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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Changes in the Perception and
Description of Korean History in Chinese History
Textbooks: Before and After the “Northeast Project”

Woo Sungmin

Twenty years have passed since China officially implemented the
“Northeast Project.” This study revisits the correlations between the
Northeast Project and Chinese history textbooks, the changes in the
description and perception of Korean history in the textbooks after the
Northeast Project, their impact and implications on Korea-China
relations.

According to “Changes in the description of Koguryo in Chinese
history textbooks,” written by Ma Dazheng who led the Northeast
Project, the revision of history textbook was presupposed and prepared
on a national scale since even before the official launch of the project.
This can serve as an important clue to reveal China’s intention to
incorporating the historical perception of the “Northeast Project” into
Chinese history textbooks.

This study, based upon such awareness, discusses the descriptions

about Gojoseon, Koguryo, Balhae, modern Korea-China relations, and
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the Korean War.

This article also touches upon the changes in the description of the
“Great Wall” which has the same context as the project’s historical
perception, although it is not part of the agenda of the Northeast
Project. Furthermore, some descriptions of Goryeo and Joseon have
also been included in the scope of this study in order to discuss the
premodern and modern history diachronically.

The “unified multi-ethnic nation theory,” which is the key of the
“Northeast Project” was applied to China’s history education, starting
from the curriculum of 1980 to abbreviate the description of Koguryo
and omit Sui and Tang’s war against Koguryo. Balhae history was
incorporated into Chinese history even earlier, starting from the 1963
curriculum. The Chinese curriculum in the 1980 educational program
began stating that Balhae had been a local government located within
the border of China. The historical perception of the Northeast Project
can also be observed in the description of Gojoseon. The history
textbooks see the Han period when the Four Commanderies of Han
were installed as the key period to describe Gojoseon from the Chinese
point of view. The textbooks emphasize that Wiman Joseon was
founded while many Chinese people were seeking asylum from the
political turmoil during the Warring States, Jin and Han periods.

The description of the Imjin War stresses the relationship between
Joseon and China, represented by the idiom, “without the lips, the teeth
feel the cold.” When it comes to the modern history, many textbooks
do not mention Article 1 of the Shimonoseki Treaty which stipulates the
independence of Joseon as part of their description about the Sino-

Japanese War.
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Attention should be paid to the fact that the textbooks reflect
China’s historical perception regarding the subordinate relationship
between the Korean Peninsula and China. In the same context, the
textbooks justify China’s participation in the Korean War from China’s
point of view by stating that the United States invaded the Korean
Peninsula and started the Korean War, and North Korea requested
China to enter the war.

Chinese history textbooks published in 1982 used the map of the
Great Wall from the Ming Dynasty which marks the Amnok River as the
eastern end of the Great Wall.

The descriptions of different historical issues between Korea and
China show that Chinese history textbooks were already reflecting the
historical perception of the Northeast Project even before its
implementation.

As Korea-China relations were aggravated due to the controversies
surrounding the Northeast Project, the descriptions about Koguryo in the
Chinese textbooks have been abbreviated or removed to avoid conflict
over sensitive issues in consideration of the oral agreement on five items
regarding the distortion of Koguryo history. However, the historical
perception of the Northeast Project still persists in the textbooks.

Descriptions of not only Koguryo but also the premodern history of
Korea have mostly gone and the information about Korea’s modern
and contemporary history has also been reduced to a great extent. The
explanation about the Sino-Japanese War has been minimized as well.
The textbooks no longer discuss the Righteous Army War and the
March First Independence Movement, which used to be taught as part

of the world modern history.
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China is expanding the Sino-centric view of history that puts
forward the Chinese civilization centered around the Han Chinese
while maintaining the perspective of cultural diffusionism where the
Chinese civilization holds a dominant position and thus marginalizing
the history of non-Western and small nations.

In late 2011 when ten years had passed since the implementation of
the Northeast Project, the Chinese government was concerned about
some movement that challenged its state-centric historical perception
with the continuous reform and opening of the country and
consequently began to emphasize history education as part of patriotic
political education.

Xi Jinping who came to power during the 18th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) in November 2012 requested the
establishment of a national textbook committee, arguing that the
publication of textbooks falls within the scope of government authority.

This was because territorial and historical issues in East Asia were
intensifying in conjunction with postsocialism, conflict with minority
groups, the gap between the rich and poor, and changes in the
international order.

In 2017, when Xi Jinping started his second term, National Textbook
Committee was established for the first time since the foundation of the
People’s Republic of China and China officially announced its plan to
standardize history textbooks for middle school education.

The new edition of Chinese history textbooks strongly reflect the
territorialist view of history, the unified multi-ethnic nation theory, One
Belt One Road Policy, and other guidelines defined by the leadership of
the CPC.
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Their description about Korean history, including Koguryo and
Balhae, still presents issues associated with the historical view of the
“Northeast Project.” In particular, the textbooks define the East Asian
system as a “tributary system” and describe Joseon as a subordinate of
China.

The description about “anti-America and pro-Joseon” efforts,
meaning the Korean War, is an important tool to maintain the socialist
system of China, being used to put emphasis on strong patriotism and
revolutionary heroism. It shows that the country is utilizing its own
story about the Korean War as a stimulant to urge Chinese people to
stand in solidarity while its conflict with the US is intensifying.

It is predicted that the Korean War will gain more importance as a
tool to encourage anti-US sentiment as the two countries’ strategic
competition aggravates further.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of diplomatic ties between
Korea and China, but the two states’ relationship is in a worse shape
than what we had 10 and 20 years earlier.

China’s view of history, demonstrated by the Northeast Project, is
bluntly reflected in the Chinese history textbooks, contributing to the
continuation and intensification of the historical conflict between the
two nations.

Now, therefore, is the time for scholars in and outside of Korea to
study, interact, and discuss with one another to find solutions to the
issues surrounding the description and perception of Korean history in

Chinese history textbooks.

Keywords: Northeast Project, China, history textbooks, description of Korean
history, changes in history education, Korea-China relations
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ABSTRACT

Chinese Academia’s Conception of Pre-Modern
Zhongfan and Border Areas

Son Sungwook

The “final” result of the Northeast Project came out in 2021. Although
the Northeast Project ended in 2007, the publication of Zhao Shuren’s
Suzerainty and Border Issues: A Study of China-Korea Relations in
Ancient Times (i ACrp ] oy B o7 BiL b ] g SR8 S0 198D, scheduled to
be published in 2006, was postponed in consideration of Korea-China
relations and was published only in 2021. As is well known, the
Northeast Project was promoted to strengthen the “theory of the
unificatory multi-ethnic state,” solidify national integration and territorial
integration, promote stability in border regions, and create a response
logic to internal and external threats, and border area issues include
relations with neighboring countries. Worth noting about Suzeranity
and Border Issues: A Study of China-Korea Relations in Ancient Times
is that the pre-modern Korea-China relationship is viewed as “zhongfan

(o2 %E),” which was not a mainstream concept at the time of the
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Northeast Project. Despite criticisms, it is noteworthy that “zhongfan” is
being actively discussed in recent years as a framework for explaining
pre-modern China’s external relations and a standpoint for recognizing
the border area. In particular, since the “zhongfan relationship” is more
hierarchical than tributary relations, the discussion is drawing attention
in connection with China’s current foreign policy. However, views in
Chinese academia are not uniform. There are many different voices,
and a group of scholars, including Song, Nianshen, stresses that “border
area” is not a concept that corresponds to a single “center,” and
emphasizes the fluidity of the border area in history where there was
close interaction of between border areas, complexity between border
areas and the external world. This article outlines the discussion of the
theory of foreign relations in pre-modern China starting from the “final”
result of the Northeast Project to “zhongfan,” and seeks the possibility
of constructive discussion in the Korean-Chinese academic community
through various discussions on the border area in China, which are

different from discussions centered on the “Northeast Project.”

Keywords: Zhongfan; Border Areas; Northeast Project; Suzerainty and Border
Issues: A Study of China-Korea Relations in Ancient Times
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ABSTRACT

Chinese Academics Perception of Goryeo’s
Succession to Koguryeo and Goryeo-Liao’s
‘Zongfan’ Relations

Lee Seungmin

Goryeo’s succeeding to Koguryeo has been considered as a natural
premise in the world of Korean history. Although there was no specific
and detailed demonstration about this matter, it was understood that
the country name Goryeo indicated the fact, and was thought that the
structure of Shilla-Later Baekje - Goryeo(Later Koguryeo-Taebong) after
the Later Three Kingdoms was on the extension line of ancient Three
Kingdoms. Therefore, Goryeo’s succeeding to Koguryeo was understood
to be naturally revealed in the process of establishment and unification,
northern territory expansion, and the revival movement of Koguryeo
rather than the subject for complicated arguments.

Around 2000s, the academic world of China aggressively proceeded
with studies to incorporate Koguryeo into the history of China through

‘the Northeast Project’, and thus, there were many studies that criticize
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Goryeo and Goryeo’s succeeding to Koguryeo. One of logical
contradictions of the claim that Koguryeo was a local regime of China
is the existence of ‘Goryeo’. Furthermore, there was a need for
explanation that the heritage after the fall of Koguryeo belonged to
China instead of Goryeo.

Recently, this is switched to an new theory about Goryeo’s
succeeding to Koguryeo and Suzerain-vassal relations. The theory
emphasizes the history from Gija Joseon to Koguryeo and Balhae, and
positions Liao Dynasty as the territorial successor of Balhae, and
furthermore as the successor of history.

However, there’s still logical-historical limitation in structuralizing
Song, Liao and Goryeo as ‘Suzerain-vassal relations’. That’s because the
Tributary Appointment relationship between Goryeo and Liao should
be explained while the traditional Chinese ‘historical identity’ of Song,
which is the Han race dynasty, should be highly appraised. In the
process, How Liao accepted and institutionalized the Confucian culture
is investigated, and research with tendency of emphasizing the
historical meaning of Liao Dynasty as the successor of China is done.
Nevertheless, it seems that there will be continuous efforts to include
the history after Koguryeo in that of China. For this, the academic world
of Korea should discover research subjects about the relation between
Goryeo and Lio, and Goryeo’s historical awareness as the most effective
and definite countermeasure, and should continue researching history
by proving through logical theories and historical materials while

seeking new methodology.

Keywords: Goryeo, Koguryeo, Khitan, Liao, Succession, Seo-hui, Zongfan
relation, Northeast Project
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ABSTRACT

China’s ‘Changbai Mountain Cultural Theory’” and
Occupying of Baekdu Mountain

Moon Sangmyeoung

After reform and opening up, China recognized the importance of
culture in terms of economic construction, The Northeast region paid
attention to the history and culture of Mt, Baekdu, From the late
1980s, research began in earnest by collecting and organizing
documents related to Mt, Baekdu, ‘Changbai Mountain Culture’ was
defined as a complex culture of pluralism with the Korean culture as
the main body. It has compiled archaeological, ethnic, folklore, and
literature related to Mt. Baekdu, and has been active by organizing the
‘Changbai Mountain Cultural Research Society of Jilin Province’,
Along with the establishment of such a logical system, the tourism of
Mt. Baekdu and the promotion of the local economy are progressing
simultaneously., However, the development of ‘Changbai Mountain
Cultural Theory that distorts the history and culture of Mt, Baekdu,

which the people of the northeast region and the Korean people have
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shared together, should be avoided,

Keywords: Baekdu Mountain, Changbai Mountain Culture Theory, Changbai
Mountain Cultural Research Society, Jilin Province, Balhae, Changbai Mountain
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ABSTRACT

The Public’s Perception of Gaya through SNS
Records: Focusing on Text Network Analysis

Jeong Sunhwa

This article identified the process of changing the public’s perception of
Gaya-related history on SNS through the frequency of keyword
appearance and network structure. Representative keywords that have
entered the top ranks of the 2nd period in relation to “Gayasa” over the

» o«

past 23 years include “Japanese Clerk,” “Imnail Headquarters,” and
“Imnail Headquarters.” In order to examine the factors of change in
Gaya’s perception, the Japanese clerk’ was analyzed at 2nd period. In
the second period, there was the Park Geun Hye government launched
in 2013 and the Moon Jae In government launched in 2017. The strong
right-wing of the Shinzo Abe regime during the Park Geun Hyen
regime has made Japan’s relationship more rigid than ever. During the
Moon Jae Inn regime, the restoration of Gaya history was included in

the national agenda, and various works related to Gaya history were

promoted. This political situation is believed to have increased
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consumption of certain keywords related to Japan.

In order to track the change in history at 2nd period, ‘history
recognition” was analyzed. In the second period, keywords related to
the Korean government and keywords indicating Korea-Japan relations
appeared more than three times more than in the first period. This is
believed to be closely related to the political issues of the two
governments that existed in the second period. Finally, the text of the
history textbook related to the formation of the people’s historical
perception was analyzed to examine the difference between the
public’s interest and the public’s interest consumed on SNS. However,
public attention is not focused on Gaya’s history, but it is strongly
opposed to the fact that Japan is distorting the national identity created
by Korean history education. The reason why Japan cannot accept the
word itself that it dominates Gaya with the “Imna-il Headquarters” is
that it received education from underdeveloped countries through
history education and developed Gaya. History textbooks and public
history consumption are not inconsistent, but ethnic-centered history
education reacts sensitively to political issues at 2nd period and creates

national identity through SNS.

Keywords: SNS, Text Network, History Recognition, History Consumption,
History Textbook
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ABSTRACT

Bidowén( ) Related to “Becoming a Strong
Country Again(*f 55" in King Muryeong'’s
Period and “Great General Yeongdong(%& i A )"

Park Chanu

In this paper, the diplomatic relations between Baekje and Lidang(#%) in
the reign of King Mu-reyong(it%% 1) are examined centering on
bidowén written in 521. In 512, King Mu-reyong asked Liang for
advanced culture and human resources to improve the national system,
and in 521 asked Liang for Chinese novel titles to show off the
achievements of various domestic and foreign policies he had pursued
since winning the throne. King Mu-reyong requested Liing for his
Chinese novel titles with the aim of using the authority of Liang, which
was at its peak at the time, to raise Baekje’s international status.

The bidowén sent to Lidng in 521 was a statement of Baekje’s
prosperity and status as a powerful country during the King Mu-ryong
period. The bidowén stated that the period before King Mu-ryong’s

accession to the throne was a period of decline due to Goguryeo’s

296 | %%O}Oﬂk}lfii 79,6,(099913 199)
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invasion, and that the period after that was a period of power by
defeating Goguryeo. The most important argument in the bidowén is
that Baekje defeated Goguryeo and eventually became the largest
eastern power in the world centered on Lidng. These claims were
somewhat exaggerated, but based on internal and external achieve-
ments actually achieved in the reign of King Mu-reyong. In the end,
King Mu-ryong was unusually awarded “Great General Tranquilizing
the East(# ¥ i HE)” from Lidng, which is a higher grade than the
Goguryeo king, and was able to advertise it both internationally and
internationally. This “Great General Tranquilizing the East” was the
result of Lidng’s recognition of Baekje as the largest eastern power as

described in the bidowén.

Keywords: Baekje, King Muryeong, Becoming a Strong Country Again(FE £5&
), Great General Yeongdong(ZER A#5E), Bidowén (&)
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ABSTRACT

Maritime Management in the Song Dynasty
Period and the ‘Theory of Song Merchants
Goryeo Naturalization’

Lee Jinhan

In a recent book, a record about ‘Goryeo merchants’ was found in the
material of the Song Dynasty period, and a new view indicating that
Goryeo sea merchants (5 FE i H) were active while visiting China even
when Song merchants were active was presented. In addition, the
author assumed the naturalization of the Song dynasty’s shipowners
termed Dogang (Afiffd; i, head of a merchant group) in order to
prepare a rationale that enabled the activities of the Goryeo sea
merchants. In order to solve the problem of the trade situation at the
time that Goryeo merchants could not cross the Yellow Sea and trade
in Song because the levels of shipbuilding and navigation skills of
Goryeo were low at that time, the author argued that Song Dou gangs,
ship owners, became naturalized in Goryeo to change their nationality

and go to Song to trade as Goryeo merchants.

330 | FHolieE 793(9999;3 129
g5 S=OIAAME

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



This paper examined whether the author’s argument as such
coincides with the maritime management situation in the Song dynasty
period. In the Song dynasty period, regulations were stipulated that all
sea merchants who would go abroad to carry on trade should come
back without fail and those who would not observe the regulations
should be punished. Since Song merchants, who were engaged in
foreign trade, had to faithfully follow the maritime trade regulations set
by the state, their foreign naturalization was impossible in principle.
Moreover, a person who became Dogang as a ship owner could not go
to Goryeo, which was paying tributes to the Khitan (Liao Dynasty), a
country hostile to the Song Dynasty, to carry on trade, become
naturalized, and return home. If such a thing happened even once
under the Song Dynasty maritime management regulations and
operating system, the Song merchant’s trade would be immediately
halted.

It is a well-known fact that during the Song dynasty period, many
Song merchants traded in Southeast Asia including Goryeo and Japan,
and some Song merchants became naturalized and engaged in local
trade. However, in reality, it was done through the expedient method of
falsely reporting that they had deceased to their home country after
naturalization in order to increase trade efficiency. Behind it was the
Song government, which did not actively investigate it and turned a
blind eye for the convenience of the sea merchants, who were

contributing significantly to its finance.

Keywords: Goryeo Dynasty, Song Dynasty, Song Merchant, Dogang(#R#; iz,
head of a merchant group), Maritime Management, Goryeo Naturalization’
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ABSTRACT

A Brief Consideration on the Stirrups
of Liao and Jin Dynasty

Kim Younggil

This study noted that the culture of burying harnesses in tombs that
disappeared after the Three Kingdoms period in the central and
southern parts of the Korean Peninsula still persisted in northeastern
China, Therefore, we tried a short review of the stirrup that can be
compared and analyzed.,

There is a difference in that it was mainly found in tomb ruins in
Liao and architectural ruins in Jin. The material is mostly iron. However,
in Liao, cases made of better materials are also confirmed. In terms of
shape, stirrups with short handles, ring-shaped stirrups, and stirrups
without handles were identified. Stirrups with short handles can be
classified into those with patterns on the floor and those without
patterns. In Liao, there are many stirrups with short handles, and in Jin

Dynasty, there are many stirrups without handles.
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Next, it was compared with Balhae, Balhae cultural Area, Unified
Silla, Tang, and Goryeo. In Balhae and Balhae cultural areas, there are
many iron materials, and most of them were found in tomb ruins. In
terms of form, stirrups with short handles and ring-shaped stirrups
were found, which has something in common with that of the Liao.
However, stirrups with short handles in Balhae does not have a
perforated decoration on the floor. And the difference is confirmed that
a different type of stirrup, called a long-handled stirrup, was used.

In Unified Silla, Hodeung(stirrups seems like pocket), which were
not found in the Liao and Jin, were used, and no cases of tomb
discovery were confirmed. In the Tang Dynasty, it was found in tomb
ruins and general architectural remains, and various materials other
than iron were used. In terms of form, there is a common point in that
stirrups with short handles without decorations on the floor and ring-
shaped stirrups, were used.

There are no cases found in tombs in Goryeo, and iron and copper
are identified in terms of material, and it is noteworthy that they have
colorful decorations. In terms of form, all forms of the stirrups of Liao
and Jin were found, except for the ring-shaped ones, and in particular,
the same floor decorative patterns appeared.

Simply put, stirrups with short handles and ring-shaped stirrups
used in the Liao and Jin have been used since the Balhae period, and
new stirrups without handles appeared during the Liao and Jins were
used together. It is completely different from the Unified Silla of the
Korean Peninsula at that time. Among the forms mentioned above,
stirrups with short handle and a stirrups without handle appeared in

Goryeo on the Korean Peninsula. However, it is not found in tombs like
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the previous Unified Silla. But direct relevance could be found, such as

the same form and the same decoration on the floor.

Keywords: Liao, Jin, Balhae, Harness, Stirrups, Bit
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Zhou Fangyin, 2011, “Equilibrium Analysis of the Tributary System”, The

Chinese Journal of International Politics, Vol.4, pp. 147~178; Brantly

Womack, 2012, “Asymmetry and China's Tributary System”, The Chinese
Journal of International Politics, Vol. 5, pp. 37~54.
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ABSTRACT

The Development of Nation Discourse in Modern
Chinese History: Various Knowledge Bases and
Inner Tensions

Kim Seungwook

Throughout modern times, new types of polital systems have emerged
in China to replace Qing Empire. The Republic of China and the
People’s Republic of China were established with the aim of building a
nation-state. This paper examines the development of Chinese
nationalism as a series of trends and movements that led to the
formation of these states by dividing the period into the late Qing, the
transition stage from Qing to the Republic, the early Republic, and the
late Republic. Chinese intellectuals have absorbed a lot of Western
knowledge and thoughts while promoting changes in this system of the
states and governments. It can be said that it has enriched their
intellectual resources along with the knowledge system that has
continued in the existing state traditions. Among them, each group and

power has made various choices by competing and cooperating with
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each other according to their knowledge bases and political and
cultural orientations. The choices of subjects are ways in which
continuity is constructed while discontinuity showed in history. It is
important that we find various knowledge bases and inner tensions
within Chinese nationalism. It helps to gauge whether Chinese
nationalism will proceed in a friendly direction that can coexist and

cooperate with its neighbouring countries.

Keywords: China, nation, nationalism, state, history, national history, ethnic
group, political nationalism, cultural nationalism
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Negotiation Strategy
at the First North Korea-Japan Summit in 2002
and Political Costs

Yoon Kyeongmin

North Korea and Japan laid the foundation for normalization of
diplomatic relations through the Pyongyang Declaration, the outcome
of the September 2002 summit. Chairman Kim Jong-il, who was
looking for a way out of the economic crisis under the pressure of the
Bush administration, suddenly admitted and apologized for the
abduction issue, which DPRK had been consistently denying. Prime
Minister Koizui apologized for the colonial rule in the past and agreed
to early normalization negotiations on the premise of supporting
economic cooperation. Immediately after the summit, Prime Minister
Koizumi’s approval ratings rose sharply. He was highly commended for
obtaining an apology from North Korea’s top leader and a promise to
prevent a recurrence. It means that the output was higher than the

input negotiation cost, and there was no domestic political cost. On the
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other hand, North Korea paid a heavy negotiating cost after the summit.
The announcement of the death of eight abductees caused the
Japanese public’s anger to intensify and face a headwind.

Prior to the summit, Japan emphasized the need for parliamentary
ratification in order to pass the budget for economic aid to North
Korea. It was a so-called “win-set reduction strategy” to increase
negotiating power. Through the public declaration at home and abroad
that “there is no normalization of diplomatic relations without resolving
the abduction problem,” the tactic of “Tying-Hands” was consistently
used to induce concessions from the other party. North Korea also used
some strategies to reduce its own win-sets, but rather focused on
strategies to expand the win-sets of other countries such as
‘reverberation tactics’. After a long negotiating process, the two
countries set a milestone for improving relations according to the
decisions of the top leaders. However, as the abduction issue persisted
for a long time, the two nations were faced with a structural situation in
which negotiations on diplomatic ties did not progress. In the end, the
ruling LDP lost 10 seats in the House of Representatives elections held
a year and two months after the Pyongyang Declaration. Of course,
there are various factors that affect the election, but it can be inferred
that the domestic political costs will increase after the summit as the
abduction issue is not resolved.

Under the current circumstances, the greatest prerequisite for the
conclusion of negotiations on normalization of diplomatic relations
between North Korea and Japan is the resolution of the abduction
issue. However, if they insist on this, the negotiations will not be

concluded forever unless North Korea responds. Therefore, in order to
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achieve the goal of establishing diplomatic ties with North Korea, Japan
needs to move away from its strategy to reduce its winset and use
strategies to expand its winset, such as “redefining issues” and “cutting
slack”. In other words, it is necessary to put North Korea’s nuclear and
missile security threats on the top of the negotiations and put the
abduction issue to a later priority, but actively consider ways to

compensate the victims and their families on behalf of North Korea.

Keywords: North Korea-Japan, diplomatic negotiations, normalization of
diplomatic relations, negotiation costs, political costs, winset, two-level game
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