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ABSTRACT

An Examination of Xiongnu Animal Style
Artifacts Unearthed from the Xifeng Xichagou
Site: Focusing on Animal Style Belt Plaques and
Bear Motif Adornments

Han Jinseong

This study investigates the animal-shaped artifacts of Xiongnu
culture, derived from Scythian animal styles, to elucidate the
characteristics of Xiongnu cultural elements present at the Xichagou
site and to infer the identity of the group inhabiting this area. The
Xichagou site is distinguished by the presence of animal motif plates
(types I-V) and ceremonial artifacts (types III-V) associated with
both the Xiongnu and Han regions of China. The data indicate that
the Xiongnu artifacts at Xichagou were not confined to a specific
Xiongnu region but were introduced through a network of various
regions. Additionally, the Xiongnu animal-shaped artifacts found at
Xichagou reveal a temporal shift in their usage: initially as prestige

goods of the highest social status, and later as grave goods in small
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to medium-sized tombs of the general population. The artifacts from
Xichagou closely resemble those of the common warrior classes,
rather than the elite Xiongnu culture. These artifacts, particularly the
Xiongnu animal motif plates, functioned as symbols of social
integration and affiliation within the Xiongnu Empire. This suggests
that the Xichagou group was recognized by the Xiongnu as a quasi-
imperial entity and likely acted as a liaison with the Xiongnu in the
northeastern Manchurian region. The predominance of Xiongnu
cultural elements, specifically animal-shaped artifacts, at Xichagou,
implies that the Xichagou inhabitants were unlikely to be ethnically
Xiongnu but instead may have adopted a symbolic role reflecting
Xiongnu elite consciousness. Furthermore, the co-occurrence of
these artifacts with bimetallic iron swords-key indicators of Buyeo
culture in subsequent archaeological sites such as Jilin Laoheshen
and Cheongju Osong-suggests a possible connection between the
Xichagou group and the emerging Buyeo power in the region.
Therefore, it is more appropriate to interpret the Xichagou group as
a newly emerging entity characterized by cultural pluralism and
diversity, adapting to the evolving regional power dynamics, rather

than attributing them to a specific surrounding culture.

Keywords: Xichagou, Xiongnu(Hsiung-nu), prestige goods, animal style belt
plaques, bear motif adornments
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ABSTRACT

The Significance of Ancient Chinese Customs
and Views of the Afterlife as Revealed in the
Xichagou Ruins: With a Focus on Metal Tools

Kim Dongil

The Xichagou ruins were brought to light as a result of a looting
incident in 1955, which led to an investigation in 1956. However, an
official excavation report was not issued until 2022. The report
reveals that a diverse range of artifacts were found, including many
foreign metal tools and metal tools whose purposes were unclear.
These metal tools displayed signs of influence from Ancient China.
Among the foreign metal tools were several chariot ornaments
used exclusively by royal feudal lords from Ancient China, and the
metal tools misidentified earlier were actually iron pillories used on
prisoners. The evidence of prestigious metal tools of Ancient China
and relevant historical accounts support the notion of frequent
exchanges between the Xichagou site and Ancient China, while the

finding of iron pillories implies the presence of prisoners with iron
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pillories akin to those used in Ancient China at the site. In Ancient
China, prisoners wearing iron pillories were either buried in
communal graves reserved for prisoners or in tombs distanced from
those of feudal lords. Conversely, at the Xichagou ruins, prisoners
were discovered to be buried among the tombs of political bodies,
suggesting a potential practice of human sacrifice.

According to literary sources, Puyeo was the only group in the
vicinity that was recognized as both having prisoners and practicing
human sacrifices. Although there has been controversy on whether
the Xichagou site belonged to Puyeo or Ohwan, the evidence of
human sacrifice, which aligns with historical records, indicates that

the Xichagou site was likely associated with Puyeo.

Keywords: Puyeo, Ohwan, Prisoner, Iron Pillory, Afterlife view
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ABSTRACT

Pottery Culture and Features of the Xichagou Site

Bae Hyunjoon

The Xichagou site is a large archaeological site consisting of about
500 tombs, and its nature has been debated since its discovery in
the 1950s. However, most analyses have focused on metal artifacts,
with only a limited number of studies examining pottery. In this
article, T will conduct a preliminary analysis of the groups responsible
for the underlying culture of the Xichagou site, based on the pottery
from the site, which have been officially reported for the first time.
When comparing the pottery of the Xichagou site with those
from surrounding areas, it appears that the influence of the Baoshan
culture, a local substratum culture, is not as significant as expected.
Instead, pottery production methods typical of the Hanshu 2 period
culture are predominant. Furthermore, aside from the presence of a
two-handled jar from the Paoziyan assemblage, it is difficult to
establish a strong connection with the Buyeo culture, which is

represented by the Paoziyan assemblage. Although the limited
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amount of data remains an issue, the Xichagou site seems to reflect
a weak indigenous cultural tradition, combined with elements from
surrounding pottery cultures. Overall, the report suggests that the
Hanshu 2 period culture was dominant at the Xichagou site, while
the indigenous group held a subordinate position.

However, it is important to note that the Xichagou site features
antenna-style and pillar-style iron swords with bronze hilts, which
are not found in the Hanshu 2, Xianbei, or Baoshan cultures. In the
eastern Liaodong region of Jilin, at the Huazhen Xihuangshantun
and Xinbin Longtoushan sites, some elements of Baoshan culture
pottery are found alongside slender bronze daggers, antenna-style
bronze daggers, and antenna-style iron swords with bronze hilts.
These pottery elements are also found at the Xichagou site. This
suggests that the indigenous eastern Liaodong group, which
possessed antenna-style bronze daggers or antenna-style iron
swords with bronze hilts, became part of the base group at the
Xichagou site. They were not merely subordinate to the Hanshu 2
period group, but actively produced antenna-style iron swords with
bronze hilts that reflected their own identity, while adopting

elements from the surrounding cultures.

Keywords: Buyeo, Xichagou, Baoshan Culture, Pottery, iron sword with a
bronze hilt
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ABSTRACT

Current Research Status and Tasks of the Royal
Tombs of Eastern Zhou: Focused on Identification
of Tomb Owner and Tomb Arrangement

Lee Joonyup

The Royal Tombs of Eastern Zhou are considered to be constructed
in 3 mausoleum areas which consist of Wangcheng Mausoleum
areaC i), Jincun Mausoleum area(4:ff[E5), and Zhoushan
mausoleum area(J&111[Z}%). The Jincun and Zhoushan Mausoleum
areas are partially mentioned in historical records and are thus
frequently cited when identifying the owners of these tombs.
However, the tombs in the Zhoushan Mausoleum Area differ
significantly from those in the Wangcheng and Jincun Mausoleum
Areas in terms of tomb structure, such as the passage and burial
mounds. This discrepancy has led to various disagreements regarding
the identification of the tomb owners. These differing views
significantly impact the understanding of the construction sequence

of the Mausoleum areas and the evolution of tomb structures.
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Therefore, to clarify the nature of each mausoleum area, further
research and excavation of the Zhoushan Mausoleum Area is
particularly important.

In terms of the arrangement of tomb. Jincun Mausoleum area and
Zhoushan Mausoleum area cannot be identified due to the limitation
of excavation, but in Wangcheng Mausoleum area, there has not
confirmed the zhaomu(i#f2) system that in historical records

According to Luoyang City Cultural Relics and Archaeology
Research Institute(#% 15 5 % 5202, there will be an excavation in
Jincun Mausoleum area and it is expected to solve various academic

problems which is related to Jincun Mausoleum area.

Keywords: Royal tombs of Eastern Zhou, identification of tomb owner,
arrangement of tomb
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ABSTRACT

A Preliminary Review on the Classification of
the Koguryo Fortress: A Comparison of Korea’s
Ancient Construction Methods

Baek Jongoh

In this article, a preliminary review was attempted for the establish-
ment of the Koguryo fortress through the comparison of the ancient
Korean construction history. To this end, based on the results of the
excavation of Koguryo fortresses in China and the Three Kingdoms
period fortresses in South Korea, the construction principle of the
fortress, the process of change in construction techniques, and the
relationship with surrounding tombs were examined.

As a result, in the case of South Korea, all the fortresses of the
Three Kingdoms period in the 5th and 6th centuries were earthen
fortresses, and in the case of Koguryo fortresses in China, Pogok-
style(fu+ %) stone fortresses began to be built in the 5th century.
Of course, in the case of Silla, it is estimated that only the Temoe-

style small-scale stonework and the Pogok-style native livestock

L
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were built before unification. All of Koguryo’s Pogok-style stone-
building walls excavated in China are from the 6th to 7th centuries.

Therefore, it can be said that the development of Koguryo
construction technology is closely related to the establishment of a
local system under a centralized governance order in line with the
stage of national development. In other words, it is understood that
the initial defense facilities emerged according to the stage of
establishing a policy, the stage of establishing a policy centered on
the earthwork, and the stage of establishing a system centered on
the stonework.

If so, why is this difference from the annual plan of stone
fortresses in the Three Kingdoms Period. The remains of the
fortresses of Silla and Koguryo, our splendid cultural heritages, show
the grand spirit of ancient times and have been considered a
material heritage. However, the Silla-centered theoryCyriE IF i)
came from Silla’s Samnyeon Fortress(—4F-11135%), which is represented
by the huge stone fortresses, and based on this, I think Koguryo’s
fortresses also emerged as a result of raising the period from the
perspective of others.

In addition, in the situation where the two Koreas were divided,
the result of the system conflict of Silla-centered theory and
Koguryo-centered theory(&41) & [F#fiif) embodied another fictitious
history. In other words, it can be said that the expansion and
reproduction of material culture based on the Silla-centered theory
and the Koguryo-centered theory directly influenced the current
chronological view, and this conventional wisdom appeared in the

opening book as a Diachronic history and became an imaginary
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history.

Keywords: Koguryo, Silla, stone fortress, earthen fortress, Silla-centered
theory (¥ 7 IE#a/), Koguryo-centered theory(5 5 B IE #iam)
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ABSTRACT

Gaya, Baekje, and Southern Dynasties of China
Viewed through Capital Cities

Lee Donghee

This study intended to identify the substance of Gaya’s capital by
comparing it with China’s Southern Dynasties and Baekje during the
establishment of Gaya’s capital.

During the fifth and sixth centuries, when Gaya was developing
its capital, Baekje and Gaya maintained a close negotiation relation-
ship, and Baekje was the country that negotiated the most with the
Southern Dynasties of China during the Three Kingdoms era, in that
Gaya may have obtained indirect information about China’s capital
through Baekje. However, even if several states in Gaya had directly
or indirectly known about the capital cities of Baekje and the
Southern Dynasties of China, whether or not they reflected the
characteristics of those cities would have differed depending on
local circumstances. The possibility that the capital city of the

Southern Dynasties was reflected in the capital city of Gaya is low.

208 | sHolAR=F 85520244 99)

ST S ROLAAEt

- NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



This is because it took Baekje a long time to build its capital based
on China’s capital, and it would have been difficult for the states of
Gaya, which had much less territory and national power than
Baekje, to do the same. It is reasonable to say Gaya had a small and
elementary capital.

Gaya was not unified until its fall in the sixth century. A large,
orderly capital like that of Baekje will not be found. However, the
investigation and study of the capitals of various small states of
Gaya in the stage immediately before becoming an ancient state
may have great academic significance for studying the social
development stage of the East Asian polity and the process of

change of capitals.

Keywords: capital, Gaya, Baekje, China’s Southern Dynasties, ancient state
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ABSTRACT

The Inheritance of Murong Xianbei’” Orthodoxy
and the Founding of the Southern Yan

Lee Chunho

In this paper, T analyzed the relationship between the inheriting
Murong Xianbei’ orthodoxy and the founding of the southern Yan at
the end of the fourth century. It is understood that the later Yan
conquered the western Yan in 394 A.D, has gained to control
Murong Xianbei(referring to the former Yan) orthodoxy. But after
being defeated by the northern Wei, the later Yan began to decline.
So, what changes have occurred in the inheriting Murong Xianbef’
orthodoxy in the future? At that time, Murong De, who is differed
from Murong Bao(referring to the residual forces of the later Yan),
lead his own troops to HuaTai city, to seek new development.
Afterwards, he established the king of Yan’s government in HuaTai
city, implemented the imperial system. I think it isn’t the founding of
the southern Yan, but it only refers to the establishment of the

Murong regime. There are because that Murong De didn’t ensure a
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stronghold, didn’t have strong soldiers, didn’t have vast territories,
and didn’t have a large population. In addition, after Murong Bao
was killed, Murong Sheng, who is his son, gained the great power.
But he didn’t ascend to the throne, ruled over the people as the
king of Changle. Because he learned Murong De is restoring the
Murong Xianbei’” power in HuaTai city at that time. But, we found
that Li Bian was rebelled, Murong De fell into a predicament. After
hearing this news, Murong Sheng decided to ascend to the throne,
and wanted to achieve the revival of Murong Xianbei himself. This is
the true reason why he used to be unwilling to ascend to the
throne, but now he is willing to do so. At that time, Murong De
accepted the advice of Fan Cong and Monk Lang, decided to enter
the QingQi region. We found that 140000 local people were
surrendered. After Murong De captured GuangGu city, he ascended
to the throne of Yan emperor, and established the Murong temple,
finally found the Murong empire. It is the southern Yan(399-410). 1
think one thing worth noting. It is that Murong De, who sent
someone to Murong Sheng, wants to implement the orders of Yan
emperor. I guess Murong Sheng was certainly hesitant, but finally
approved Murong De was the Yan emperor. So, he called himself
the heavenly king of ShuMin. Therefore, the southern Yan, has
inherited the former Yan’ orthodoxy-the western Yan’ orthodoxy-the
later Yan’ orthodoxy, was a dynasty that controlled Murong Xianbef’

orthodoxy.

Keywords: Murong Xianbei, the southern Yan, the Murong Xianbei’s orthodoxy,
Murong De, Ye city, HuaTai city, GuangGu city
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ABSTRACT

Tibetan Policy Conception of Songiyun during
the Jiaging Era of the Qing Dynasty:
Focusing on Xizhaotuliie

Song Inju

This study analyzes the Tibet policy planning of Songiytn, who was
a Qing dynasty imperial resident minister. Songiyun served as the
imperial resident minister dispatched to Tibet during the Jiaging era,
a critical transitional period in the relationship between Tibet and
the Qing dynasty. Through his work Xizhaotultie, Songiyun
concretized his policy planning for Tibet governance, making it an
essential document for understanding the border policies of the
Qing dynasty at that time.

Firstly, Songiyin emphasized the political ineptitude of the
Tibetan leadership, specifically the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama.
He believed that while they were effective in religious indoctrination,
they were ignorant of practical politics. Based on this view, Songiyin

sought to strengthen the role and responsibilities of the imperial
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resident minister in Tibetan governance and emphasized the
importance of training and fortifying the Tibetan military.

Secondly, Songiyun identified relations with the Gurkhas as a
significant variable. He proposed establishing a defense system in
southern Tibet to fend off Gurkha invasions and suggested forming
alliances with Sikkim and Bhutan to counter the Gurkhas. This
approach aimed to understand the geopolitical situation around
Tibet and devise effective defense strategies.

Thirdly, while advocating for Tibetan autonomy, Songiyun
clarified that this autonomy was within the framework of Qing
sovereignty. He argued for non-interference in religious and cultural
aspects but insisted on strong Qing intervention in political and
military matters. Through this, Songyun aimed to promote political
and military reforms in Tibet.

The Xizhaotullie by Songiyun is a crucial source for understanding
various aspects of Tibet during the Qianlong to Jiaqing periods of
the Qing dynasty. Additionally, it is significant as it illustrates how
the Qing ruling class attempted to modify their governance over
Tibet in response to the crises faced by Qing administration at the
Tibetan frontier in the 19th century. Therefore, Xichao Tueliie
warrants more in-depth study in the context of Qing rule over Tibet
in the early 19th century, and Songiyln’s activities should also be
actively researched to better elucidate the frontier governance

system in the late Qing period.

Keywords: Qing empire, Tibet, Songiyan, Xizhaotulie, Gurkha
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ABSTRACT

Continuity and Discontinuity in the
Historiography of Colonialism: Focused on
Suematsu YasukazuCEfAFI1)’s Research about
the Ancient Korea-Japan Relation

Kim Sunghyun - Jeong Sangwoo

Suematsu Yasukazu is a historian who had a great influence on
Japanese academia by comprehensively summarizing the ancient
Japanese management theory of the southern part of the Korean
Peninsula through his book The Rise & Fall of Imna(™{T-#f Bl 1=t o).
However, comparing his discussions from the pre-war to the post-
war period, we can confirm that the perspective and explanation on
the character of the Yamato’s dominance over the southern part of
the Korean Peninsula from the 4th to 6th centuries has changed.

The basis for this new explanation was the records of diplomatic
relations between China and Japan since 413 which were in the
official Chinese history. Suematsu explained that these records not

only showed Imna’s prosperity, but also that China and Japan’s
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diplomatic relations flourished through Imna’s prosperity. That is,
Yamato’s control over the southern part of the Korean Peninsula is a
prerequisite for the frequent diplomatic relations between China and
Japan.

In the end, Suematsu’s account of the Yamato’s dominance on
the southern part of the Korean Peninsula was based on another
discussion of the close relation between the continent and Japan
through the Korean Peninsula. And the old China-Japan’s relation
served as the basis for Japanese society’s early acceptance and
development of the continent’s advanced culture. Suematsu con-
cludes his discussion of Imna’s rise and fall by linking this idea to
the Taika Reforms and presenting the development of ancient
Japanese society.

In this regard, it is necessary to expand the perspective beyond
ancient Korea-Japan relations in order to accurately grasp the
influence of the Historiography of Colonialism-especially the Japan’s
dominance over the southern part of the Korea, which was the main

research topic of Suematsu-after 1945.

Keywords: Suematsu Yasukazu[FRA2ERF), Imna(f£35), the Japanese Ministry
of Imnalf£3#; BAKF), Japan’s dominance over the southern part of the Korean
Peninsula, Korea-Japan Relation, China-Japan diplomatic relation, Taika
Reforms
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