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ABSTRACT

The Status and Issues with Dokdo—related Descriptions in Japan’s High School
Textbooks

— Focusing on government—authorized textbooks in 2016 and 2017

Hong, Seong Keun
(Northeast Asian History Foundation)

This article aims to examine the status of Dokdo-related descriptions in high
school social studies textbooks (excluding ethics) authorized by the Japanese
government in 2016 and 2017. This paper also points out issues about such
descriptions based on content analysis.

On March 18, 2016 and March 24, 2017, the Japanese Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) finalized and announced the
results from screening high school social studies textbooks. All 59 social
studies textbooks passed the screening procedure, and Dokdo was mentioned
in all subjects including geography, modern society, political economy, and
Japanese history.

The high school textbooks authorized in 2016 and 2017 all concur with the
assertion that “Dokdo is an inherent territory of Japan and has been illegally
occupied by the Republic of Korea,” although descriptions of the assertion
differ between subjects depending on the ‘Explanatory Notes of Educational
Curriculum Guidelines” (BXEHEEEHEER) for each subject. The assertion aligns
with the angle pursued by the Japanese government, which, apart from
actively taking advantage of international law, seeks to gain wider public
support at home and abroad for ‘the legitimacy of Japanese claims over
Dokdo” and ‘the Republic of Korea’s illegal occupation of the island”,

On the other hand, Japanese high school textbooks reveal contradictions in
their content. In geography textbooks, Dokdo is described as an inherent
territory of Japan. History textbooks state that Dokdo was incorporated into
Japanese territory in 1905 in accordance with international law on occupying
a terra nullius, which contradicts the rationale suggested in geography
textbooks. To overcome these contradictions in logic, Japan has modified its
of definition of ‘inherent territory” and described the Japanese territorial
incorporation of Dokdo in 1905 as a reaffirmation of territorial sovereignty
over Dokdo. However, the inconvenient truth that these contradictory
arguments have been patched up seems to be incapable of being completely
denied or concealed.
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ABSTRACT

The Development and Practice of Integrative Dokdo Lesson Models Based on
Storytelling

Han, Dong—kyun
(Seoul Nonhyun Elementary School)

Nam, Kyong—heui
(Seoul National University of Education)

This study aims to explore the potential of models for teaching about Dokdo
through storytelling to make geography lessons more sympathetically
engaging and to identify teaching strategies that make more effective use of
storytelling. Implications and issues emerged over the course of carrying out
the programs designed for this study and observing the changes in students
before and after class. Most students learned an increased amount of basic
details about Dokdo and its location, and their feelings for the island shifted
toward a positive direction. Moreover, they responded that the storytelling-
based lessons were instructive, satisfactory, and helpful for developing a
shared understanding of Dokdo. The implications from this study can be
summarized as follows. First, lessons become much more effective when
students take the initiative, When their own stories become the topic of a
lesson, students more actively participate in class, develop a keener interest in
the Dokdo issue, and tend to approach it as a daily matter. Second, more
sympathetically engaging lessons on Dokdo that take emotional elements into
account can help students internalize the Dokdo issue and gain implicit
knowledge about it. Third, storytelling techniques are effective in arousing
interest in and attracting attention toward lessons on Dokdo. Fourth,
continued sympathetically engaging education about Dokdo can facilitate
students in sharing their opinions about why the island is Korean territory.

Keywords

Lessons on Dokdo, Storytelling, Sympathetically engaging education, Sense of
place, Subject integration
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ABSTRACT

An Analysis on Territorial Sovereignty Over Dokdo Using the Japanese Land
Survey Department’s District Overview Map

Seo, Inwon
(Asian Social Science Research Institute)

“Chizu kuiki ichiranzu” (ibfEFais—EE) refers to district overview maps
officially issued by the Japanese Land Survey Department that carries the
effect of acquiescence, approval, and estoppel for Dokdo as a Korean
territory. They are important sources that serve as a criterion for determining
the probative power of maps in courts of international law. This paper
therefore analyzes the perception of territorial sovereignty over Dokdo present
mainly in the Japanese Land Survey Department’s district overview maps and
proves that Dokdo is Korean territory under the international law because the
maps carry the effects of acquiescence, approval, and estoppel.

“‘Gaihozu” (¥Mf&]) essentially refers to maps of outer lands created for military
and war purposes, and under the Japanese army’s General Staff Headquarters,
they were made for wars of aggression. The term gaihozu originally referred
to lands beyond Japanese territory, and considering that maps of territories
Japan either colonized or occupied such as Korea, Taiwan, and Sakhalin were
regarded as gaihozu, Dokdo was never included in complete maps of Imperial
Japan until the end of the Second World War.

Japan consistently labeled Ulleungdo and Dokdo as Korean territory in
geographic publications such as ‘Chosen chishi ryaku” (#feithEin%) issued by
the General Staff Headquarters in 1888. Also, the Map of Saigo (FG3f)
published by the Land Survey Department in 1899 did not include Dokdo as
part of Oki Islands or mainland Japan because Dokdo was not under the
jurisdiction of the Japanese Army.

The Land Survey Department issued various district overview maps since
1887, but Dokdo did not appear within the boundaries of mainland Japan
prior to 1935, And from 1935, Dokdo was marked and recognized as Korean
territory. Especially in 1939, the ‘Complete Map of Ulleungdo” created by the
Land Survey Department noted that Ulleungdo and Dokdo belonged to the
North Gyeongsang Province of Korea, and the fact that map had been
designated as a classified document for internal use only is evidence that
Japan recognized Dokdo as Korean territory since 1935.

The district overview map published at a 1:50,000 scale in 1944 can be
considered the summation of achievements made by the Land Survey
Department, which had primarily focused on mapping Japan's territory. This
1944 edition included Dokdo as part of Korea and not mainland Japan,
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proving that Japan did not recognize the island as its territory at the time.
Subsequent editions of the map published between 1946 and 1989 also did
not include Dokdo as part of Japan's Oki Islands. Since these district overview
maps were made by a state agency called the Land Survey Department under
the Japanese General Staff Headquarters, the state can be considered the
agency of approval. Moreover, the maps admitted that Dokdo is Korean
territory and did not claim that the island is Japanese territory, which satisfies
the requirements for admission that the territorial sovereignty over Dokdo
belongs to Korea.

Keywords

Gaihozu (¥1¥#]), Chosen zenzu (#1fif2[E]), Japanese Land Survey Department,
Chizu kuiki ichiranzu (#E[E—EE), International law, Promissory estoppel
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ABSTRACT

Possibility of International Litigation From Violating Provisions on the Protection
and Preservation of the Marine Environment

Yang Hee Cheol
(Korea Institute of Ocean Science and Technology (KIOST))

This paper focuses on the United Nations” 2016 South China Sea ruling to
investigate the legal effectiveness of declarations denying the acceptance of
compulsory jurisdiction according to the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and to consider the possibilities for international
litigation from violating obligations toward the protection and preservation of
the marine environment.

The South China Sea ruling is meaningful since it allows research to be
conducted in advance that weighs the possibility for potential disputes in
South Korean waters to be submitted to compulsory procedures. The ruling is
particularly significant for carrying implications for Dokdo as actions in
Dokdo’s surrounding waters could trigger international litigation with
neighboring states.

The arbitration tribunal on the South China Sea case determined exactly what
the convention’s articles 204, 205, and 206 require in terms of making
practicable endeavors through scientific methods to monitor the risks or
effects of pollution, publishing reports about monitoring results and providing
them to competent international organizations, and assessing the potential
effects of activities, thereby turning the phrase "protection and preservation of
the marine environment" in UNCLOS into an actual obligation that must be
met in general.

The case signifies that it will be necessary for South Korea to offset potential
litigation risks by implementing systematic measures such as conducting
marine environmental impact assessments before launching any activities in
Dokdo’s surrounding waters.

Keywords

UNCLOS, Dokdo, The South China Sea, Protection and Preservation of the
Marine Environment, Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)
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