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ABSTRACT

The Study on the Zhongyuan-style’s Early Iron
Age Culture of Liaodong Region: Archaeological
Perspective of the Expansionary Context of
Liaodong Commandery

Yi Huseok

The establishment of the Early Iron Age culture in the Liaodong
region can be defined as the process by which Central Plains-style
material culture, associated with Liaodong Commandery GE ¥ #),
took root. The primary objective of this study is to identify the
patterns of diffusion and transformation of Central Plains culture—
specifically from the Warring States period to the early Han
dynasty—within the context of the establishment and expansion of
Liaodong Commandery.

The settlement of Central Plains-style material culture and the
establishment of Liaodong Commandery are understood here not as
a single, short-term event, but as a long-term process of socio-
cultural change. This process evolved from intermittent material and

human exchange to the establishment of politico-economic hubs,
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eventually transitioning into full-scale administrative control. The
spatial and temporal distribution of archaeological data—moving
from western to eastern Liaodong—suggests that the installation of
outposts and the expansion of the commandery were gradual and
procedural. This contrasts with the schematic narrative of events
related to Liaodong Commandery found in literary records such as
the Records of the Grand Historian (Shiji).

Accordingly, the Early Iron Age culture of the Liaodong region
can be divided into four stages based on the diffusion of Central
Plains material culture and the expansion of the commandery:

Stage 1: Characterized by intermittent exchange limited to the
western part of central Liaodong prior to the establishment of the
commandery. Notably, this included both material and human
exchange. Stage II: Liaodong Commandery is established, but
governance is limited to specific hubs in western central Liaodong.
Interaction was minimal, as evidenced by a small number of isolated
earthen fortifications and tombs. Stage III: Interaction and hub-
based governance in western central Liaodong were strengthened
and reorganized, though it is questionable whether this constituted
full-scale expansion. Stage IV: Direct rule is strengthened across
almost the entire Liaodong region, marking the full expansion of the
commandery. While Han-style iron culture spread to the peripheries
of the commandery and prefectures, direct administrative control

still faced limitations in the frontier regions.

Keywords: Liaodong Region, Zhongyuan-style, Early Iron Age Culture,
Liaodong Commandery, Yan State, Han Dynasty
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ABSTRACT

The Early Iron Culture of Central Jilin Province:
A Study on the Formation Process of
the Paoziyan Culture

Bae Hyunjoon

The Paoziyan Culture was formed as the Xituanshan Culture
declined between the 4th and 3rd centuries BCE, allowing
neighboring cultures to spread into the Jilin region. Specifically, the
distinctive material culture of Paoziyan took shape through the
integration of the Hanshu Culture from the north, the Baoshan
Culture from the south, and the Han Culture of the Central Plains
with the Xituanshan substrate. By the 2nd to 1st centuries BCE
phase of the Paoziyan Culture, walled fortresses had already been
constructed. Among the excavated artifacts, the characteristic
“double-handled jar” (# H7%%) resulted from the blending of
Xituanshan and Hanshu vessel forms, while the “column-shaped
stemmed bowl” (§FjIk %) is understood to have evolved as pottery

types introduced from the Baoshan or Central Plains cultures
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o § =i
g SSOIGAIA E

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



adapted to the local Paoziyan Culture context.

Furthermore, it is posited that the Xichagou cemetery in
northwestern Liaoning Province (dating to the 2nd-1st centuries
BCE) played a important role in the emergence of the Laoheshen
cemetery of the Paoziyan Culture. The discovery of cylindrical
bronze-handled iron swords (JEF:2 §i#58 4 —which first
appeared in Xichagou—at the Yushu Laoheshen site, along with the
continuity of various Northern-style artifacts originally seen in the
Xichagou cemetery, strongly suggests that the Northern network
associated with Xichagou was absorbed and integrated into the
Paoziyan Cultural sphere.

In conclusion, the Paoziyan Culture was established by absorbing
elements of the Hanshu and Baoshan cultures onto the indigenous
Xituanshan Culture foundation, and by constructing a broad regional
network with the Northern Steppe and Central Plains Culture

powers, facilitated through the mediation of the Xichagou site.

Keywords: Early Iron Period, Buyeo(Puyd), Paoziyan Culture, Hanshu
Culture, Baoshan Culture, Xichagou site
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ABSTRACT

External Exchanges of Groups as Seen Through
the Material Culture of Hamgyeong-do and
Primorye in the Early Iron Age

Heo Junyang

Hamgyeong-do in the northeastern Korean Peninsula and Primorye
in southeastern Russia are recognized through interconnected
material data of the Early Iron Age, represented by the Korean-style
Bronze Dagger Culture and the Tuanjie-Kroynovka Culture.

Based on these frameworks, this study examines the spatial
contexts and routes of external exchanges conducted by the
Hamgyeong-do and Primorye groups through a comparative
analysis with material data from Hwanghae-do in the northwestern
and Jeolla-do in the southwestern regions of the Korean Peninsula.
The results indicate that while the interaction involving Hwanghae-
do material data is identified as an indirect and limited diffusion, the
exchange with Jeolla-do is confirmed to be direct, involving a

diverse range of materials. In other words, the material culture of
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Hamgyeong-do and Primorye shows a higher probability of being
synchronized with the latter. Consequently, the spatio-temporal
development of the two regions is closely linked, and regional
expansion has progressed through the diffusion and migration of
both human and material resources.

Ultimately, the material culture of Hamgyeong-do and Primorye
during the Early Iron Age is interpreted as the outcome of direct
external exchange and diffusion by the Jeolla-do group, leading to
the subsequent establishment of a new culture. Furthermore, the
regional expansion among these groups establishes the first to third
phases of diffusion and their corresponding routes, operating
through the respective nodes of Jeolla-do, Hamgyeong-do, and
Primorye. Specifically, the first phase of diffusion is identified in
Primorye, the second in Hamgyeong-do, and the third in Gangwon-

do, all of which appear to have advanced via coastal routes.

Keywords: Hamgyeong-do and Primorye, Jeolla-do, Material Culture of the
Early Iron Age, External Exchange, Routes of Exchange
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ABSTRACT

Recent Research Trends in Chinese Academia on
the Ye-Maek (%30

Cho Wonchin

This paper comprehensively reviews the research trends in Chinese
academia concerning the Ye-Maek (3531 since 2010 and examines
the associated academic disputes and characteristics. Recent Ye-
Maek research in Chinese academia exhibits an expansion toward a
multidisciplinary approach combining archaeology, linguistics,
customs, and historical exchanges.

Among recent comprehensive achievements in Chinese aca-
demia’s Ye-Maek research, A History of Ethnic Groups in Northeast
China (2014) and the doctoral dissertation A Study on “Ye-Maek” in
Ancient Literature (2021) are noteworthy. Identifying the Maek
people as a nomadic force that migrated eastward from the northern
steppes and the Ye people as indigenous agriculturalists, these
studies share a perspective that weakens the autonomy of the Ye-

Maek and incorporates them into the history of China’s northern
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frontier by strictly separating their origins. Furthermore, they
emphasize that the social development of the Ye-Maek was achieved
under the influence of the Central Plains civilization, while a new
perspective is also identified that defines the Ye-Maek as a broad
mixed ethnic group.

In Chinese academia, some studies include Gojoseon within the
Ye-Maek, but there is a strong overarching tendency to separate
Gojoseon from the Ye-Maek, viewing them as unrelated. Moreover,
Buyeo of the Ye people and Goguryeo of the Maek people are also
strictly distinguished ethnically. Furthermore, some studies even
deny the connection between the Ye-Maek and Buyeo/Goguryeo.
This shows a significant difference with the perception of Korean
academia, which understands Gojoseon, Buyeo, and Goguryeo all
within the category of Ye-Maek, regarding them as closely related to
the formation of the Korean nation.

Therefore, moving forward, Korean academia must secure a
broad perspective that oversees the entire ethnic landscape of the
Northeast region from a macroscopic framework. Based on this,
Korean academia should systematically establish an academic
foundation to respond to the research of Chinese academia by
deepening diachronic and comprehensive studies to clarify the
ethnic reality of the Ye-Maek and the influence they contributed to

the formation of the Korean nation.

Keywords: Ye-Maek, Maek People, Ye People, Chinese Academia, Gojoseon,
Buyeo, Goguryeo
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ABSTRACT

The Issue of the Location of Heishui Mohe
Bali (%) Fl], Boli) and Balhae (Bohai)
Deokrijin (#8221 §RE, Delizhen)

Jung Sukbae

Bali(Boli) was a central stronghold of the Heishui Mohe, and as the
word “jin (i, garrison)” suggests, Deokrijin was likely a military
garrison located on the border between Balhae and the Heishui
Mohe.

The author has closely examined the relevant opinions of previous
researchers and considered the location issues of these two places
through literature and archaeological data.

Until now,various hypotheses have been proposed regarding the
location of Balior the Heishuizhou Dudufu such as: Boli ({/1/],
Khabarovsk), the mouth of the Anuyi River, the Tongjiang ([F]T.),
Fenglin Fortress (JE\#f k), Chaihezhen (4%[§H) on the Mudan
River (4 F}{L), Nanchengzi fortress (F§3 154, and Jiangan
Fortress (VL& 5 4%). Regarding the location of Deoklijin various
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hypotheses have also been proposed, including Deokrimokhyeok
(Basalt area north of Jingbohu Lake)Sanxing (Yilan area), Fenglin
Fortress (JEL#K {7 I5k), Nanchengzi fortress (pgil 115 1%), Xingnong
Fortress (B j2 1 41%), and the Huachuan (fif)[])-Jixian (4£%)-Youyi (¢
#D-Baoqing (Ff i#)regions.

According to the Xintangshu» (sect. Geography),the distance
from the royal capital of Balhae northward, via Deokrijin, to the
Southern Heishui Mohe was one thousand li. According to the
Xintangshuw (Biography of the Heishui Mohe), Emperor Xuanzong
of Tang appointed the Heishui Mohe chieftain Yesoknigye ({5 & #l
&, Nishuliji) as governor of Bali Prefecture (h#|JH{#5) in the 10th
year of Kaiyuan (722). According to the Jiutangshu» (Biography of
Balhaemalgal), the Tang also established the Heishuizhou Dudufu in
726.

The term “Southern Heishui Mohe” could refer to the border with
Balhae, or it could refer to the central stronghold of the Southern
Heishui Mohe. The central stronghold of the Southern Heishui Mohe
refers to Bali. In other words, the Balhae Royal City — Deokrijin —
Heishui Mohe Bali (where the Heishuizhou Dudufu was established
in 726) were located successively from south to north.

Today, the distribution of the early Heishui Mohe can be
archaeologically reconstructed through Phase 1 sites of the Naifeld-
Tongren culture. These sites are all located north of the lower
Songhua River. Balhae sites have been reported in the southern part
of the lower Songhua River. Therefore, in this area, the southern
boundary of the Heishui Mohe may be regarded as the lower

reaches of the Songhua River. In other words, Bali must be found
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north of the lower Songhua River, and Deokrijin south of the lower
Songhua River. In this regard, the author concludes that the Jiangan
fortress (L 551, located on the southern (right) bank of the
middle reaches of the Heilongjiang (Amur) River, corresponds well
to Bali, while Walihuotun fortress (i HfE#), located on the
southern bank of the lower reaches of the Songhua River
corresponds well to Deokrijin. From the royal city of Balhae, that is,
Sanggyeongseong, to Jiangan fortress is about 420 km, while from
Walihuotun fortress to the middle of the lower Songhua River, which
is thought to have been the boundary with Balhae, is about 363 km.
The 1,000 li in the Tang Dynasty coresponded 531.486 km in dali
CKH) and 442.905 km in xiaoli (/NH), although in practice it
represented an approximate distance. Therefore, both distances may
be regarded as corresponding approximately to 1,000 li, whether
measured to Bali, the central stronghold of the Southern Heishui

Mohe, or to the boundary of the Southern Heishui Mohe.

Keywords: Balhae, Heishui Mohe, Bali(Boli), Deokrijin, Jiangan fortress,
Walihuotun fortress, Heishuizhou Dudufu
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ABSTRACT

The Domestic Incursion Operations of the
Gwangbokgun-Chongyeong (1920-1922)

Kim Yongjin

The Gwangbokgun-Chongyeong (Gwangbok Army Headquarters)
was established one month prior to the formal formation of the
Gwangbokgun-Saryeongbu (Gwangbok Army Command). Once the
organizational structure of the Command was finalized, the
Chongyeong, led by Commander Oh Dong-jin, was integrated as the
Command’s 2nd Battalion. Consequently, Oh Dong-jin held a dual
role: he served as the 2nd Battalion Commander within the
Command—a formal, regular army institution—and as the Chief of
the Chongyeong, which functioned as a specialized task force.
Under the jurisdiction of the Chongyeong were the Cheolma-
byeoryeong and the Byeokpa-byeoryeong units. It is highly probable
that the Byeokpa-byeoryeong originated from the Byeokchang-
uijeondan, a domestic special task force founded by Yang Seung-u

along the Pajeo River in Byeokdong County under the Command’s
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authority. As the Command’s influence waned, the Byeokchang-
uijeondan was renamed Byeokpa-byeoryeong and reorganized
under the Chongyeong, which had stepped in to act as a regional
headquarters directly under the Ministry of Military Affairs of the
Provisional Government.

The Command and the Chongyeong were assigned distinct roles
and missions. The former was designated for the “execution phase”
of the war of independence, aimed at large-scale regular warfare
against the Japanese Imperial Army. In contrast, the latter was
designated for the “preparatory phase,” focusing on irregular
guerrilla warfare—specifically, domestic incursion operations—to
disrupt Japanese police surveillance and public order.

While these domestic incursion operations broadly fall under the
category of “righteous heroic struggle” (uiseol-tujeong), they are
more accurately described as a transitional bridge leading from
individual heroic acts toward large-scale regular independence
warfare. These operations differed from the one-off bombing
missions of groups like the Uiyeoldan, which relied on individual
sacrifice; instead, they involved sustained military actions comparable
to regular combat. In the early 1920s, these incursions by the
Southern Manchurian independence forces were actively carried out
in close military coordination with the Provisional Government of
the Republic of Korea. In essence, the Gwangbokgun- Chongyeong
stood as a prime example of the military solidarity between the
Provisional Government and the Southern Manchurian forces, with
domestic incursion operations serving as the primary medium of

that alliance.
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ABSTRACT

Chiang Kai-shek’s Mobilization Policy for
Educated Youth and Kim Hong-il during the Late
Sino-Japanese War

Jung Hyungah-Jung Changwon

The history of Korea and China in the first half of the twentieth
century, when Japanese imperial expansion intensified, was
fundamentally characterized by anti-Japanese resistance, with both
countries advancing the war effort through mutual cooperation.
Korean scholarship has thus far accumulated substantial research
outcomes, primarily focusing on the activities of independently
organized Korean resistance groups and armed forces, as well as on
anti-Japanese struggles conducted in alliance with China or, in some
cases, in relation to Japan.

Among these, there were Korean patriots who regarded China’s
victory in the Second Sino-Japanese War as an indirect pathway to
achieving Korea’s independence. Having graduated from Chinese

military academies, they actively served in the Chinese armed forces
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with notable commitment. This article examines one representative
figure, Kim Hong-il.

After graduating from the Guizhou Military Academy, Kim Hong-
il participated in both the Second Constitutional Protection War and
the Second Sino-Japanese War, serving in the Chinese military and
eventually attaining the rank of major general. In the late stage of the
war, he proposed to Chiang Kai-shek—who was seeking to reform
and strengthen military manpower—that elite students be incorporated
into the armed forces to enhance the qualitative capacity of the
military and thereby facilitate victory. He aimed to improve military
effectiveness by mobilizing highly educated young students for the
anti-Japanese war effort. His proposal was ultimately realized in the

form of the Intellectual Youth Enlistment Movement.

Keywords: Kim Hong-il, Chiang Kai-shek, Anti-Japanese Resistance, Sino-
Japanese War, Chinese Military Service, Intellectual Youth Enlistment
Movement
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