with
Japan, Unified Silla and Central Asia. Balhae culture therefore
contains strong influences from Koguryo, Malgal and Tang, in
addition to elements from other regions, as well as cultural traits
which are distinctive to Balhae. 
The Balhae kingdom was spread out over an area which overlaps
the present-day boundaries of Korea, China and Russia, and
therefore the history of Balhae is regarded as national history by
these countries. As Balhae history has also attracted the attention of
Japanese scholars, it can be said that Balhae representsa part of
Korean history which is subject to great international interest. Due
to the lack of written records, archaeological material has played a
significant role in reconstructing Balhae history. The issue of
nationalism which surrounds the study of Balhae remains, however,
has hindered the exchange of information between researchers.
Seoul National University is currently the only institution in South
Korea to have a collection of Balhae artifacts. 

(translated by Ko Ilhong)
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