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ABSTRACT

Territorial Conflicts in Northeast Asia and Its Lessons

Cho, Seiyoung
Professor, Dongseo University

Concerns are mounting that Korea-Japan relations is at its worst. Fundamental
issues between the two countries which have remained dormant since ties
were normalized in 1965, including territorial and historical issues, are now
resurfacing concurrently. The relationship is consequently going through a
painful period in search of its next stage after remaining in the previous stage
since 1965. Other territorial conflicts in Northeast Asia, such as those over
Senkaku Islands and Southern Kuril Islands, may provide useful lessons for
the Dokdo issue, which is a major cause of disagreement between Korea and
Japan. The focus of the textbook controversy has shifted from a matter of
differing perceptions over history to Dokdo. Due to public pressure, the
Korean government has been dealing with the issue of Dokdo by making
“‘cooperation requests” to Japan beforehand in order to prevent descriptions of
Dokdo from being included in Japanese textbooks. Such a pattern is not
advisable because Japan is not likely to remove descriptions related to Dokdo
from its textbooks. It could also provide diplomatic opportunities for Japan
while undermining Korea's superior position of retaining effective control over
Dokdo. Instead, Korea should take actual measures to reinforce such control
and deter Japan from raising provocations over Dokdo. Actions must be taken
when necessary. Only, they must be carefully taken to a degree that does not
go overboard since too much is as bad as too little. Attention should be paid
as to which side provides the cause of conflict so that the opposing party
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clearly becomes the provider. Attention should also be paid to observing
‘proportionality’ so that reponses are not excessive compared to the opposing
party’s actions. The price of each action must be considered as well in order
not to suffer from unexpectedly stronger counteractions. Decisions must be
made wisely so as to minimize the side-effect of Dokdo being recognized as
a territory of dispute, because in the realm of international public relations,
the challenger is never much at an advantage compared to the defender. The
Dokdo issue is multiplex, involving areas of territory, history, international
law, politics, and diplomacy. It is therefore vital to ‘plan comprehensively,’
which means taking appropriate actions when necessary and simultaneously
maintaining an adequate level of public relations not only internationally, but
locally as well in order to take public opinions into account. To do so, the
Blue House should serve as a strong control tower in addressing the Dokdo
issue,

Keywords

Korea-Japan relations, Dokdo, Senkaku Islands, Diaoyudao Islands,
Southern Kuril Islands, Northern territory, Effective control, Textbook issues,
International Court of Justice, Nationalization of Senkaku Islands, Russian
President Medvedev's visit to Southern Kuril Islands, Korean President Lee’s
visit to Dokdo, Public relations on Dokdo
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ABSTRACT

Theories of International Law concerning Occupation of Terra Nullius around the
Year 1905

Park, Paekeun
Professor, School of Law, Pusan National University

In 1905, Japan ‘incorporated’ Dokdo as part of its territory, Whether this so-
called incorporation fulfilled conditions that validate occupation according to
international law is a matter that should be determined, under the principle of
intertemporal law, by positive rules of international law which were effective
at that time,

Ascertaining the rules of customary international law concerning the
requirements for effective occupation of terra nullius in 1905 should be done
through an empirical investigation of legal certainties and state practices.
However, such an investigation might be done in an indirect way of
examining writings from around the nineteenth century authored by
authoritative experts in international law in the sense that those writings
convey the requirements of occupation recognized by international law at that
time.

Upon reviewing theories of occupation that appeared in texts published by
prominent scholars of international law between the nineteenth and early
twentieth century, three major conditions were commonly enumerated as
requirements of effective occupation: that the territory targeted for occupation
should not belong to any state (terra nullius); that a state should have the
intention to act as sovereign (animus occupandi) and officially announce
its intention; that the state should have effective control or possession over
the target territory. There is no significant difference among the scholars in
defining the requirements of terra nullius and animus occupandi. On officially
announcing animus occupandi, theories are divided, although a majority of
them include the official announcement of animus occupandi as a necessary
prerequisite, What was particularly controversial was whether the intention
to acquire a land should be notified to other states, on which theories were
also divided. Nevertheless, even scholars who denied official notification as a
prerequisite of effective occupation would emphasize that for acquiring terra
nullius, it is not only advisable, but suggested that such notification should be
recognized by international law as a requirement in the future or anticipated
that it would become so.

Seen in light of such theories, the core of judging the validity of Japan's

occupation of Dokdo lies in whether Dokdo was in fact terra nullius or
not in 1905. The next point of argument would be whether the absence of
Japan’s notification to Korea of its occupation over Dokdo can be seen as a
breach of international law. This calls for further verification of positive rules
of international law through empirical research of state practices and opinio
juris. In terms of international law at that time, it seems difficult to justify the
validity of the Japanese government's claim that Shimane Prefecture’s Notice
No. 40 issued in 1903, circulated only among the prefecture’s officials and
not published in the Japanese Official Gazette, qualifies as a sufficient official
announcement by a local administrative agency. At any rate, Japan has not
taken any action that may be considered an official announcement of its
intention to occupy Dokdo that corresponds to those taken by other states in
similar cases or to those mentioned in theories of occupation.

Keywords
Dokdo, Occupation, terra nullius, Intention to act as sovereign, animus
occupandi, Effective control, Incorporation of Dokdo, Notice of Shimane
Prefecture
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Flaws of Japan’s Incorporation of Dokdo in 1905: Opinions of the
Japanese Government and Research Trends in Japan

Kim, Gwanwon
Northeast Asian History Foundation

This paper focuses upon whether Japan’s incorporation of Dokdo in 1905 was
justifiable in terms of its congruence with historical facts. Japan considered
Dokdo as terra nullius according to international law and incorporated it into
its territory under the name Takeshima. Despite having incorporated the
islands based on the legal principles of occupation, Japan continued to
reconfirm its intention to act as a sovereign of Dokdo since its defeat in World
War II. In other words, according to Japanese arguments, Dokdo is neither
Korean territory nor a terra nullius, but an inherent territory of Japan from a
historical point of view. Between the 1950s and 1960s, Korea and Japan
exchanged opinions four times over the sovereignty of Dokdo. This paper
reexamines the research trend in Japan and the Japanese government's
opinions during that particular period in order to determine the situation and
process under which the characteristics of Dokdo’s territorial incorporation
changed.

Several studies have recently come forth in Japan that are questioning the
Japanese government'’s claim that Dokdo is an inherent territory of Japan. The
principles of occupation somewhat contributed to formulating the logic
behind Korea’s claim that Dokdo is inherently Korean territory. This logic,
however, results from continued research aimed at addressing the gap
between historical facts and the Japanese government’s argument that Dokdo
has inherently been Japanese territory.

Yet, Dokdo is a territory of either Korea or Japan, not an area jointly
controlled by the two countries, nor a territory of a third country, nor a terra
nullius. Dokdo is Korean territory, not a terra nullius as argued by those who
endorse the theory of occupation,

Keywords

Dokdo, Takeshima, Territorial incorporation, Inherent territory, terra nullius,
Occupation
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No. 72.

Mr. Jordan to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 11.)

(No. 50.  Confidential.)
My Lord, Seoul, July 24, 1899.

THE Local Governor of Dagelet, an island which lies off the east coast of
Corea, in latitude 37° 30’ north, and longitude 181° east, having recently complained
to Seoul of the harsh treatment which the natives were receiving at the hands of
Japanese settlers, Mr. McLeavy Brown, the Chief Commissioner of Customs, was
Tequested by the Central Government to send the Commissioner of Customs at
Fusan to inquire into the circumstances on the spot.

Mr. Brown has courteously furnished me, confidentially, with the Report
ceived from the Commissioner, and as it contains some interesting details respecting
an almost unknown island, and illustrates the manner in which ouflying portions of
this country are being exploited by the Japanese, I venture to transmit a copy of it

erewith to your Lordship.
I have, &e.
(Signed) J. N. JORDAN.
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Inelosure in No. 72.

Aeting Commissioner Laporte to Chief Commissioner Brown.

(Confidential.)
Sir, Custom-house, Fusan, July 6, 1899,

IN accordance with the instructions contained in lefter of the 22nd June, y
have the honour to report that, in company with Mr. Pei Kei Chu, the Government
official of Woo Lung Do, and Messrs. Kim Lone-won and Araki, of the Fusay
Office, I proceeded in the Corean LS. ¢ Hyenik” on a visit to Dagelet Island.

Leaving Fusan at 4 ».m. in the afternoon of the 28th, the highest peak of
Dagelet Island was sighted for the first time at 7 A.a. the next morning, though
it was not until 1 p.M. in the afternoon of the 29th that we arrived close on shore,

The appearance of Woo Lung Do, as the steamer aporoaches it from the south,
is very beautiful, and striking is the contrast afforded by its green and wooded
collines when compared with the barren hills of the mainland.

The area of the island was roughly estimated by Captain Benzenius at
25 square miles, and the whole of its superficies, with the exception of a few
patches of cultivated land, is covered from the shores, rising in most cases abruptly
from the sea, to the summit of its highest mountain, 4,000 feet high, by a thick
growth of large trees of all kinds.

Within a mile from the shores the chart shows a depth of water ranging

“from 1,000 to 1,600 fathoms, and in several instances the lead, thrown

almost at the foof of the towering cliffs, gave mo bottom at 100 fathoms; the
water is, in consequence, so blue and so clear that, for experiment’s sake, a bottle,
lowered over the side with a line, could be distinctly seen at a depth of 25 feet.

Natie Population.

The present population is said to be 3,000 adults and children, living in some
500 houses, not grouped together, but scattered all over the hills and along the
shore, according to the exigencies of the owner’s trade, and nowhere have I seen
more than thirty houses together.

In 1879 Dagelet was a desert island. It is during that year that the first
seftlers crossed over from the mainlaind, Kang Won Do, distant about 70 miles.
The pioneers appear to have been boat-builders, desirous of utilizing for their trade
the wealth of timber growing on the island; then followed farmers, merchants, and
fishermen. The latter, however, are not in large numbers, as the fish is not plentiful,
and the great depth of the water proves a considerable impediment to the divers
secking sea-weed and shell-fish; still, over 2,000 piculs of sea-weed are, I was told,
exported yearly from the island.

The number of inhabitants is continually increasing ; this is due to the facts that
life on the island is comparatively easy, that there are few or no taxes, and that the
soil is so rich that no manure is ever needed or used. The settler, on landing, goes in
search of a piece of land as flat and as easy of access as the island affords : having
found it, he sets fire to the brush-wood and trees to clear away his ground. When the
fire has burnt itself out, he builds a house from the material close at hand, removes as
far as possible the roots of the charred trees and scratches slightly the surface of the
soil which is then ready to receive seeds and to yield two crops every year, wheat ar
!)m'ley in the spring, potatoes or beans in the autumn. Deliciously cool water is found
in abundance, brooks running everywhere from the hillsides, but T remarked with
surprise the fotal absence of all the domestic animals that form so familiar a sight in
a Oorean village; during my walks on shore I did not see a dog, a pig, a horse or &
cow, and even chickens seemed very scarce.

Native Industries, Trade, Produce, &ec.

Boat-bml.dmg Is the only industry on the island ; orders for the construection of
hoats are received in t13e spring from Kang Won Do, Kyong San Do, Chulla Do and
Quelpart, and the new junks are generally completed and ready to sail in November,
hefore the heavy weather sets in. Trade with the main-land is insignificant.
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Occasionally a junk arrives with immigrants; she carries in addition to men and
their humble belongings a few bags of rice, native tobacco and some piece-goods ;
when the cargo is sold and the money realized she sails back loaded in most eases with
sea~weed, sometimes with planks. There is little demand for heavy timber on the
main-land, but were there always a ready market, very little trade could still be done
in it, as the transport by Corean junks would prove an unsurmountable obstacle.
Owing to the stecpness of the ground, rice cannot be grown on Dagelet and the
Coreans live mostly on wheat, barley and potatoes. The crops raised last year consisted
of 20,000 bags of potatoes, 20,000 bags of barley, 10,000 bags of yellow beans, and
5,000 bags of wheat. A thick forest of pine-trees of great ageand size covers every hill
of the island, while various species of valuable hard woods are also found in abundance
amongst others: ““Kiyak " wood, a kind of sandal wood, a tree called by the Coreans
« Pak Cha” and one called “ Kam tan,” the bark of which is used by the Japanese
for manufacturing bird-lime.

The Japanese on Dagelet, their Smuggling and Wood-cutting.

Under Mr. Pei’s advice, the steamer first proceeded to the eastern side of the
island where, I was told, the largest Japanese Settlement was situated. After passing
*“ Seal point,” almost concealed in the middle of the cliffs, we found a small bay, the
entrance to which, about 100 feet wide, could be easily overlooked by vessels passing
some distance off the coast. There in a gully was built a village of 40 odd houses, or
huts, the residence of 140 Japanese men and 28 women. On the beach 5 Japanese
junks and 2 schooners, empty, were hauled up out of reach of the heavy swell ; one
small Japanese junk was afloat, loaded with 280 bags of beans; she left two hours
after our arrival and we were told that two large schooners, with valuable cargoes of
timber, had gone to Japan on the 27th June. The crews of the seven vessels, sixty
men about, brought the Japanese population on that spot alone to over 200.

Enormous logs of hard wood, already cut and sawn ready for shipment, were
lying everywhere, while every house contained articles of importation amongst which
the most important were rice, salt, porcelain, saki, grey shirtings, cotton wadding,
kerosene oil, matches and umbrellas. Three junks the © Yebisu,” *Koyei,” and
< Sluoyei Maru,” produced permits to ship from the Sakai Customs (Itoki Province)
clearly showing that these junks had brought full import cargoes and had cleared in
Japan for Fusan.

The import goods are seldom sold to the Coreans for ready money, but in most
cases exchanged against beans, barley, or seaweed, the value of the articles of exporta-
tion being fixed by the Japanese as follows :—

Dol. c. & 4

1 koku of beans (about 5 -13 bushels, or 293 1bs.) o e 2240002 N0
1 .  barley (about 5°13 bushels; or 267 lbs.) i T
1A wheat (about 5°13 bushels, or 307 lbs.) &S Gtk ain 38 2
1 picul of potatoes (133 1bs.) .. I = 48 Srcie) A ) A
” seaweed (133 Ibs.) .. e 4 % oRRZE0n 4 0

Or somewhat under half of what the same goods would cost if purchased at Fusan.

Two Japanese, Wakida Shotaro and Amano anzo, appear to be the He_aqmen of
the wood-cutting concern, working with the official’s permission (I am giving you
further the Corean version of the case, and how this permission came to be granted)
employing workmen and being the principal exporters to Japan; but I ima.giy_le that
all ‘the Japanese on the island help themselves. more or less freely to the richness
placed undefended within their reach. To kill the trees _they remove the bark,
allowinge them to stand until they become seasopec},” after six months or so thq trees
are cub :(,lown, sawn, and ready for sale. The majority of the J: apanese came from the
Oki Islands distant about 160 miles, and arrived at Dagelet in 1894, though a few
claim to have lived on Dagelet seven or eight yeavs. <

On the northern side I visited two Japanese settlements, one occupied by twenty-
five Japanese and the other by fifteen J: apanese men and one woman; ten .Tapa_nes’e
fishing-boats and one Japanese junk were in course of constructxgn, and a b%aqk_sxmth s
shop was in full operation. In both places I found the same evidences of illicit trade
carried on with Japan. The sixteen inhabitants of this last village had, at the sight
of the * Hyenik,” taken to the hills, and it is only with the greatest difficulty tzhat i

[1532]
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managed to prevent the Coreans from setting.ﬁre to the Japanese houses and properties
and irom hunting the owners up the mountains.

This leads me to mention the numerous complaints preferred by Corcans of the
rough treatment they receive at the hands of the Japanese throughout the island,
complaints embodied in a Petition handed to me by the Headmen of several villages,
and whieh T have the honour to inclose. ;

Amongst minor grievances, the Coreans lay great stress on a somewhat serious
affray that took place in April of this year. Some Japanese having assaulted a native
woman, the Coreans collected together to demand some kind of sa.tlsfactlon, but the
Japanese turned out in force, armed with guns and swords, and a discharge, which
wounded one man, sent the Coreans running back to their villages. To pacify the
victors the official in charge of the island during Mr. Pei’s absence was compelled to
give them a written permission to cut a few trees. I was unable to obtain, either
from the Corean official or the Japanese, copy of this permission.

Taxes, &c.

Farmers and merchants pay no taxes. The official collects 10 per cent. of all the
seaweed obtained from the sea and brought on the island, and a tax on the wood
employed for boat-building, and averaging 10,000 cash for each junk built.

With the exception of a commission of 2 per cent. to the brokers or middlemen
who assist them in disposing of their goods, the Japanese pay no taxes. No doult
some years ago the official did try and probably succeeded in obtaining from the
Japanese some compensation for the timber carried away, but having seen their present
strength and their attitude (there are in all 250 residents without counting the
crews of vessels), I am convinced that they pay neither tax nor squeeze of any kind,
and that officials and people alike have only one wish, to get rid as soon as possible of
the unwelcome visitors.

Another settlement with about thirty J: apanese, mostly employed in sawing wood,
is situated on the south coast of Dagelet, but though I attempted it, I was prevented
from landing there by the heavy surge running on that side.

We left again at 5 p.ar. on the 30th, reaching Fusan, without incident, at 4 r..
on the 1st July.

Separately I am sending a sample of Kiyaki wood, of sandal wood, and samples of
beans, wheat, and barley.

I am, &ec.
(Signed) E. LAPORTE.
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ABSTRACT

The Report on Ulleungdo by E. Laporte and Ulleungdo in 1899

Hong, Seongkeun
Northeast Asian History Foundation

This paper seeks to introduce the contents of the report about a survey done
on Ulleungdo written by E. Laporte in 1899, which is housed at the National
Archives of the United Kingdom, and to review the situation of Ulleungdo at
that time.

E. Laporte, who was Acting Commissioner at the Busan Customs Office,
investigated circumstances at Ulleungdo upon the Korean government's
request in 1899, Hwangseong Newspaper printed the results of his survey as
a special report on September 23, 1899. However, the newspaper article was
a summary of Laporte’s report, which only contained a general outline of the
report. This paper introduces the report’s original content now housed at the
National Archives of the United Kingdom.

The report by E. Laporte consists of five parts. The first part introduces the
background of how Laporte came about to conduct a survey of Ulleungdo
and the geography of the island. The second part records the number of
Korean residents in Ulleungdo and explains how they settled in the island.
The third part covers businesses and trades Ulleungdo residents were engaged
in and the island’s local produce. The fourth part, which is central to the
report, lists the number of Japanese people who illegally entered the island
and reveals their unlawful activities such as smuggling and unauthorized
logging. The final fifth part presents issues related to taxation at Ulleungdo.

The E. Laporte report is expected to help research and comprehensively
understand circumstances at Ulleungdo and Dokdo in the 1900s as well as the
background and content of the Korean Government Ordinance No. 41 issued
in 1900.

Keywords

E. Laporte, Ulleungdo, Dokdo, Korean Government Ordinance No. 41, Busan
Customs Office
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ABSTRACT

The Political Process of the South Korea—Japan Fisheries Negotiations in 1965

Cho, Younsoo
Northeast Asian History Foundation

Since the Republic of Korea became liberated from Japan in 1945, the first
friction that arose between the two countries was sparked by fishing rights.
The issue surrounding fishery between South Korea and Japan rose further to
the surface as the MacArthur Line’s abolition was finalized when the Treaty of
Peace with Japan came into force in 1952. The Peace Line declared by the
South Korean government particularly emerged as one of the main topics of
contention throughout South Korea-Japan talks held at the time. Dispute
concerning the Peace Line not only affected relations between South Korea
and Japan, but also brought a local division within South Korea over how to
settle it.

The South Korean government held about ten meetings between May and
September in 1963 to decide how to deal with Japan's suggestion on a 12
nautical mile distance for an exclusive fishing zone. At the meetings, the
Ministry of Agriculture argued that a distance of 40 nautical miles must be
secured in order to ensure the development of small-scale fisheries in Korea.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the other hand explained the importance of
compromising with Japan at an internationally acceptable level because in
reality, resources were insufficient to properly patrol and guard the waters
marked by the Peace Line. Also, a consensus had already been formed among
the international community that exceeding 12 nautical miles for an exclusive
fishing zone is a breach of international law, although there had been
controversy over the width of territorial waters during the first and second
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea in 1958 and 1960,
respectively. These ten meetings ultimately led to a consensus on the need for
a plan that would minimize the harm to be inflicted upon Korean fishermen
in exchange for a de facto repeal of the Peace Line. That plan was to
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receiving funding from Japan for South Korea to cooperate with them in
fishery. However, the Peace Line’s de facto repeal evoked political instability
in South Korea. The opposition party and college students criticized the plan
as a treacherous act committed to sustain the Park Chung-hee administration,
which unfolded into a nationwide movement opposing the treaty with Japan.

It is true that reaching a settlement for the Treaty on Basic Relations between
Japan and the Republic of Korea was complicated by the national sentiment
Koreans possessed toward Japan, which considered the treaty a result of
unilateral concession on the part of South Korea. Yet, analysis of primary
sources also provides glimpses of the country striving to attain its national
interests under adverse conditions.

The purpose of this article is to analyze a historical account of negotiations on
the South Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement in 1965.

Keywords

South Korea-Japan Talks, South Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement, United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Peace Line, Movement against
South Korea-Japan Talks
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ABSTRACT

Archaeological Review of Joseon’s Policies on Patrolling Ulleungdo

Shim, Hyunyong
Curator, Uljin Bongpyeong Sillabi Museum

Research has actively been conducted on government policies for patrolling
Ulleungdo during the Joseon Dynasty, mainly through studying relevant
historical documents. However, in-depth research on patrolling Ulleungdo
in the nineteenth century has been inhibited due to the insufficient amount
of related records. At Daepungheon, Uljin, several old tablets and documents
related to government policies on patrolling Ulleungdo in the nineteenth
century have recently been uncovered. The relics confirm the fact that patrol
officers were dispatched to Ulleungdo around the end of the Joseon Dynasty
to manage the island as part of Joseon's territory, which thereby supplements
a shortcoming in preceding studies.

In addition to existing tablets and old documents kept at Daepungheon
that have previously been examined, this paper examines newly discovered
monuments, paintings, tablets and documents and compares them with
existing historical documents and records to reconsider a couple of temporal
and spatial issues in preceding studies on the Joseon government’s policy to
patrol Ulleungdo and Dokdo.

First, this paper suggests the possibility that after the government policy
of patrolling Ulleungdo in the Joseon Dynasty was implemented in
1694, the policy could have been maintained until November 28, 1895,
not December 27, 1894 as noted in historical records, The old document
‘Gongnapseongchaek Gaeguk Ohbaeksanyeon Eulmi Sibilwol Isippalil® is
cited as supporting evidence of the suggested possibility. Patrols were not
conducted at regular intervals in their early stages and the interval itself seems
to have been shortened from every three to two years from 1797 onward.

Second, this paper argues that the reason fortresses at Samcheok and Wolsong
were assigned to the task of patrolling Ulleungdo was because naval forces in
charge of patrolling the Korean peninsula’s eastern coast were stationed at the
two bases.

Third, this paper arrives at the deduction that the departure location of patrol
officers changed over time. They at first departed from various locations,
including Port Samcheok and Port Jangho in Samcheok, Port Jukbyeon and
Wangpicheon Rivermouth in Uljin, and Port Gusan in Pyeonghae. However,
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since between 1787 and 1799, commanders stationed at the fortresses at
Samcheok and Wolsong all seem to have departed from Port Gusan. This is
probably because they had accumulated knowledge of the current by then
and realized that departing from Port Gusan would lead to the safest and
easiest sailing route,

Fourth, the rock inscription at Ulleungdo along with tablets and stone
monuments at Uljin are cited as supporting evidence in confirming records
that the Gunsu (governor) of Pyeonghae and Manho (naval officer) stationed
at Wolsong alternately took the additional post as governor of Ulleungdo
between the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

Finally, the paper examines the roles the residents of Uljin played in patrolling
Ulleungdo. At that time, residents living near Daepungheon in Uljin were
inconvenienced with the burden of bearing the expenses and compulsory
labor officers required for patrol. Nevertheless, the residents fulfilled their
duties in contributing toward the defense of their national territory, which
made it possible for the government to smoothly maintain its patrol policy on
Ulleungdo.

Keywords
Joseon, Patrol Policy, Ulleungdo, Dokdo, Uljin, Samcheok, Daecpungheon
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ABSTRACT

Japanese College Students’ Attitude toward the Territorial Dispute over Senkaku
Islands: Implications for the Dokdo Issue

Lee, Sunghwan
Professor, Department of Japanese studies, Keimyung University

This article utilizes survey results from 2012 to compare the awareness
Koreans possess toward the Dokdo issue with the Japanese college students’
awareness of the dispute over the territorial sovereignty of Senkaku islands.
The comparison’s main findings are as follows.

First, Japanese college students are less conscious about territorial
sovereignty over Senkaku Islands than Koreans are over Dokdo. In particular,
consciousness was lowest among female Japanese students. Meanwhile, a
correlation was confirmed between region and the awareness of territorial
sovereignty. Students at Meiyo University and Shimane University both
showed greater awareness due to Meiyo University’'s geographical and
historical proximity to Senkaku Islands and Shimane Prefecture’s involvement
in the Dokdo issue.

Second, Koreans have a strong tendency to deem natural resources and
Japan’s ambition of invasion as the causes of the Dokdo issue, whereas

238

the Japanese are likely to view the causes of the Senkaku Islands issue
lying in natural resources and lack of Japan’s diplomatic power. All in all,
both Koreans and the Japanese seem to assume that territorial disputes are
caused by the expansionist foreign policy of the other country involved in a
particular dispute.

Third, both countries’ respondents, Koreans notably more so, tend to evaluate
their government’s territorial policies negatively.

Fourth, both countries’ respondents believe that it is most important for
their government to attract the international society’s attention in order to
resolve territorial issues. In order of importance, Japanese respondents next
list reinforcement of effective occupation, strengthening Japan's alliance with
the United States and stationing a self-defense force as factors that would
contribute to resolving issues. In contrast, the most popular choice for Koreans
is to allow civilians to reside at Dokdo. In general, Korean respondents have a
tendency to prefer more active and stronger resolutions.

Fifth, respondents in both Korea and Japan regard a ruling from the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) as the best way to resolve the Senkaku
Islands issue. This response seems to be based on the perception that
expansionist foreign policies of other countries lead to territorial disputes.
Given that Korean and Japanese governments have not yet taken the Dokdo
issue to the ICJ, there seems to be a considerable gap between government
policies and the perception of survey respondents.

Finally, analysis for this paper confirms that establishing an East Asian
Community cannot become a means to resolve territorial issues, and Koreans
contributed more heavily toward this confirmation. In this regard, the
existence of nation-states in East Asia seems to preclude the use of regional
integration to resolve territorial disputes.

Keywords

Senkaku, Diaoyudao Islands, Dokdo, Territorial Sovereignty Disputes
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