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To our readers,

Our Foundation was established in September 2006 to promote peace and stability in East Asia by
promoting accurate and precise historical knowledge. Our Foundation has particularly devoted
much attention to China’s Northeast Project and Japan’s distortion of historical facts and conducted

various types of research and formulated diverse policies to effectively address such challenges.

The Dokdo Research Institute, established in 2008, is notable for making various efforts to
strengthen Korea’s claim of territorial sovereignty over Dokdo and widely promote the usage of
the label “East Sea.” Consequently, the Foundation was able to ascertain through various research
projects that Dokdo is historically, geographically, and by international law, Korean territory and

that it is legitimate to use “East Sea.”

Conducting research on the usage of Dokdo and East Sea in old maps of the East and West has
been a principal research project for the Foundation. The Foundation continues to research on
major old maps found in Korea and abroad, and has currently identified more than 200 maps

which note Dokdo’s exact location and use “East Sea.”

This pamphlet aims to present the findings of our research to a wider public in a lucid fashion.
“Old maps” refer to illustrated maps created before the advent of modern surveying techniques
and cartographic methods. It is our hope that as you admire more than 40 different old maps from
the East and West, you will be able to appreciate and understand why Dokdo is historically and
geographically Korean territory and why it is legitimate to call the body of water between Korea

and Japan as “East Sea.”

Thank you.
December 2020,

President, The Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Dokdo and East Sea in Old Maps

In 2005, Japan, reminiscing about 1905, began to issue new provocations about Dokdo. Japan is
unwilling to discard memories about her imperial past and still misses the Japan from a century earlier,
which is why she legalized a day of commemoration. That day, known as Takeshima Day, is celebrated
every February.
Moreover, Japan not only intensifies efforts to incorporate content about Dokdo in elementary, middle,
and high school textbooks and officially announces results of the Japanese government’s inspections of
the textbooks every March. Japan also provokes Korea about Dokdo by publishing a Bluebook every
May and June, and a White Paper every August and September. As Japan continues to repeat her
claims to Dokdo, Japan seems to mistakenly believe that Dokdo was her territory from time
immemorial. Groupthink can dangerously conflate fact and fiction.
In addition, while Korea was a colony of Japan, Japan erased Korea’s notation of “East Sea” from
international historical memory. Japan changed “East Sea,” which is also inscribed on the Monument of
King Kwang-kae-to. During a general conference of the THO, held in 1929 to standardize the names of
international bodies of water, Japan abused the fact that Korea had no authority to conduct her own
diplomacy and registered the “Sea of Japan” as the official name for “East Sea.” Since 1992, when Korea
became a member of the United Nations, Korea has maintained an active public relations campaign to
promote the usage of “East Sea.” As a result, more than 40% of all internationally reputable cartography
companies note “East Sea” alongside “Sea of Japan.” Unfortunately, this practice is also a residue of
imperialism.
Therefore, the Northeast Asian History Foundation, in response to Koreans and foreigners bewildered
by Japan’s arguments, continues to promote accurate historical knowledge. Ever since this book was
first published in 2010 and the second edition came out in 2016, the Foundation has decided to publish
a third edition in 2020.
This book introduces old maps from the East and West which note Dokdo and the East Sea. It also
includes old maps from Korea and Japan. Contrary to recent Japanese claims, the international society
and Japan have long recognized Dokdo as Korean territory and perceived and recorded the body of
water between Korea and Japan as “East Sea.” I sincerely hope that this book meaningfully
supplements your study of historical labeling practices toward Dokdo and the East Sea.

December, 2020

Director, Dokdo Research Institute
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A View of Dokdo
Dongdo and Seodo
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The toponym “Sea of Japan,” used to designate the body of water lying between Korea and
Japan, originated in the 20th century amid the growing colonial expansion and dominance of
Imperial Japan. Up to the late 18th century, the majority of maps published in the West indicated
this sea as “Sea of Korea(Corea).” It was not until the mid-19th century, when the West was

actively engaged in trading with Japan, that “Sea of Japan” was beginning to be employed.

The name “Sea of Japan” was gradually taking root in Japan by 1905 in the wake of the Russo-
Japanese war to be adopted as such by the international community in the 1920s when Korea was
colonized by Japan and incompetent and unable to speak out diplomatically. In the absence of
any opinions, let alone any protests, heard from Korea, IHO (International Hydrographic

Organization) simply registered the region as “Sea of Japan.”

There are several points worthy of note in old maps relating to the East Sea. First, certain old
maps, printed even earlier than some old Korean ones and available in such European countries as
Germany, the United Kingdom and Russia, labeled this area as “East Sea.” This attests that as far

back as medieval Europe, this sea was considered the east sea of the Eurasian continent.

Second, Japan imported the exonyms “Sea of Korea” and “Sea of Japan,” since both originated in
Europe. Until the late 19th century, the sea was referred to in Japan as the Japanese endonyms of
“North Sea,” “West Sea,” and “Inner Sea.” It was not until the early 20th century that the Japanese

decided to use “Sea of Japan” to help project itself as the only important power of the region.

Third, one can find many European old maps using two names in parallel, East Sea/Sea of Korea
or Sea of Korea/Sea of Japan. In a number of Japanese old maps, again, Sea of Joseon and Sea of

Japan were recorded side by side.

On the basis of these historical facts and map evidence, the Korean government has proposed to
the international community to follow the international customary rules and practices to use both

“East Sea” and “Sea of Japan,” until the two countries agree upon one name.
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Map of Korea included at the beginning of Sinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram (Revised and
augmented version of the survey of the national geography of Korea). This map contains the names
of and brief information on major geographic features including mountains, rivers, islands, seas, and
provinces. The toponym “East Sea” is first used in a Korean map. The name is located not on the

water but at Yangyang in Gangwon Province, where rites to the god of the East Sea were performed.
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Map of Asia in the Introductionis in Universam Geographiam written by Philip Cluver, German
geographer and historian, in 1624. This map was republished after his death. Korea is shown as an

elongated peninsula but is not accurately portrayed as compared to other countries in East Asia. The

East Sea is named “MARE EOUM,” literally meaning a sea in the east in Latin.
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A new map of India & China _from the latest observations
England, John Senex, 1721, Housed in the National Library of Berlin
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Map of India and China by John Senex, royal geographer of England, in 1721. Senex used geographic

information from the Dutch East India Company and Jesuit missionaries to depict the geographic
features of Korea, China, and Japan. This map shows that the West also used the name “EASTERN

SEA” to indicate the sea east of the Eurasian continent.
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Russia, Russian Academy of Sciences, 1737, Housed in the Goettingen University
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Hemispheric map of the world included in the atlas published by the Russian Academy of Sciences in

1737. “Mope BocTounoe” in Russian, literally meaning the sea in the east, is used to name the East

Sea.
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A Map of Marco Polo’s Voyages

England, Emanuel Bowen, 1744, 40.0 x 25.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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In 1705, John Harris edited a book, A Complete Collection of Voyages and Travels, consisting of
information from world expeditions. T. Woodward and other cartographers later revised the book. A
Map of Marco Polo’s Voyages (1744) produced by Emanuel Bowen, royal cartographer to both King
George II of England and Louis XV of France, was included in the book. As seen in the map, naming

the East Sea the “EASTERN SEA” was a popular custom among British royal cartographers in the 18th

century.

% % o I. 95" A I. KI‘I F"l'- East Sea and Dokdo in Old Maps_25

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION




06
MEH = (FELRE)

Stz AIXtOlA, 184171 28t 135,0X140.0cm, MEMH &2 A%

Seobukgyedo

Korea, Author unknown, Late 18th century, 135.0 x 140.0cm, Housed in the Gyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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Detailed map of the northern frontier of Korea, including Beijing, Northern China, and Manchuria.
Usually, there was no sign of naming seas found in the maps of the early Joseon Dynasty. This map,

however, clearly indicated the names of the seas surrounding the Korean Peninsula: East Sea for the

sea east of the Korean Peninsula and Balhae for the sea northwest of the Korean peninsula.
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Agukchongdo

Korea, Author unknown, Late 18th century,
81.5x151.0cm, Housed in the Gyujanggak Institute
for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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Followed by the Oriental Five Elements Theory, different colors were assigned to the names of
Counties and Provinces. The cartographers used yellow for the central part of Korea (Gyeonggi and
Chungcheong Provinces), blue for the east (Gangwon Province), white for the west (Hwanghae
Province), red for the south (Jeolla and Gyeongsang Provinces), and black for the north (Hamgyeong
Province). Special attention was paid to the realistic presentation of mountains and rivers and to
naming offshore islands. The names of three seas, East Sea, West Sea, and South Sea, are located at

appropriate sites in the respective seas.
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Cheonbadojido

Korea, Author unknown, Late 18th century, 102.2 x 60.33cm, Housed in the Gyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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Map produced in the late 18th century in Korea, based on the Chinese Wanguo Quantu (Complete
Map of All Nations) included in Jikbangoegi, which was written by an Italian Jesuit missionary to
China, Giulio Aleni. As with the Kunyu Wanguo Quantu (A Map of the Myriad Countries of the
World) by Matteo Ricci in 1602, East Asia in this map is centered around China. To indicate the East

Sea, this map uses “Little East Sea” instead of “Sea of Japan.”
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Korea, Author unknown, Late 18th century, 19.3 x 25.4cm, Housed in the Yeungnam University Museum
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Map included in the atlas Youngnamjido published during the reign of King Youngjo in the Joseon
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Dynasty. The cartographers put much value on roads with colors: red for primary roads, yellow for
secondary roads, and blue for tertiary roads. They also emphasized topography by drawing shale
along the east coast and rocks along the Taehwa River flowing through the center of Ulsan. The East

Sea is located southeast of Ulsan.
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Grande Tartarie

France, Allain Manesson Mallet, 1683,
14.0x21.0cm,

Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Manesson Mallet was a French cartographer and citadel architect under Louis XIV. He is best known,
however, for the compendious Description De L’Univers (1683), a five-volume geographical,
cosmographic, and historical work, which included maps of all known parts of the world. This map

shows the Tartars region in his Description De L’Univers. He named the East Sea and its adjacent sea

the “OCEAN ORIENTAL.”
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La Partie Orientale de I’Asie ou se trouvent le Grand Empire des Tartares Chinois et celuy du Japon
France, Nicolas de Fer, 1702, 38.0 x 27.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Nicolas de Fer was an official geographer to both French and Spanish kings. In the map, he
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explained, “The East Sea is a sea called the Orientale Sea by Tartars, but it is unknown to Europeans.”
Manchurians and Russians were called Tartars at that time. This fact indicates the name “East Sea” was

commonly used to refer to the sea located in the east of East Asia.
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Asia secundum legitimas Projectionis Stereographicae regulas et juxta recentissimas observation

Germany, Johann Matthias Hass, 1744, 61.0 x 54.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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This map of Asia by Johann Matthias Hass, German cartographer, was published after his death. He
mapped China in great detail based on geographical information from the Jesuit missionaries, while
the coastal regions of Asian Russia were mapped using Russian exploration data in the 1730s.
Hokkaido in Japan is shown attached to the Asian Continent due to the lack of geographic
information about Japan. This map was included in the atlas published by Johann Homann, a German
geographer and cartographer. In the map, the East Sea is named “MARE ORIENTALE MINVS,” literally

meaning a small Oriental sea.
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Mappa Totius Mundi

France, Guillaume Delisle, 1770, 66.0 x 50.5cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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The map above is a copy reprinted in 1770 from the map originally produced by Guillaume Delisle,
French geographer, in 1690. It is a double hemispherical map of the world with Latin place names.

The East Sea is named “MARE ORIENTALE,” literally meaning Oriental Sea.
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Mapa da Asia
Portugal, Manuel Godinho de Eredia, 1615, 31 x 24cm, Housed in TANDK
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Portuguese explorer and cartographer Manuel Godinho de Eredia was born in Malacca in 1563. Eredia
studied in theological seminaries of Malacca and Goa and became a Jesuit in 1579 but soon left the
order. He devoted himself to research on geography and worked as a cartographer. Mapa da Asia,
which Eredia completed in 1615, is significant as the first ancient Western map to denote the East Sea

as “Mar Coria.” It is presumed that Eredia followed the contemporary practice of applying the name of

a nation located to the left of a particular body of the sea and named the East Sea “Mar Coria.”
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The Delisle family was one of the most important cartographic dynasties working in early 18th century
France. Without a doubt, Guillaume Delisle, French royal geographer, was the most distinguished
cartographer of his time. Accordingly, Peter the Great of Russia even visited Delisle’s map institute and
requested to dispatch expert cartographers to Russia. As it could be seen from “13. Mappa Totius

Mundi” mentioned in the previous chapter, Delisle labeled the body of water comprising what is now
the East Sea as MARE ORIENTALE, but from the 1720s, labeled it as MER DE COREE.
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L’Empire de la Chine pour servir a I'Histoire Génerale des Voyages
France, Jacques Nicolas Bellin, 1748, 44.0 x 31.5cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Jacques Nicolas Bellin, a French royal hydrographer, contributed to modernization of the French
Navy. His profound knowledge of maritime boundaries can be found in a number of his sea-atlases
of the world, including Atlas Maritime. This map is included in these atlases that he made to enhance
people’s geographic knowledge. In this map, the East Sea is called “MER DE COREE” in French and

“ZEE VAN KOREA” in Dutch.
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L'Asia
Italy, Antonio Zatta, 1777, 49.0 x 38.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Antonio Zatta was one of the leading Italian map publishers from the late 18th century to the early
19th century. He produced a large number of atlases and maps of high scientific and artistic quality.
In this map, he reduced the traditional map adornment, striving instead for accuracy in mapping. The

East Sea is named “MARE DI COREA” in Italian, literally meaning Sea of Korea.
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France, Louis Brion de la Tour, 1786, 39.0 x 29.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation

ST S EOIAEr

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION

50__ x| Eof LIEHt St £



stepss PAIK|RfakA} 27t Aukelo] AAA el 342 S8 Ak AlEole 53] o] At obxlolxe]
e HA R ARE I 7t AR oRg et vl g s, 10 Aol Hisile diRl 2] A9
itk ThE mepao] Ax|e|Eke} upz kA 2 S8 3ol $HEsi(MER DE COREE)E 7]8Hict

Louis Brion de la Tour, French royal geographer, is famous for his atlases, but little is known about

his life. He specifically produced this map for educating people about Asian geography. He also
produced maps for other parts of the world. Like other French royal geographers, he named the East

Sea “MER DE COREE.”
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The Empire of Japan divided into seven principal parts and subdivided into sixty-six kingdoms;
with the Kingdom of Corea, from Kempfer and the Portuguese
England, Robert Laurie and James Whittle, 1794, 73.0 x 54.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation

55O AALA E!

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION

52_ XI=0| LIEIL 5519t £5



IMPIRE or JAPAN

DIvipED INTO SEVEN PRINCIPAL PARTS

and Subdivided into Shty Six Eingdoms;
\, wih THE KINGDOM OF COREA, |

srom Kempfor and ihe Foruguese. |
.

2eloh FES G A% FVAE YT, o] Awe] Y& PR YPTTO| Ar=sh T2ED
0E Fstol AR Aolth, Telw g e gule] 2UYHARS

= -1

Aursol] dol ths A2 4
vieo® Faskgich, TE-S ARl o) $1910] FFYe] AFHHCOREAN SEA)R F13kck
Map printed and published by Robert Laurie and James Whittle in 1794. They mapped Japan based
on geographical information collected from Engelbert Kempfer and the Portuguese Jesuit missionaries,
while they used Royaume de Corée by J. B. B. D’Anville, French geographer, to map Korea. In their
Map of the Empire of Japan, they placed “COREAN SEA” in the middle of the East Sea.
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Shintei Bangkoku Zenzu
Japan, Takahashi Kageyasu, 1810, 199.0 x 114.0cm, Housed in the National Geographic Information Institute of Korea
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Map by Takahashi Kageyasu, Japanese cartographer and astronomer. He began to produce a world
map by the order of the Shogunate government in 1807 and submitted the map to the government in

1810. In the map, he gave the name “Sea of Joseon” to the sea to the east of the Korean peninsula,

while he gave the name “Great Japanese Sea” to the sea to the east of Japan.
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Touzai Chikyu Bangkoku Zenzu
Japan, Kurihara Nobuaki, 1848, 64.0 x 37.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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This map was produced by the Japanese cartographer Kurihara Nobuaki, based on French world
maps. In the maps, he divided the world into Western and Eastern hemispheres and assigned colors
to the continents and oceans of the world, such as orange for Asia. The Eastern hemisphere is
centered at Kyoto in Japan. The shape of Korea represented is different from what it looks like in
reality. In his map, he used “Sea of Korea” to name the sea between Korea and Japan, while he

named the Pacific Ocean the “Sea of Great Japan.”
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Map of Asia

Y

England, James Wyld, 1846, 76.0 x 59.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Asian Map by James Wyld, British royal geographer. Although “Sea of Japan” was used by several
cartographers in the 19th century, James Wyld adopted “GULF OF COREA” in naming the East Sea. A
gulf is a sea partly enclosed by land and the name is often used to refer to a body of water smaller

than a sea.

5L SIAL R EF

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION

East Sea and Dokdo in Old Maps__59



8 . e e
1' “’31» O(J--\ N

b L T

23
O}A|O}
A E= NUA 1725 0]Q)3|E Bt AR

Asia
England, John Senex, 1725, Housed in the U.S. Library of Congress
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Map created as a revision from the existing Asian map using the coordinate system observed by the
British and French Academy of Sciences. John Senex was a royal geographer during the reign of

Queen Anne of Great Britain (1702-1714). He adopted “THE EASTERN OR COREA SEA” to name the
East Sea.
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Asia
England, John Senex, 1725, Housed in the U.S. Library of Congress

iaonne %% O I'QEI' A I' KH El..

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION

62__ XSOl LIEH} St £



>

odo] SHA|efsA) At obilolel thal B A=E T3tk T HA10) A2 ARE Gt xe
of sstelolA] 4ste] AEg ARkt of AmelAlE oblolele] B Ee TH R HASIT
3l st allo} Hl(THE EASTERN OR COREA SEA)= 71519tk

oft

John Senex, royal geographer of England, produced many Asian maps based on the most up-to-date
geographical information collected by the British and French Academies of Sciences. In this map, he
also illustrates Asian customs. “THE EASTERN OR COREA SEA” is used to refer to the East Sea region.
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Robert de Vaugondy was a royal geographer and leading cartographer in France during the 1700s.
Unlike other cartographers, he named the sea adjacent to the Korean Peninsula “MER DE COREE,”
and the sea adjacent to Japan “MER DU JAPON.” Similar patterns of naming the East Sea were also
found in maps published by Robert Dudley in the 17th century and Jean-Baptiste Nolin in the early
18th century.
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Jacques Nicolas Bellin, a French royal hydrographer, produced this map to help travelers understand
Japanese history. Due to the lack of survey along the northern coast of Japan and the East Sea,
several mistakes were made in naming geographic features, including Oki Islands. He called the sea
in the south of Japan “MER DU JAPON,” while he named the Korea Strait “MER DE COREE”.
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Map of Japan and its adjacent region by Hashimoto Kyokuransai, a Japanese artist and cartographer.
In this map produced with Japanese government permission, he placed “Sea of Joseon” along the east

coast of the Korean peninsula and “West Sea of Japan” at the west coast of Japan. This indicates that

the name “Sea of Japan” was not established yet in Japan by the end of the 19th century.

fllﬂmnmﬂ
ST S EOL A E!
s o East Sea and Dokdo in Old Maps__69

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



5T SEOIAMNEr

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



5T 5 EOIAANE!

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION




O o ubtell 91108 £ wmet Bt %*1 o19je] B n|5sto] ofe] Ao 45 SHI,
olIEt AR Aot Mol A AR HAEAHE SAH, 5] S Alche} ool wet o)
chessiet,

SRURloIAL To] SEE $AME AHBE FE AR Som B5ic 73 QRe) IR &
7} upAluNE ), CAAENTE) S0.2 7€) Ik ShE Aoke] MAEGIAIE Tehian-chan-tao,
Liancourt Rocks, Hornet Rocks, Menelai®} Olivutsa 5-2] 3] 0 2 YePdty

e A Eol A FES A A, YRS Arw EEE fEYor AAHks ol ot 1905
7] ARoA Ate tee] SRR mol Swr} G o A 91, EE Bt Fhbel Fo
ok o g AlEl] gk, 23 RAE, AnEAE, SHAE Solas SEE M| dEold A2
shatrh,

A, AGAAE = Fer) i o= SRtk Folut, o] AR e} o] 1841 7]of A&t

3 AT, ZALAE 1857 BlAlo} it L2 to] ARt 2AESokE, 181 19041 Tk
TAEAR Ao A AJRRSE A o] efsi),

52O} Y ALY EX

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION

72__ DX|Eof| LIEH S5t £



I he two islands located in the East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo, were frequently reckoned
as Korean territory in many Korean historical documents and maps, including Paldochongdo. The

same is true of old Japanese and European maps.

Dokdo has had various names in history. Here in Korea, Dokdo was called Usando, Sambongdo,
Gajido, or Seokdo, while old Japanese maps referred to it as Matsushima or Takeshima. Old
European maps, meanwhile, labeled Dokdo as Tchian-chan-tao, Liancourt Rocks, Hornet Rocks,

Menelai, or Olivutsa.

There are two points worth noting in the old maps with regard to Dokdo. First, Japan regarded
Dokdo as a Korean territory in their old maps. For instance, the majority of Japanese maps
published prior to 1905 show Dokdo to be a Korean territory and painted it in the same color as
the Korean peninsula. At the same time, Dokdo was completely excluded in such Japanese maps

as the Complete Map of Japan, Shimane Prefecture Map, and Map of Oki Islands.

Second, Dokdo appeared as a Korean island in many old European maps. Both the 18th century
French Map of China and the Korean Kingdom, produced by royal geographer D’Anville, as well
as the Nautical Chart of the Korean East Coast, published in 1857 by the Russian Navy
Hydrographic Service, indicated Dokdo as a Korean territory. Another map produced by the
French Army Map Service in 1904, a Map of Gangneung, also included Dokdo within the

boundaries of Korea.
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Cheonhba Yeojido
Korea, Author unknown, early 17th century, 190 x 180cm, Housed in the Bibliotheque Nationale de France
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During Byeongin yangyo (the French invasion into Ganghwa Island) in 18606, the French navy stole
this map, which had been housed in the Gyujanggak (Royal Library) Annex on the island. The map is

currently kept in the National Library of France. In this map, Dokdo is located to the west of

Ulleungdo.
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Map of China by Jean Baptiste Bourguignon D’Anville, French royal geographer. This map was
produced based on Hwangyeo Jeollamdo. Toponyms followed native pronunciations, such as KAOLI,
COREE, and TCHAO-SIEN for Korea. Thus Dokdo was indicated as Tchiang-chan-tao, the native

Chinese pronunciation of Cheonsando, based on Usando, the name for Dokdo in those days.
However, the “U” in Usando was misread as “Cheon.”
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Korean Map by Jean Baptiste Bourguignon D’Anville, French royal geographer. This map records the
place names according to Chinese pronunciation, for example Fan-ling-tao for Ulleungdo and Tchian-
chan-tao for Dokdo. The Chinese pronunciation of Cheonsando was based on Usando, the name of

Dokdo in those days, but the “U” in Usando was misread as “Cheon.” It is clear that Dokdo, located

close to the Korean peninsula, was at this time designated as Korean territory.
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50.5x 72.5cm, Private Collection i
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This map is one of five maps included in the Sangoku Tsuran Zusetsu published by Hayashi Shihei in
1785. Different colors were assigned to distinguish between countries: orange for Joseon and green

for Japan. He colored Ulleungdo and Dokdo orange and made clear Korea’s possession of both

Ulleungdo and Dokdo with a note, “Possessed by Joseon,” next to the islands.
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Nihon Henkai Ryakuzu
Japan, Takahashi Kageyasu, 1809, 24.0 x 35.1cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Takahashi Kageyasu, Japanese cartographer and astronomer, produced this map by the order of the
Shogunate government before he began to produce the world map, Shintei Bangkoku Zenzu. In the
map, he named the East Sea the “Sea of Joseon” and placed Ulleungdo and Dokdo next to the

Wonsan Bay. This map was an official map of the Japanese government, indicating that Japan

acknowledged that Dokdo was part of Korea.
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Kim Daegeon, the first Korean-born Catholic priest, produced this Korean map in Latin for foreign
missionaries. De Montigny, the then French consul in Beijing, introduced this map to the West,
helping Korea to be better known and understood. In the map, Kim Daegeun named Ulleungdo as

“Oulengto” and Dokdo as “Ousan.”
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Gangwondo
Korea, Author unknown, Middle 19th century, 43.0 x 31.2cm, Housed in the National Library of Korea
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Map of Gangwon Province included in the color manuscript copy of Haedong jeondo. This map falls
into the category of Paldo bundo (Maps of the Entire Eight Provinces) by Jeong Sanggi and depicts
topographic details like mountains, rivers, and roads. By locating Ulleungdo to the southeast of
Gangwon Province and Dokdo to the east of Ulleungdo, this map declared that both islands belonged

to Gangwon Province.
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Map of Joseon’s Eastern Seashore
Russia, Russian Navy Hydrographic Service, 1857,
63.0X94.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History

Foundation
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Pallada, a Russian naval vessel, meticulously surveyed the east coast of the Korean peninsula in 1854.
Based on the survey, the Russian Navy Hydrographic Service produced the Map of joseon’s Eastern
Seashore in 1857. Besides Ulleungdo, this map first disclosed two main islands of Dokdo and named

the Islands in Russian: Seodo (West Island) was called Olibutsa and Dongdo (East Island) Menelai.

This clearly indicates that Russia acknowledged Dokdo as an indispensable part of Korea’s territory.
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Chosenkokuzu
Japan, Mori Husai, 1863, 26.5 x 31.5cm, Private Collection
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This map was contained in a Japanese encyclopedia, Edo Obosetsu Yokai Daikura, first published in
1704 and revised in 1863. The author named “Ulleung” as “Jakleung” and “Usando” (Dokdo) as

“Jasando.” This encyclopedia included information commonly accepted in Japan in those days and

evidences that Japan undeniably acknowledged Dokdo as part of Korean territory.
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Isotakeshima Ryakuzu
Japan,Department of the Interior of Japan, 1877, 38.0 X58.0cm, Housed in the National Archives of Japan
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The Department of the Interior of Japan submitted a question to the Dajokan (The Great Council of
State) about the inclusion of Ulleungdo and another island (Songdo) in the Japanese National Land
Registry in March 1877. The Dajokan replied with a formal letter stating that Japan had no relationship
with either island. As such, Japan acknowledged that prior to 1905, it did not possess Dokdo.
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Dainibon Zenzu
Japan, Military Affairs Bureau, 1877, 123 x 115cm, Private Collection
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Japan began to produce complete maps of Japan, Joseon, and China in the Meiji era. This map was
the first among these maps. At that time, the Japanese Military Affairs Bureau portrayed its entire

territory, but Dokdo was not included in this map. This map counters Japan’s argument that it

controlled Dokdo as its territory.
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Oki Chizu on a scale of 1:200,000
Japan, Land Survey Board, 1889, 59.2 X 42.0cm, Private Collection
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The three maps above include a /list of maps of Japan on a scale of 1:200,000, an explanatory note to

the map, and the Oki Chizu on a scale of 1:200,000. Given the fact that Dokdo was excluded in the
Oki Chizu on a scale of 1:200,000, it is clear that the Japanese government did not consider Dokdo to

be part of its territory.
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Kang Neung
France, French Army Map Service, 1904, 68.9 x 54.6cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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The French Army Map Service, the predecessor to the Institut Géographique National (IGN), France,
produced maps of Asia for military and commercial purposes in 1898. Using accumulated data, the
French Army Map Service published a map of Gangneung along with maps of Seoul and Jeju in
Korea and Vladivostok in Russia. All toponyms commonly used in the West (Russia, France, and
England) to indicate Dokdo in those days, such as Scala Olioutsa, Scala Manelai, Rockes Liancourt,

and Ile Hornet, were listed in the map.
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Shimaneken Zenzu
Japan, Ando Rikinosuke, 1929, 54.0 X 40.0cm, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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This map is one of 56 Local Maps of Japan on a scale of 1:400,000. It was first published in Tokyo in
1908, then revised in 1929. In the map, Matsue, the capital city of Shimane Prefecture, the milestones
of the Prefecture and Oki Islands were included as insets. However, not a sign of Dokdo appears in

this map, although the Prefectural government illegally incorporated Dokdo into the Shimane

Prefecture in 1905.
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Dokdo as seen from Saegakdan, Sadong, Ulleungdo
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Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Sadong, Ulleungdo
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