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ABSTRACT

The Administrative Division and Control of Islands in the Late Joseon Dynasty:
Focusing on the Islands Southwest of the Korean Peninsula

Um, Ki Suc
(Research Professor, Institute of Humanities, Chosun University)

During the Joseon Dynasty, the administrative policies toward the islandsoff
the southwestern coast of Korea varied by period. In the early Joseon period,
a policy to “vacate the islands’ was implemented in continuation of the policy
that had been in force during the late Goryeo period, while at the same time,
a number of ranches were established and operated to take advantage of the
natural environmental conditions of the islands. However, the government's
policy of vacating the islands was not very sustainable and effective. The
influx of people to the islands continued, and farmlands were continuously
reclaimed for their living. From the 17th century onwards, the economic
power of the islands was enhanced by the active management of garrison
farms on the islands by royal households and public offices. At the same time,
the islands saw an increasing number of people coming to live there. In
response, the government could no longer ignore the islands just because of
their remoteness and the difficulty of direct control by local governors.
Therefore, from the mid-18th century, discussions took place to control the
islands off the southwest coast under a single administrative unit called
seoreup (7%&). However, this idea was never realized because of the strong
presence of the royal households and the remoteness of the islands.
Nevertheless, the need for a separate administrative system for the islands
continued, and the “myeonri system(’[ﬁji%l])," which was the local governance
system at the time, was applied to the islands. The islands were organized in
various ways. Only large islands were governed by this system in the
Southwest Sea, while smaller islands were grouped together for administrative
control, Since it was difficult for the governor to visit the islands controlled by
the myeonri system, administrative control was attempted by using naval
villas. As a result, the islands were organized and governed at a similar level
to the mainland, and their residents also served as members of Joseon society.

Keywords
islands, administrative district, myeonri system ([iifi]), do-myeon (Eifi),
Hoguchongsu (P LI###0), Honamdoseo (#gE1), HGIS
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ABSTRACT

Examining the Background of the Compilation of Hacheon jiriji (geographical
book on rivers): A Comparison Li Daoyuan’s Shuijingzhu of China

Li, Hao
(Ph.D Candidate, Seoul National University)

This study analyzes the historical background in which the four editions of
the authors’ lives, publication process, and the distinctive contents of the four
geographical books produced in the late Joseon period. Finally, the paper
The challenging international environment of the 17th and 18th centuries
notably catalyzed a heightened national and regional consciousness among
the Joseon people, thereby fostering a surge in the popularity of research on
historical geography. Scholars actively contributed to the exploration and
understanding of border areas, mountainous regions, and coastal islands
during this period. Against this backdrop, many scholars employed
geographical documents and philological methods originating from China to
investigate various historical geography issues within Korea. The intricate
interplay of these historical factors ultimately culminated in the production of
four geographical books on rivers during the late Joseon Dynasty by scholars
such as Sin Gyeongjun, Yi Jonghwi, Seong Haeeung, and Jeong Yakyong.
These scholars shared close relationships, had collective experiences in
nationwide geography projects, and frequently engaged in scholarly
exchanges centered on classical Chinese writings. Some directly emulated Li
Daoyuan’s Shuijingzhu, resulting in variations among the geographical books
on rivers compiled in Joseon. These discrepancies can be attributed to
significant differences in the geographical environments of Korea and China,
as well as variations in the availability of reference materials during their
respective production periods. With the exception of Jeong Yakyong's
Daedongsugyeong, the other geographical books on rivers from the late
Joseon Dynasty underwent varying degrees of stylistic transformation under
the influence of Shuijingzhu, reflecting the unique intellectual endeavors and
academic aspirations of scholars during that era.

Keywords

late Joseon Dynasty, Hacheon jiriji (Gi))IIHEEEE), Sin Gyeongjun (Hi5H4), Yi
Jonghwi (35if#0), Seong Haeeung (5if##), Jeong Yakyong (i), China, Li
Daoyuan (E5E7T)
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ABSTRACT

The Island Names, “Takeshima” and “Matsushima,” in the Japanese Archipelago

Chung, Yeon Sik
(Honorary Professor, Seoul Women's University)

In the 16th and 17th centuries, Japan referred to Ulleungdo as Takeshima (74
%), and Dokdo as Matsushima (#85;). The general understanding is that
Ulleungdo was called Takeshima as the island was quite abundant in
bamboo. Dokdo, on the other hand, was called Matsushima, despite the
island’s lack of pine trees, while the Chinese characters & and 47" are
deemed auspicious when paired together.

However, it has recently been argued that the Chinese characters used in the
islands’” names, “/75(Jukdo)” and “#k(Songdo),” were read as Daeseom and
Solseom, which translate to “big island” and ‘small island” in old Korean. These
were the most common island names in Korea,

For any reason, if the Japanese also referred to big islands as Takeshima and
small islands as Matsushima, or if there was any case where an island named
Matsushima existed around Takeshima in the Japanese Archipelago, the
argument that it was Koreans who named the islands ‘Jukdo” and “Songdo” is
weak,

The Japanese Archipelago has 18 islands named Takeshima (#7&) and 70
islands named Matsushima (f25), but they do not show any tendency of
Takeshima being bigger islands with Matsushima being smaller islands. In
addition, there are only four Matsushima islands within a radius of 20 km
around 18 Takeshima islands, and they cannot be considered as pairs of
Takeshima and Matsushima. Therefore, Takeshima or Matsushima in the
Japanese Archipelago, is thought to have been named in connection with
bamboo and pine trees as per their meanings in Chinese characters. If so, it is
not reasonable to argue that the names, /il and “fAES, were given by the
Japanese.

Keywords
Ulleungdo (£ &), Dokdo (75), Takeshima (/7/), Matsushima (125),
Isotakeshima (F17:)
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ABSTRACT

The Understanding of the Yalu and Tumen Rivers in the 14th and 15th
Centuries in the Chinese History Academia

Park, Jung Min
(Associate Professor, Chonbuk National University)

This paper examines Zhongchao bianjieshi, published in 1993 by Yang
Zhaoquan (####4x). Based on the theory of the unified multi-nation state, Yang
argues that since the Liao(&), Jin(4), and Yuan(Jt) Dynasties were Chinese,
the northeast and northwest regions of the Korean Peninsula, including the
areas inhabited by the Jurchens such as the Yalu and Tumen River basins and
even Baedusan Mountain, could be considered part of the Ming(#) and Qing
(i) territory.

‘A Study on the Suzerainty Relations and the History of Frontiers Between
Ancient Korea and China” provides a clearer perspective of the Sino-Korean
border from the viewpoint of the Northeast Project, compared to Zhongchao
bianjieshi. Although Diao Shuren(-J#=) develops his arguments more
meticulously and provides numerous examples, his work shows problems
such as deviation from objective facts and arbitrary interpretations aimed at
realizing the Northeast Project. These discussions have also influenced young
scholars. Zhang Yadi(ZEf#) and Liu Yang(#1F%) do not deviate from the
perceptions of hongchao bianjieshi and “A Study on the Suzerainty Relations
and the History of Frontiers Between Ancient Korea and China” However, it is
noteworthy that the new scholars’ descriptions are slightly different from those
of Diao Shuren.

Keywords
Chinese academia, Northeast Project, early Joseon Dynasty, Tumen River,
Yalu River, Baekdusan Mountain, Jurchens, unified multi-nation state
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|, M|

}éﬁx—i X] HH (effective occupation, effective control, effective possession)"‘_f %Eﬂ*

AHEsk] vt A uj9- F93 i dow Eolxo] gl AEH A
Hljol] gt =0)= Uubd 0 2 1928 BukApalmas) A AR A A1
t}. o|e} Fdsie] Tk A ARA29] T SR AT B 3 (Max Huber)
7HAEA Xuje] 7idS sl W AIA, ofH T o[ UAE T
HE =Y AR/ gk St A7 |E = QT ofdl] o] ZolA= AE
2 Aal i e A S Al Bl o] 7HdS ] ofafetarat gt

i 4] GHddl B3 rl= YA Afo] o] EA4-21906'dd] A%}
Aok A7 FYol = ool =DslA] FZakAl, a2 1925'd 199
FulA A G434 EAE AAZAN AT PCA: Permanent Court of Arbitration)
of| 3|2 Feltal, Ui FHE T FA AT = SISt o]
AR o] JERAES FYATHE B7HE ek, I olfE =t
A A&4 - FINHo)al 2 YA e A5A Al 7|5 Al

* =2 E0: 2024.4.30, MAH 2R 2024.6.14. AR EFEY: 2024.6.14.
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S EHSH M6 ANE, 8%)
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UCHD FESIRAC [Island of Palmas case (Netherlands, USA), 4 April 1928, Reports on International Arbitral Awards, Vol-
ume I1L(0[3F, ‘1928 ZopA A AR, p. 837.] 1906 12 212, 0|=29| §F =a|7t oA Moj| LZ2t= 27|71 A
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1928'd EolA M AR M=, HSX X|uljo 25t oE

A7) ol ek
Brks 4 AR B39 8- o Theak 2k 3, o] A1)
+ Y& 5 2710 2 A Widiscovery)e] A9} T &S AF AT
o] ARASIA W] 23gle] Wrke: A Bwls o] e Tt
S}t o] 9} Fheisle] FAAALE WS P ASo] SrFgirhe 4
3% P97 e S, $7) 52 o) BAR Ik AL = Helsh]
] 52k % A @n inchoate title) O |2} SFAA] 194

718 Bes] EAE WARTH Abdo] g JEs] Bsle] | 5 girk
= 8 ISR B, o ARIOIAE 18417] F4 ol F FAAA A
A9 BB 878 Fgo] AR AT ke AT Brks Aol
vfe viRehe 29 39e) Alake 2 A4 ke gl sigiets
AR, o] Aol A= Hd =T} Tk A 9] BR1 A7 | sangt) AT Bt
Pl Tataver) Aol BEFE APk 4 Bt ol FAAL 34
91 R YALE Aok T 7= Qe A, FEl B FHS E
A% o e el Bk} 2 o1 2 eitalsick 1885 9
AL ojmalol R ERe AR U, AR 2 35S o] 99
Bl BAIS]% Bl vk Lok, ]9t e FHE ofzelz} 9] 8 A
ool 2851 S=rhar ShGLk? YA, o] AbAsI A A Al ol
= 5 AN o] B U2 THESILE o] ARl WL Bt
e Aglo]7]o) FelHR) 717k AEA Al F3) ALo] Swolol

3 David Hunter Miller, 1925, “Political Rights in the Arctic,” Foreign Affairs, Vol 4, Issue. 1, p. 56.

4 1928 TORA M AfZ1, p, 837.

5 1928 EOtA o AL ATRI2 16M|7| LS Soff 0 M2l FRAS SLZFCtD FESIAC
19283 ZHOtA A AHA, pp. 837, 839; Surya P. Sharma, 1997, Territorial Acquisition, Disputes and
International Law; Martinus Nijhoff, pp. 40~47.

6 1928 ZOtA A AR, p. 846,
7 192811 TORA M AL, p. 839,
8 19281 ZOtA 4 AR, p. 870,
9 1928 TOtA 4 AR, p. 868,
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Aok moke) Ao, g Ago] EARAT, BeE ol w2} s
47} B ol T3 Ro] AAHITH T A, Be] x|2o] 7 5
o3 A5 W}, = AFA sk 4 5 ks Aolch e ojz) g
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of Yo = 1 Exr} 5ukgly| il vldHErt Zuks A s A4
Ao FAL PARP ol AAH 0 F offgo] UJUTE? A=, TAA
T2 WD E=T ) ErpA Aol tigh F-re 1700 o7 E 2 7]
7F 2ol 27} A A B3 HEar)a A=)
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o T ST =9, FANA A WA AGAI8] FAstaat gt WA
AR 0 2 APl A =0l FE FH5 WA]o] FAUA Hwkz oz A
Estal, A& A Zulzt o] F orol| sfdel=A] AW E AL jit) o] 5 ¢
3 FE H5 Bl AaA AulE w1, 192813 FrkA A AR
A X719 AEA Au S 1870 22543 = 3R £
BHBulama) A AR} 1875 D} alokbelagoa) THARAS E8 1128 A
ojth, tha 0 = FwupA A AR 34 o] % i) A7]9] A& A AulE thE
19313 S8 H " Clipperton) 4 AR "7} 1933 F5 THZTE (Eastern
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10 192851 ZHORA A AR, p. 846,

11 ZotA & ARAOA] SIHRHEHEES 710 = AP} XIEA0]| 0 Halxo|ofof & &2t ofL|2f, “Z7HE!

0|0{0F StCh= R71S F7IGIRCE 1928 HOA M AL, pp. 838, 868.

12 192851 THOLA M AR, p. 840,

13 19281 ZHOLA A ALZA, pp. 868~869.

14 T2EASLHIAIT AO|0fM S2HE M HSF SH0| UMSISICE S2HE NS HA|T
T, 720 RE TRIAKCE BIA|T0) o 712t

Of2f Ix[ah A
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19284 ZHIIA M AR ME, MSX X|uljof 2kst TE

Greenland) A& 53] 0] do] T2 $AEIRUEA] T WA A
o] Q=] AR =S ST,

)

AT et ek T2y A m A At A =AY SREe] A
13 FE FHS ol s A2 b AT FiL LZE$-AHugo
Grotius)7} BESH A, 37H] GE= 2 ANTART A9 %og/\]gq
7)ol TRE)S-A9} 119 FARSL ALGARY HE o] T3t 2rpHe

7¥e] B FH5 Aol A8tk 2rbiol mE v A °§E %“4
= A8 A &2 FFA] A& (occupation of terra nullius), 73E-(subjugation,

conquest),18 %lf—(accretion),w A]E%*E,:‘(prescrtion),zu @'Oc}:(cession)zz.o_i :IAE*P»]

S

X
T
o Jo

15 Jg=E N ﬂ 0]l chish S &l 2 HInt== SA=THMAERHEA(PCI: Permanent Court of Interna-
tional Justice) 1%} X362 A|5SH0| [ |'E|' ZHEEE xes AEste 29 olof thet TS FotiCt.

PCIJSIE X KI36’< H58F2 ch3at ZCh “Declarations made under Article 36 of the Statute of the Per-
manent Court of International Justice and which are still in force shall be deemed, as between the
parties to the present Statute, to be acceptances of the compulsory jurisdiction of the International
Court of Justice for the period which they still have to run and in accordance with their terms.”

16 John Westlake, 1904, /nternational Law, Cambridge University Press, p. 102.
17 Lassa Oppenheim, 1905, /nternational Law—A Treatise, st edition, Longmans, Green & Co., p. 265.

18 F=0[2t RZX| FHAES Sl 0|F0iXI= F7+ 2t SE FISS 20[eiTt. Az, 2022, "=HEE,
21T, ASAL 10762,

19 MELC XIGIXIRS E5t YE = HIAO|C}H

o= o o= .
20 AZFS0[2h AlZtel Autofl et Bl YE| YRS FSsh= AS 2n[eict MEm AEFS 25 A
S X|HH7 7 Ect JeiLt ME tiee FFEX(Q HH, ASFS2| thee oy SE2 F2=7171 R

= EO|CL AEFS2| 4R, F5A| MEECH ASH X|H7} Of HASHH 2T =IUeH, AEFS0]| 2+
=l S| SIS 2= FeI=71e| 2010| 2 EUCE AEFHS2 2% FF0i| 7|Zo|Lt Z2i0] 4
0f ACi2t= A|Z2| Tibnt &S WallstX| otfsidenz, HMRIt JiAIE M Me|7t 27 =X| AUt &
iz, 2022, 22| =, 1055~1056%.
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Arkz YA - o]EA 0 F o] T2 B3I o, Family of Nations’
T =7 YE HE B2lol #eF FA] FAHE aw of Nations) SAFE2]
L AABHA| het 22 A SRS o] Tl 7] F& A
5SS Ao, AR SARE2 GE FH5 WA T A 7R
AIATE? A, AA Aol WE AT A EHE] FRL 253
Th2 Al a3 50] Y& S Aol sdeiA] =il B e 31,
HE7E =71 Q& WAl Esiths = AT 3 g Eo] Y&
A5 A6 A8 3P Fethal Be A= AATh 53, Aol A
FoHA e GES AU AR HSo0 2T GRS Y= A
2 A B ol o] FoiR7ell SAYe] H8-E 5 fle 5%
785l Eettal B Asf e ATk

< A =71 GE NG A Afato] AREAIAE =71 '
A5 2 Y FEO i FEFSTS s HAe ANrAE S
| &t i‘j}m =4 ol A8d o g Hlem =, o) SAEeNA
E S WAL I AA B3s wEtol Jok GA = 3 57b7)
e 3§/\]'°}** YE= TFR oz FH5H o ooz 7450

N

2

21 02, XS 2R St Z710| URTL EIZ o= 0|MEl= AS 20|SiCt w2tA S =7t 7Hof

f, HE wmEto| AME o|0|5HLC.(Abodul Ghafur Hamid, 2006, Public International Law: A Practical Approach,
Pearson Prentice Hall p. 112) 27 Z7tS2 SUX% HIAS Soll BES OXIGIRICT TJ2iLt AT X|Z0|
AHIZE 0| EIRS BEse Ao SRS SR 0l 2 MO HZS HeHozs 2
7h 2k eloi] 7|x5t Ao|RAoLt, fIEE FRO XILIX| LRACERIch, 2022, $I2] 2, 1058~1059%.) 12{LE 2
S PR T2 9IS A2 B RS IURS0[C)

== o LT

22 Lassa Oppenheim, 1905, op. cit., p. 266; Bardo Fassbender and Anne Peters, 2012, The Oxford
Handbook of the History of International Law, Oxford University Press, pp. 239~240.

23 Bardo Fassbender and Anne Peters, 2012, /bid., pp. 239~240.

24 ‘Family of Nations'= RE0 2IX[Et 7|50 27|15, & EY=2| FES 20[sIRACE ‘Law of Nations'
2 0| TEt=7HS0| Ho|H SH[-HES 2|0[SHt ‘Law of Nations'= S7152| 'O Hsk= 20| X&st
X2t 2t S220Ms SHE =2 HASINICE Lassa Oppenheim, 1905, op. cit., p. 265.

25 Lassa Oppenheim, 1905, /bid., p. 267.

26 Bardo Fassbender and Anne Peters, 2012, op. cit., pp. 239~240.

27 Lassa Oppenheim, 1905, op. cit., pp. 265, 267.
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UATE oE L& TE T FAE AL, FF-E Q1 ARt =
7P} L PER FAS AN Bl=e] WelE A AL A8kl Sl
A FH= AUt

A SR} 2PAL L AM3}Y wassa Oppenheim)©] A&7 FHATH -F=2fnter-
national Law-A Treatise); 1905'3%0)] W2, JA] FAH ] LT FA= =
71k Wb AR =7Rto] dEE HASE Uk =7 A S
Hol opd AR AT, ABT-L 5% recognition) S 2 ZH
Family of Nations’ 74 Z71o]z}, =AM FA7FE 4= AUtk 52
< W] Ho| of| WAS B3l o] FES HASATA = T3 Fsith
7fQlo]u} ¥elo] Family of Nations’ B ol Q= =71e] JEE 5
h= A% thEX] it oln] JEES HE3 /)2l i Helo] ZAY

o = HIE Q5= 7490l Family of Nations’ 7439 =712] <
NS ool Yrp?

19090l BEZHE P22 ZHandbook of Public International Law) 301141
= A ZAHAF OIAEHQE JEQ] 853 Yo m HFA] }‘\jxq zqi
A A S, DS AN B) FEE S i A
FEA] A o] A1 DA FHE W original modes of acquisition)]] 3 FEFCHA,
E}=e] YEE SASIE AlEHS, & J83 A8 SAA HE U
(derivative modes of acquisition) 22 F-FE| ATES o]= 27 A HAA A4

H GE FAS5 WA S Lsisit

YA FEO tel Frad dde ASE T = BAjol Bt =4 &
W3] o] FolR| = 7R H| o] opd B3] MRS Bl GE H50] 7t
selthe Aol Eraixich A3 9] thdl FHAlE EHw Y] dETTokd

28 Lassa Oppenheim, 1905, /bid., p. 266.
29 Lassa Oppenheim, 1905, /bid., pp. 263~265.

30 T. J. Lawrence, 1909, Handbook of Public International Law, 7th Edition, Macmillan and Co., pp.
49~54,

31 Zthz, 2022, A2 =, 10485,
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om, WA, B A7 o]F Thg: WAl o]l A T7he] WSlelr)E
SHATE Tk A AR B4 o) 20001 @ FREe] F7HE S mEH, A
a4 AalE u|sh= FEFHL AEA 0] 1 HslH Q) EA(continuous and
peaceful display of territorial sovereignty) 7} A3} A| &S RS0l A WAYsl=
FragH Ehe B2l AL Arks Aol o] Al7|E AL AT

32 T. J. Lawrence, 1909, op. cit., p. 50.

33 Lauri Malksoo, 2002, /llegal annexation and state continuity: the case of the incorporation of the
Baltic states by the USSR, Humboldt University Berlin, p. 30; Ilya Nuzov, 2016, “National Ratification
of an Internationally Wrongful Act: The Decision Validating Russia’s Incorporation of Crimea
Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation Decision of 19 March 2014, No. 6—P,” European
Constitutional Law Review, Vol. 12, Issue 2, p. 369; Juergen Bering, 2017, “The prohibition on
Annexation: Lessions from Crimea,” New York University Journal of International Law and Politics,
Vol. 49, Issue 3, p. 758; Christina Luo, 2019, “Creating Strangers in Their Own Land: Settlements as
De Facto Annexation in Palestine and Tibet,” Boston University International Law Journal, Vol. 37,
Issue 2, p. 418,

34 HoI, 1999, TS0t ROESHA|, TAS|HSH M34H K25, 213%.

35 T. J. Lawrence, 1909, ap. cit., p. 50.
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ek out A e Aulzt A3 e e 5 sl A Fejol= ok
Ak 55 2192 79 ARt 2fn)e] A=fo] o] FfA|A] ph=rhal di=
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Fold B AL Fo=, o] A Ak AaH Auj7t
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FH o] Ago] AT =A o B3 EA7} == A o]l thal FAt
AubA Rl A 0 7 ZHFH Q) =, A R &g ddo] FojEa,
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ABSTRACT

Effective Control Before and After the 1928 Island of Palmas Arbitration

Lee, Seo Hee
(Senior Researcher, Korea Maritime Institute)

Effective control, the most potent standard for determining territorial
sovereignty in the modern era, was first articulated in the landmark 1928
Island of Palmas case. The case, widely recognized as establishing modern
territorial law, defined effective control as ‘the continuous, public and peaceful
display of territorial sovereignty.”

Through international debate and scholarly analysis, this study meticulously
traces the origins of the concept of effective control before the 1928 Island of
Palmas Arbitration by examining the Island of Bulama Arbitration, Delagoa
Bay Arbitration, and vividly describes its dynamic evolution in the modern
era. The findings reveal that effective control, long associated with the
occupation of terra nullius, was a legitimate source of territorial sovereignty.
The study also highlights the shift in the understanding of effective control,
which traditionally followed discovery, occupation of terra nullius, and
notification. However, the absence of any of these elements did not eliminate
the possibility of effective control serving as the basis for a claim.

From the mid-to-late 19th century onward, effective control—as embodied in
the actual exercise of state power—became a crucial foundation for
sovereignty. Since the 1928 Island of Palmas case, the level of effective
control mandated by international tribunals in cases such as the Clipperton
Island arbitration and Eastern Greenland case has been minimal, allowing for
the consideration of exceptional circumstances. Nevertheless, effective control
has evolved into a significant criterion for territorial acquisition, underscoring
its relevance and importance in modern territorial law.

Keywords

Effective control, The Island of Palmas Arbitration, The Island of Bulama
Arbitration, Delagoa Bay Arbitration, Clipperton Island Arbitration, Eastern
Greenland Case
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ABSTRACT

The Peace Line vs, The Syngman Rhee Line: An Analysis of Japan’s Non—
Recognition Discourse of the Peace Line

Oh, Seung Hee
(Research Professor, Seoul National University)

This paper aims to analyze the discourse surrounding the non-recognition of
the ‘Peace Line, which the Japanese government refers to as the ‘Syngman
Rhee Line.’ Japan has consistently disregarded the Peace Line, viewing it as a
unilateral declaration, a violation of international law, and a source of harm to
Japanese fishermen and vessels. Moreover, Japan has dismissed the
significance of Korea's proclaimed sovereignty and the evolution of
international law. Although the Peace Line was officially terminated with the
normalization of diplomatic relations between Korea and Japan in 1965, its
significance has been remained meaningful. The Peace Line established a
political arena for consensus on international maritime law and norms, served
as a negotiating tool in Korean-Japanese agreements, and played a crucial
role in discussions between the two countries on fishing zones and maritime
demarcations. As international maritime norms are created, changed, and
established, states interpret them in their favor and introduce their own laws
to assert their territorial and sovereign rights. This study identifies the
mechanisms of the struggles between South Korea and Japan over maritime
boundaries and territorial issues, and examines the political interests and the
politics of interpretations that shape and change international law and norms,
which are utilized as grounds for (non)recognition.

Keywords
Peace Line, Syngman Rhee Line, maritime delimitation, non-recognition, Dokdo
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ABSTRACT

Japan’s Perception of “Peace Line” from a Geopolitical Perspective

Suk, Ju Hee
(Research Fellow, Northeast Asian History Foundation)

The end of World War II suggested that geopolitics was no longer exclusive to
great powers. Despite being a very confusing period, President Syngman Rhee
released the President’s Declaration on the Sovereignty of the Nearby Oceans
of the Republic of Korea on January 18, 1952. The Peace Line, which was
formed in an unforeseen and chaotic situation, later became a ‘critical
junction” for protecting Dokdo’s sovereignty. Existing studies have focused on
the background and preparation process of the declaration of the Peace Line,
mainly domestic politics, Korea-Japan relations, and fishing. Although the
Peace Line has significant strategic values in terms of geopolitics, fishing, and
sovereignty over Dokdo, few studies have dealt with this issue from a
geopolitical perspective,

This paper aims to examine Japan's perceptions of the Peace Line from a
geopolitical perspective. First, the study discusses the geopolitical strategies of
neighboring countries as a theoretical approach. Second, it analyzes rime
Minister Yoshida Shigeru’s national strategy to suggest that Japan's strategy for
maritime territory issues was limited. Furthermore, this paper reveals that there
is a very limited recognition of the geopolitical value and meaning of the
Peace Line, such as recognizing Dokdo and its surrounding oceans as objects
of exploitation for fishery resources.

In summary, after the San Francisco Peace Treaty took effect, Korea and Japan
pursued a new geopolitical strategy in East Asia. However, there were
misconceptions about the Peace Line and Dokdo in Japan, because they
recognized maritime territorial issues with the focus on political interests
rather than historical facts.

Keywords
Peace Line, San Francisco Peace Treaty, geopolitics, national strategy, maritime
territory
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I, ADJA FRETMO| HED Hols

1, B AE?

Custom House,

Fusan, 20th. August

Report on a visit to Dagelet Island made on the s. s, ‘Chang Riang”
on 2nd August 1901
Sir,

I have the honour to report that on the 2nd inst. I left Fusan in
company of Mr. Clerk Kim-sung-won, Mr. Tidewaiter Araki, and
Mr. Cheung a Chusa of the Fusan Yamen on the Corean s. s, ‘Chang
Riong” for Dagelet Island at which place we arrived the next
morning at 7 A. M,

The Japanese population on the island number 550 in round
figures, consisting mostly of wood-cutters, ship’s carpenters, and a
few shop-keepers. They are all permanent residents some of them
having made the island their home for the last 8 years.

During the non-stormy months of the year, that is from
commencement of March to end of June 300 to 400 Japanese on an
average (including some 50 women) mostly from Sakai, come over in

Fishing boats and Schooners, the former to fish, and the latter to
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load goods, such as wood, yellow beans barley, wheat or potatoes,
that have been accumulated by the Japanese on the island, during
the early part of the year.

There are at present 32 Japanese women resident on the island.

The Japanese with the money they acquired by the sale of the
Dagelet wood in Japan, buy such articles as rice, soy, salt, and sake
and piece goods, Those goods are imported into the island and
there exchanged with the Coreans for beans, wheat, barley and
potatoes, money is very seldom paid for the goods supplied as
almost always other goods are given in return as payment.

It seems that the Japanese alleged permanent residents are
divided into 2 parties, one represented by a man of the name of
“Hatamoto " and the other by “Wakita”, who have of their own accord
divided the cutting of the wood on the island between them, one
taking the north and other the south side. At the same time (on the
15th. July 1901) they (the Japanese) notified the Corean farmers, that they the
Coreans) Will not be allowed henceforth to cut nor send any wood
away from the island, without having been sanctioned by the
Japanese to do so, and if after having received notice any one is
caught in the act, or after, the person or persons concerned will be
fined accordingly by the Japanese. Fines have already been inflicted
several times before on Coreans, starting from August last year. The
officials and the people are quite powerless. A case of the kind was
brought to my notice. A Corean on the 4th. July 1901, had to pay a
fine of 35,000 cash, or the equivalent in goods, for having been
found in possession of a few newly-out planks. Another Corean
who wanted to cut a tree down which was within his ground, was a

few days after told that he would have to pay 30,000 cash value of
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the tree, I made careful enquiries into the matter, and according to
what I heard, it seems that it’s quite true,

The Japanese on the island have been cutting down trees
absolutely without permission and they pay no duty on timber or
any thing else that send out, or on anything they bring in.

Peh-kai-chu@#) at present in Dagelet has been in charge of
the island for the last 6 years. Three years ago he had to go to Japan
in connection with some wood that a Japanese junk took from the
island. During the time he stayed away somebody on the island of
the name of Oh-san-il¢en) told the people that he had received
order from Seoul, appointing him temporarily in charge. Now the
Japanese say, that for 3 months they have paid to this Oh-san-il (&
1) duties on both import and export not actually with the cash
money, but the equivalent in goods such as rice, sake, and salt, and
that they have the receipts for the amount, which they have handed
over to Mr. Akatsuka formerly Japanese Vice-Consul at Fusan, when
he came up to the island last year with MR. Laporte. After careful
enquiries I have found out that the amount of goods given to “Oh-
san-il"(&¢H) by the Japanese during the 3 months, comes only to 4
bags of rice, 1 tub of sake and a few bags of salt, although the
Japanese assert that these goods were given as presents and not
otherwise. The Japanese say also that, ever since they have been
residing on the island, some 8 years, although they have offered to
pay duties on every thing import and export Peh-kai-chu@szm) the
present man in charge has always refused.

The exact date of these different occurences, I have been unable
to ascertain, as the people do not know them themselves.

There is very little trade done with the island, the only port with

= BT FEOIMANE

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



X2A7H 1 1901 8 ST ClER AD|ATL ZRYS SRR TN

which it does a little in the way of export is Fusan.

The native Coreans living on the island number about 3000 people
and consist almost entirely of farmers. They live on the products of
the island, besides other articles such as rice, soy, sake etc., which
they get from the Japanese in exchange for wheat, barley, yellow
beans and potatoes.

There was a Russian Gunboat, which called at the island last year
in April for water and provisions, and at the same time (as reported to
me by the Coreans) landed 8 men, including 3 officers, soon after these
men were landed the vessel left but returned after, about a week,
and retook the men, what were their doings during the week
nobody could tell; otherwise no other vessels, nor individuals of
any other nationalities have called within recent years at the island.

On the East coast, on the beach in the little bay is where the main
body of the Japanese residents are living, wooden huts to the num-
ber of 50, having already been built by them, and many more half
finished.

Besides the above, Japanese huts are to be found all over the
coast in clusters of 4 or 5. The exact number of these huts, I am
unable to state, because the Chief Purser of the ss. ‘Chang Riong”
Mr. Cheung, would not allow the steamer to proceed to another in
front of the different villages same as she did last year and to go by
land was impossible.

By so doing, I have only been able to gather informations from
two villages, as otherwise I could have got from four. The reason
the Purser gave for his action, was that he had received orders
previously from the Government, that the steamer was only to

proceed to Dagelet Island and bring back to Fusan Mr. Pek-kai-

5 E O} ALRY E

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



FESHUHT Vol. 27 (2024. 6.)

chu@zzm) the official in charge of the island. If this was the reason,
this official being at the time on board, we could have left again for
Fusan, but it seems that the true reason why Mr. Cheung would not
allow the steamer to proceed to the other places was that he
expected 156 bags of yellow beans of his own.

The trip before when the ‘Chang Riong” called at the island, she
had on board from Fusan 100 bags of rice etc., belongings to Mr.
Cheung, which were under the name of one of the official on the
island named “Chai-piung-in (s this official was supposed to
trade with the rice. On the arrival however of the 100 bags at the
island, the Japanese under one pretext or another seized these bags
of rice. The officials not being able to get satisfaction from the
Japanese arrested a Corean of the name of “Kim-sung-sul "(4:#£l)
whom they accused of having told the Japanese some lies, which
induced them to seize the 100 bags of rice. This man “Kim-sung-
sul" &4 promised to pay back out of his own stock, 156 bags of
beans the next day, but instead he was found next morning hung
by the neck to the branch of a tree and is supposed to have
committed suicide. Mr. Cheung, seeing then that there was no other
chance of getting the beans, allowed the steamer to proceed to the
west coast, where she took in 70 bags, said to be for the Government.

As regards the difficulties between the officials and the natives, it
seems that three men of the name of “Kim-kung-cheng (4:4f)
“Kim-sung-sul (4¢3 and “Chung-sa-rung’(m+4) who with the
intention of raising some money by fraudulent means, told the
people of the different villages that Mr. Hyun-san-kun (i) son of
the Fusan Kamni, who holds a high official position in Seoul, had

said that the Government had decided to send a secret envoy of the
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name of ‘Kang-yung-woo ki) who will do away with the
present officials, after which there will be no more appointed to the
island, but the people will have to subscribe between themselves
700,000 cash, to defray the expenses of this envoy. When the above
came to the knowledge of the officials, they in their turn advised
the people not to pay anything before the arrival of this envoy not
however before many had already paid in their shares. Seeing that
their plans had failed, one of the three men, with the money in
hand, went to Fusan in a Corean junk, from where he sent several
telegrams to the Government to the effect that the people could not
stay any longer on the island because the officials were squeezing
them too much. Many of the Coreans whom I met, expressed
themselves perfectly satisfied with their own officials, but
complained bitterly of the way they are treated by the Japanese on
the island and of the official not being able to help them in any
way. Another reason why some of them paid, is that they believed
that by getting the envoy over, the two present officials, will be
dismissed and no other appointed in their place, and if such should
be the case they would have nothing more to contribute in future.
The above information T got from a number of residents, who also
gave me to understand that they were being squeezed by the
officials, but not much and it seems that the people had no
intention of having the island at all, as it was rumoured some time
ago, but were [£x] 415 official reg (€] g1,

There were at the time [§4] #&-E94 1 arrived 3¢ Aoz 349 16
schooners at anchor, besides 5 others fully loaded with wood and
ready to sail, and on the beach in the little bay were about 500 hard

wood planks and logs, and as long as from 10 to 20 feet and every

5 EOL oA ALRY Et
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one of them cut by the Japanese, besides dried awabi, bicho-de-mar,
300 bags of yellow beans, bird lime, in more or less great quantity,
There were also 7 fishing and 3 divers boats all holding licenses
issued at Fusan.

The water is very deep round the island. Harbour in the strict
sense of the word there is none, as the coast line is completely open
all over, There are 3 little unsheltered bays where a steamer could
anchor, and the “Chan Riong” had to go very near shore before she
could find bottom to anchor, Large patches of barren ground are to

be seen all over the island, but the centre is still thickly wooded.

I have the honour to be
Sir

Your obedient servant

(Signed) F.J.Smith

Acting Harbour Master,

To
W.McC. Osborne Esquire
Commissioner of Customs,

Fusan,
2. BaA HYE
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