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ABSTRACT

Changes in the Descriptions of Ulleungdo and Dokdo in the Geographical Books
from Samcheok Region During the Joseon Dynasty

Jang, Jung Soo
(Research Fellow, Northeast Asian History Foundation)

This article examines the evolution of records on Ulleungdo and Dokdo
found in both official geographical books and private gazetteers during the
Joseon dynasty. The foundational narrative of sovereignty over Ulleungdo and
Dokdo, which began with the Conquest of Usanguk by Yi Sa-bu of Silla in
512, was first formalized in Sejong sillok jirijii (Geographical records in the
annals of King Sejong). Sinjeung dongguk yeojisecungram (revised edition of
the augmented survey of the geography of Korea), published in the 16th
century, followed the narrative of the King Sejong era, but incorporated
additional details over time. In the mid-17th century, Heo Mok, the Magistrate
of Samcheok, published Cheokjuji, which included Ulleungdo and Dokdo in
its appendix. This text underwent continuous updates by various scholars
until the late 19th century, significantly supplementing its descriptions.
Meanwhile, in Yeojidoseo (cultural geography of Korea), a governmental
geography published in the mid-18th century, the description of the
jurisdiction over Ulleungdo and Dokdo was revised, reassigning them to
Samcheok-bu. Similar alterations appeared in later augmented versions of
Cheokjuji. These changes were likely influenced by suto (search-and-control)
policy, under which the Samcheok Garrison Commander assumed
responsibility for patrolling and managing Ulleungdo starting in the late 17th
century. In the 20th century, despite Ulleungdo being established as an
independent administrative district. descriptions of Ulleungdo and Dokdo
became more detailed in two versions of Cheokjuji published after this
period. This indicates that the descriptions and narrative of Ulleungdo and
Dokdo, rooted in Yi Sa-bu’s Conquest of Usanguk, evolved over time as new
details were incorporated, reflecting a dynamic historical process.

Keywords

(search-and-control), Hanggil House Collection
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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Joseon’s Financial Data in the Samcheok Hanggil Gotaek
Library: Focusing on Shinsangjeongsamok

Jeong, Sang Uk
(Research Assistant Professor, Humanities Research Institute, Ajou University)

Hanggil Gotaek, an ancestral residence in Yongjeong-ri, Samcheok-bu
(present-day Donghae-si), Gangwon-do, has been the home of the
descendants of Kim Ja-hyun, the progenitor of the Gamchalgong branch of
the Gangneung Kim clan. The residence houses approximately 1,000 ancient
texts and manuscripts. This paper focuses on one such document,
Shinsangjeongsamok CHfESH).

Shinsangjeongsamok contains operating regulations for the Gangwon-do
Sangjeong Law during the 30th year of King Yeongjo's reign (1754). However,
it is not a complete text of the Sangjeongsamok; rather, it serves as a practical
manual summarizing and excerpting provisions specific to the administration
of Samcheok. A comparison with ‘Gangwondo daedong sangjeong jeolmok
chwalyo” included in Eojeongikjeong gongjugo, reveals that while the latter
includes examples from other regions and regulations from the Gangwon
authority and the Ministry of Taxation, Shinsangjeongsamok limits itself to
cases pertinent to Samcheok-eup. Shinsangjeongsamok comprises 50 articles,
which can be broadly categorized into the history of the Sangjeong Law's
implementation, methods of collection and distribution, and systems of
accounting and expenditure, This text thus provides insight into the practical
operations of the Sangjeong Law of Gangwon.

Keywords
Samcheok, Hanggil Gotaek, Shinsangjeongsamok, Daedong Law, Sangjeong
Law
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ABSTRACT

Economic Geography of Koguryo: Focusing on the Geographical Distribution of
Agriculture, Mining, Ranching, and Salt Production

Choi, Jin Yeoul
(Research Professor, Korea National University of Cultural Heritage)

This paper analyzes the economic geography of Koguryo by categorizing it
into agriculture, mining, ranching, and salt production.

Koguryo's granary regions are presumed to include the Great Plains of the
Liaohe Basin in Manchuria, as well as present-day Pyeongan and Hwanghae
Provinces on the Korean Peninsula. These areas correspond to Koguryo's
Buyeo, Hyeondo, Yodong, and Geonan in the Manchurian Plain and
Pyongyang in the northwestern Korean Peninsula. Various crops, vegetables,
fruits, ginseng, and raw materials for clothing such as mulberry trees and
hemp were cultivated within Koguryo's territory. It is suggested that Koguryo
adopted advanced agricultural techniques through Chinese migrants or
captives in the Sixteen Kingdoms period and during conflicts such as the
Koguryo-Sui and Koguryo-Tang Wars, While precise agricultural production
levels are difficult to estimate, it is calculated that middle-class farmers in
Koguryo paid approximately 907 seok (a unit of grain measurement) in taxes,
which was 227 seok less than their Tang Dynasty counterparts.

Koguryo's pastoral areas are believed to have included the vicinity of
Pyongyang (capital) and Yodong, the northern slopes of the Tianshan
Mountains, the northwest coastal area of the Liaodong Peninsula, and regions
associated with ranches in the Hwanghae, Hamgyeong, and Pyeongan
Provinces during the Goryeo and Joseon periods. Additionally, livestock such
as horses were raised in areas controlled by Koguryo, including Xianbi,
Sushen, Paeryo, Khitan, Mohe, and Buyeo. Horses were likely conscripted for
military purposes.

Iron mining in Koguryo Koguryo is believed to have occurred in regions such
as the Changbai and Tianshan Mountains, Hoeryeong in North Hamgyong
Province, Eunyul and Jaeryeong in Hwanghae Province, and Chungju in the
south of the Korean Peninsula. Iron production likely took place in various
locations, including Geonan, the southwestern Liaodong Peninsula, and the
vicinity of Hyeondo and Yodong. Gold and silver mining is presumed to have
been concentrated in the Changbai Mountains, Xiaosinganling, areas
surrounding Buyeo, and Pyeongan Province during the Joseon period.

Salt production in Koguryo is assumed to have occurred in areas such as
Geonan, the coastal regions in Liaodong Bay and the northwestern Liaodong
Peninsula, and parts of Pyeongan, Hwanghae, Hamgyeong, and Gangwon
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Provinces on the Korean Peninsula.

This study marks a pioneering attempt to comprehensively reconstruct the
economic geography of Koguryo, focusing on the spatial distribution of
agricultural crops, mineral resources, and salt production, thereby holding
significant historiographical importance.

Keywords
Koguryo, agriculture of Koguryo, iron mining, salt production, ranching
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ABSTRACT

A Reassessment of Records on Usando and Mureungdo in the Geographical
Books (jiriji) of the Early Joseon Dynasty: A Critical Review of Professor Ta—
kashi Tsukamoto's Article

So, Soon Kyu
(Assistant Professor. Hanyang University)

This paper critically reviews Professor Takashi Tsukamoto's article, ‘Is Usando
in Sejong sillok jiriji (Geographical Records in the Annals of King Sejong)
Takeshima (Dokdo)?”, which was published on the Japanese Foreign Ministry's
website, ‘Research & Explanation of Takeshima (Dokdo).” Tsukamoto argues
that the principle of marking distances from the mainland, as described in
Dokdo. He further asserts that this principle is consistently applied in Sinjeung
dongguk yeojiseungram (revised edition of the augmented survey of the
geography of Korea).

This study examines the validity of Tsukamoto’s claim by analyzing the

methods to describe distances: some are measured from the mainland, others
from neighboring islands, while some omit distances entirely. Thus, the
descriptive principles of Gyeongsangdo jiriji cannot be directly applied to
Sejong sillok jiriji.

far apart. On a clear day, they are visible from the other,” with a similar
description in Sinjeung dongguk yeojiseungram: “Three peaks are tall and
steep, touching the sky, while the southern peak is slightly lower. On a clear
day, trees on the summits and the waterside at the base are visible.” This study
Usando and Mureungdo, whereas the description in Sinjeung dongguk
yeojiseungram refers to viewing Ulleungdo from the mainland, and the two
records are not directly related.

This paper finds that while Sejong sillok jiriji uses diverse approaches for
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describing island locations, the general format is ‘starting point + direction +
distance.” The phrase, “On a clear day, they are visible from the other,” is
interpreted as an abstract expression of proximity between the islands rather
than a concrete measurement.

In contrast, Sinjeung dongguk yeojiseungram specifies the starting point and
direction, suggesting that its description pertains to the distance from Uljin
County's government office to the islands. The statement, ‘It takes two days by
ship to reach them,” further indicates that the record of Sinjeung dongguk

Usando, Mureungdo
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ABSTRACT

Application of Uti Possidetis to Dokdo and the Validity of the San Francisco
Peace Treaty

Park, Byoung Sup
(Representative, Takeshima=Dokdo Research Net, Japan)

A peace treaty, which declares the end of a war, plays a crucial role in
resolving territorial issues, However, the San Francisco Peace Treaty failed to
explicitly address Dokdo or Habomai. Regarding Dokdo, two months before
the treaty’s signing ceremony, the United States realized that the Liancourt
Rocks (Dokdo) were omitted from the draft treaty and made efforts to include
them. However, due to time constraints and ongoing discussions with the
Korean government, the treaty signing proceeded without amendments. As a
result, the South Korea-US negotiations failed to reach a conclusion, and the
United States, considering the issue challenging, became reluctant to resolve it.
Since Dokdo was not explicitly stipulated in the treaty, its dominium must be
determined based on two types of uti possidetis. The first is uti possidetis de
facto, which applies because the San Francisco Peace Treaty remains valid
under the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. Under this principle,
since Korea exercised effective control over Dokdo at the time of the treaty’s
conclusion, Dokdo should be considered Korean territory. However, uti
possidetis juris, which takes precedence over uti possidetis de facto, is more
significant, Uti possidetis juris is a general principle of international law that
applies when a governing power withdraws, and a new nation gains
independence. This principle was applicable during the independence of both
Korea and Japan. However, under Article 8 of the Potsdam Declaration, the
sovereignty over small islands around Japan, such as Dokdo and Jeju Island,
was to be decided by the Allied Powers. Consequently, uti possidetis juris
could not be applied to these islands when Korea achieved independence in
1948. Its application was deferred until Japan regained independence upon
the effectuation of the Peace Treaty with Japan. At that point, the dominium
over small islands between Korea and Japan would be decided.

The San Francisco Peace Treaty, which came into effect in 1952, explicitly
mentioned Jeju Island and Ulleungdo but omitted Dokdo. Therefore, Dokdo’s
ownership must be assessed under uti possidetis juris. Key legal documents in
this assessment include SCAPIN-677/1 and the “SCAP Administrative Area
Map,” issued by the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP). Based
on these documents, Dokdo was determined to belong to Korea under uti
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possidetis juris. Thus, Korea's dominium over Dokdo is supported by both uti
possidetis juris and uti possidetis de facto.

Keywords

Liancourt Rocks, SCAPIN-677/1, “SCAP Administrative Area/Japan and
South Korea Map”, Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, Potsdam
Declaration
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